
the conference brought 
together such internation-
ally known scholars as 
Alison Brysk, Rhoda 
Howard-Hassmann, John 
McMurtry, Tony Evans 
and Gary Teeple. Multid-
isciplinary as it was di-
verse the conference pro-
duced rich dialogue be-
tween participants and 

(Continued on page 2) 

Recent decades have 
witnessed the worldwide 
expansion and intensifica-
tion of social, cultural and 
economic formations that 
in ensemble come under 
the general conceptual 
rubric of globalization. 
To be sure, one can 
hardly turn on the televi-
sion, open the newspaper 
or tune into the radio 
without encountering the 
word globalization. Cer-
tainly, it has become the 
new buzzword of our 
time. Yet, increased at-
tention and dialogue has 
not resulted in a great 
deal of consensus about 
the nature or effects of 
globalization. In fact, 
given that the multiple 

processes that constitute 
globalization are highly 
complex and variable, the 
study of globalization re-
mains hotly contested and 
great debate about its 
implications ensues. This 
was certainly evident at 
the recent international 
conference, Human Rights 
in a Globalizing Era? which 
was proudly sponsored by 
the Centre for Studies in 
Social Justice at the Uni-
versity of Windsor and 
the Social Sciences and 
Humanities Research 
Council of Canada. 
Aimed at considering the 
diverse ways in which 
issues of democracy, 
practices of citizenship 
and social security articu-
late with human rights, 

CENTRE HOSTS HUMAN RIGHTS CONFERENCE 
BY FRANCES CACHON 

SOCIAL JUSTICE IN ACTION DISCUSSION SERIES  

Dr. Paul Boin of the 
Department of Commu-
nication Studies and 
member of the centre's 
community outreach 
committee, has organized 
a series of discussions at 
various branches of the 
Windsor Public Library.  

The purpose of these dis-
cussions is to bring uni-
versity and community 
members together to 
share knowledge on a 
variety of social justice 
issues and at the same 
time, raise awareness of 
the work done in the area 
of social justice at the 

university. The series be-
gan on September 21, the 
centre presented the first 
program in its Social Justice 
InAction Community Discus-
sion Series. 

Professor David Tanovich 
from the Faculty of Law, 

(Continued on page 2) 
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NEWSLETTER 
KUDOS RECEIVED FOR 
THE CONFERENCE 

“Congratulations to you and the Centre 
for Studies in Social Justice for an excel-
lent conference! I was pleased to partici-
pate and I thank you and the organizing 
committee for a job well done.” 

“Thank you so much for making the 
conference a memorable intellectual 
experience.” 

“I just want to let you know that the 
Human Rights in a Globalizing Era? 
conference was definitely worthwhile 
attending. The socialization, hospitality, 
speakers and the participants were all 
exceptional!” 
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Presenters came from 
as far away as 
Australia, Nigeria, 
turkey, the us and  
the uk. 



HUMAN RIGHTS CONFERENCE 

presenters, illuminating 
both the dilemmas and 
accomplishments of hu-
man rights discourses and 
practices in the global era. 
To be sure, the confer-
ence participants were as 
diverse as the broad range 
of topics discussed, from 

compelling critiques of 
the universalism of human 
rights to the destabilizing 
effects of corporations 
around the world. Activ-
ists, researchers, academ-
ics and students contrib-
uted to an enriching and 
successful conference ex-
perience, one that has fa-
cilitated ongoing exchange 

of ideas, research and con-
tinued activism around the 
pressing and related issues 
of human rights and glob-
alization. Students con-
tributed to an enriching 
and successful conference 
experience, one that has 
facilitated ongoing ex-
change of ideas, research 
and continued activism 

around the pressing and 
related issues of human 
rights and globalization. 

Frances Cachon is a PhD candi-
date in sociology and was one of 
the organizers of the conference. 
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PAGE 2 NEWSLETTER 

The University of Windsor Centre for Studies in Social Justice invites nominations for its “Social Justice Person or 
Project of the Year Award.” Eligible nominees are: persons whose work has demonstrated an outstanding commit-
ment to the rights of the marginalized or oppressed, the health of people and the environment, or the well-being of 
animals; and, collective projects that demonstrate the same outstanding commitment. 

