Case Citations


What are Case Citations?


In Canada, approximately 93% of all judgments are not reported.  Most trial court decisions 
are not reported, while all Supreme Court of Canada decisions are reported.  Most 
provincial appeals courts decisions are reported.  Criminal matters where a guilty plea has 
been entered, or civil matters which are settled out of court will also not appear in law 
reports.  Once you have determined that the judgment you need has been reported,


you will need a citation to find it.  A case citation tells you where to find a court’s decision.  
Remember that what you’ll find is only the court’s decision.  You will not find a transcript of 
the court proceedings, evidence, examination of witnesses, or court documents.  In their 
judgment, the judge will note the facts upon which the judgment was based, as well as the 
law applied.  Canadian court judgmentsare published in many different series.  The same 
case may be published in many different series.  Here are the components of a case 
citation:  

Example of a Case Citation:





Volume        Series











   #            

CUPE Local 324 v. Hospital Board of the Good Shephard  (1984), 3 L.A.C. (4th) 255.




Style of Cause/Case Name



Year of
        Reporter
     Page Number










Decision      Abbrev.

Style of Cause/Case Name – this provides the name of the parties to the case.  You can 
search for the case using the party names.  For criminal cases, the party name may be R. for 
Regina (the Queen), or in other types of cases, initials may be used to protect the identity of 
a protected party, such as a child.


 Year of Decision
-  this is the year the decision was handed down.  If the year is enclosed in 

square brackets in the citation you’ve been given, (for example: [1994]), you need to 
recognize that this reporter is organized by year first, then volume.  This means for each year, 
a new volume 1 is published, and therefore you must know the year in order to find the 
volume on the shelf.


Volume Number - this is an essential piece of information for finding the series on the shelf.


See also the comments above under "Year of Decision".


Abbreviation - the abbreviation L.A.C. above refers to "Labour Arbitration Cases".


To find out what an abbreviation means, visit our website:


http://www.uwindsor.ca/law/library/canadian-case-citations

Series -  For reporters that use cumulative volume numbering over time, some publishers 

have created a 2nd series, 3rd series, etc. , each time starting again at volume one.  In this 
case, the series number becomes an essential piece of information to help you determine 
which volume you need.
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