Nominations should include a letter from the nominator explaining why the designated person/project deserves the 
award, two supporting letters from other individuals familiar with the nominee’s contributions, a brief biographical 
statement from the nominee, in the case of persons, or a brief overview of the project from the participants, and any 
appropriate supporting documentation (articles that describe the work/project, testimonials, etc.) 

Deadline for Nominations: December 16th, 2005 

Send nominations and all supporting documents to the Centre for Studies in Social Justice, 250 Chrysler Hall South, 
University of Windsor, Windsor, ON  N9B 3P4  

Please direct any questions to Dr. Tanya Basok, Director, Centre for Social Justice, at 253-3000 Ext. 3498 or E-
mail basok@uwindsor.ca  

2006 Call for Nominations: Social Justice Person/Project of the Year 

SOCIAL JUSTICE INACTION DISCUSSION SERIES 

Rodney Davis, President 
of the Windsor and Dis-
trict Black Coalition and 
Abdelkader Tayebi of the 
Windsor Islamic Associa-
tion spoke on Racial Pro-
filing in Windsor and in 
Canada at the Windsor 
Public Library Riverside 
Branch. 

The series continues on 
October 19 at 7:00pm at 
the Budimir Library on 
the theme of Media and 
Society: Towards a Peo-
ple’s News. The speakers 
included:  Paul Boin, Uni-
versity of Windsor Com-
munication Studies Profes-
sor and Coordinator of the 
Social Justice InAction 
Community Discussion 

Series; Percy Hatfield, 
Canadian Media Guild/
CBC Journalist; Hector 
Diaz, Colombian TV/
Print Journalist and New 
Windsor Resident; Kelly 
Patrick, Award Winning 
Journalist of The Windsor 
Star; Ken Lewenza Jr., 
Windsor City Councillor 
and Editor of the City 
Times; and Karen Bon-

asso, Media Literacy Spe-
cialist/Library Manager, 
Windsor Public Library. 

 On November 16, the 
discussion will be held at 
the Central Library on 
Homelessness in Windsor 
and in Canada.  These dis-
cussions are free and open 
to the public. 

 

(Continued from page 1) 

IF YOU WISH TO OBTAIN A 
CD-ROM OF CONFERENCE 
PAPERS PLEASE CONTACT 

THE CENTRE. 
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The Windsor Refugee 
Office and the Diocese of 
London Refugee Office 
were awarded the Social 
Justice Project of the Year 
Award at a reception at 
the University of Windsor 
on February 24, 2005.  
The Award ceremony, 
hosted annually by the 
Centre for Studies in So-
cial Justice at the Univer-
sity of Windsor was at-
tended by about 80 fac-
ulty, staff and community 
members who came to 
celebrate the work of Sis-
ter Helen Petrimoulx, and 
Gilbert Iyamuremye, and 
the many volunteers of 
their offices. 

The Windsor Refugee Of-
fice, directed by Sister 
Helen Petrimoulx, pro-
vides services to refugee 

claimants, including com-
munity orientation, em-
ployment applications, and 
assistance with immigra-
tion processes. Its work 
extends to advocacy  and 
public education on refu-
gee and minority issues.  
The Diocese of London 
Refugee Office, which 
works closely with the 
Windsor Refugee Office, 
works mainly in the area 
of sponsorship. Its director 
is Gilbert Iyamuremye. 

The award was presented 
by Dr. Tanya Basok, direc-
tor of the Centre for Stud-
ies in Social Justice who 
explained that “the selec-
tion committee was im-
pressed by Sr. Helen and 
Gilbert’s dedication and 
commitment, going far 
beyond their mandate, to 
assist refugees and to pro-

mote a just refugee policy 
in Canada.” 

Sr. Helen Petrimoulx sees 
the award as a way to 
highlight refugees as a so-
cial justice issue, particu-
larly in the post September 
11 era when many coun-
tries are closing their bor-
ders to refugees. “The me-
dia largely ignored the 
passage of the Safe Third 
Country Agreement be-
tween the US and Canada 
on December 29.”  The 
agreement, which stipu-
lates that refugees must 
seek asylum in whichever 
of the two countries they 
reach first, allows Canada 
to turn back refugee 
claimants at the American 
border, forcing them to 
make their claims in the 
U.S., where deportation 
rates are much higher.  
Despite the challenges 
they face, Cathy Kolar of 

the YMCA said that their 
offices are “a symbol of 
justice, peace and hope, 
for those that enter.”  

This is the third time the 
centre has awarded its So-
cial Justice Person or Pro-
ject of the Year Award.  
Previous recipients were 
Tad Venkateswarlu for his 
work with handicapped 
and orphaned children in 
India, and Howard Pawley 
for his dedication to social 
justice.  

Front row L-R: University of Windsor President Ross Paul, Gil-
bert Iyamuremye, Dr. Tanya Basok, Sr. Helen Petrimoulx. Back 
row: Windsor Refugee Office volunteers. 

 Former award recipient Tad Venkateswarlu and Tanya Basok 

 

TO NOMINATE SOMEONE FOR OUR 

SOCIAL JUSTICE PERSON OR PROJECT 

OF THE YEAR AWARD SEE THE CALL 

FOR NOMINATIONS ON PAGE TWO. 
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In this section we look at a community or 
university member doing social justice-
related work.  In this issue we profile Anita 
Lacey, PhD (Monash University, Australia) 

Dr. Anita Lacey came to the Uni-
versity of Windsor from Australia 
to take up a post doctoral fellow-
ship in Social Justice and Globaliza-
tion under Dr. Suzan Ilcan’s Can-
ada Research Chair in 2003. Since 
then, she has been doing research 
and presenting the results of that 
research in published articles and  
at international conferences (she 
has presented at two Global Studies 
Association conferences and two 
Congress of the Social Sciences and 
the Humanities conferences) both 

on her own and with Dr. Ilcan.  In 
addition, she has developed and 
taught courses in Women’s Studies.  

Her research interests cover many 
areas in social justice with two occu-
pying most of her energies.  The first 
area deals with the effects of the 
neo-liberal orientation of global fi-
nancial institutions on the activities 
of development NGOs.  This re-
search is in collaboration on with 
Dr. Ilcan. The second follows from 
her PhD research on activisms 
against neo-liberalism and its effects, 
physical spaces of protest and emo-
tional communities of resistance. 

Dr. Lacey has both an academic and 
a personal commitment to social 

justice and she states that what at-
tracted her to Windsor, beyond the 
appeals of the job, was the strong 
emphasis placed on social justice at 
the university as well as the histori-
cal commitment to social justice in 
the city of Windsor. She finds the 
opportunities to interact with 
members of the community 
through centre programs such as 
conferences, discussion series, etc, 
particularly rewarding. 

As she completes her post-doctoral 
research, Dr. Lacey plans to stay in 
Canada and continue her work on, 
and with, communities actively 
resisting social injustices. 

INTER-DISCIPLINARY SOCIAL JUSTICE STUDENT CONFERENCE 
WAS A SUCCESS! BY LISA SMYLIE 

The 20 presenters gained valuable 
experience in presenting their re-
search in a professional conference 
setting. An award and bursary went 
to an exceptional paper and presen-
tation by Mike Bratton, a PhD candi-
date in the department of Sociology 
and Anthropology. 

The conference had a special focus 
on ‘social justice,’ including such 
topics as welfare/workfare, corpo-
rate social responsibility, community 
development, political autonomy, 
international trade disputes, issues of 
gender, educational inequities, do-
mestic violence, aboriginal issues, 
private security and globalization. 

The conference planning committee 
would like to extend congratulations 
and thank you to the talented stu-

The University of Windsor’s first 
ever inter-disciplinary student con-
ference on social justice issues, held 
August 13 of this year, was a great 
success!  Over 60 students and fac-
ulty members enjoyed a full day of 
student research presentations and 
an inspirational keynote address 
from Dr. Walter DeKeseredy, the 
American Society for Criminol-
ogy’s Distinguished Scholar of the Year 
2004. 

The conference, organized by a 
committee of graduate students 
from Sociology and Law, was in-
tended to provide University of 
Windsor graduate and senior un-
dergraduate students with the op-
portunity to showcase their work 
in a non-threatening environment.  

dent presenters who helped make 
this conference a success.  Special 
thanks to the University of Windsor 
sponsors, without whom this event 
would not have been possible, in-
cluding the Centre for Studies in 
Social Justice, Humanities Research 
Group, Graduate Student Society, 
Dr. Ross Paul, Prof. Neil Gold, Dr. 
Susan McDaniel, Human Right Of-
fice, and the following faculties and 
d e p a r t m e n t s :  S o c i o l o g y /
Anthropology, Nursing, Engineer-
ing, Graduate Studies, Psychology, 
Dramatic Arts, Labour Studies, Mu-
sic, Communication Studies, Arts 
and Social Science, and the School of 
Music. 

Lisa Smylie is a PhD candidate in sociol-
ogy and was one of the organizers of the 
conference. 
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Canadians at the Front (CATF) 
highlights the work of seven people 
working in development and emer-
gency relief at home and abroad. 
In exploring these case studies, it 
became clear that the noble goal of 
eliminating poverty and its conse-
quences (war, humanitarian crises, 
hunger, disease, ignorance etc.) is 
as elusive as ever despite the hard 
work of individuals and organiza-
tions in the field. There are suc-
cess stories, and we highlight 
some of them here, but overall, 
sixty plus years of development 
policy and theory have not been 
able to end poverty. Rather than 

take the fatalist's option and declare 
development a failure, or the racist's 
view which would blame so-called 
innate human characteristics, CATF 
seeks to explore and explain what 
development aid is, how it works, 
why it often doesn't work on a macro 
level and what other global and local 
forces conspire to work against it.  

Ending poverty means nothing less 
than changing the world from the 
micro-scale of individual decisions in 
the north and south on up to reform 
of global institutions. It is not a sim-
ple task; it is not only a question of 

money though money goes very far 
to help in many cases; it is not 
something we can do in isolation 
from the fabric of our lives or that 
we can mandate our governments 
to do on our behalf. It is, however, 
urgent that we educate ourselves 
about the problem and the many 
small and large scale solutions 
devised to solve it in order to com-
mit our energies to this Herculean 
task. There are many Canadians 
on the front lines of relief and de-
velopment work and they need and 
deserve our informed support. 

Source: http://globalaware.net/catf/ 

New Social Justice Course 

In February 2005, the Centre for Studies in Social Justice 
and GlobalAware Independent Media Organisation pre-

sented a photo exhibit in the Leddy Library entitled “The 
New Media” . In December 2005, GlobalAware will be 

bringing its latest exhibit to the University of Windsor, en-
titled “Canadians at the Front.” The exhibit includes works 
by local photographer and member of the Centre for Stud-

ies in Social Justice, Doug MacLellan.  

The following is excerpted from the GlobalAware website: 

injustice in Canada and 
globally. It critically as-
sesses different strategies 
for social change. Stu-
dents are introduced to 
the principles governing 
the production and dis-
tribution of benefits and 
harms, and to such con-
cepts as distributive jus-
tice, politics of differ-
ence, civil society, em-
powerment, critical 

pedagogy, citizenship, 
and human rights. Stu-
dents interested in social 
justice should consider a 
Combined Honours in 
Social Justice Degree.  

More information can be 
found by visiting our 
website. 

http://uwindsor.ca/
socialjustice  

 

In fall 2005, the Univer-
sity of Windsor intro-
duced a new course: In-
troduction to Social Jus-
tice. The course is taught 
this term by Dr. Jeff 
Noonan.  It explores di-
verse visions and dimen-
sions of social justice, 
both past and present. It 
examines the role of po-
litical economy, culture, 
and identity in addressing 

THE CENTRE FOR 
STUDIES IN SOCIAL 

JUSTICE ANNOUNCES 
THE CREATION OF A 

NEW REFEREED 
ELECTRONIC JOURNAL 

ENTITLED STUDIES IN 
SOCIAL JUSTICE. 

FOR INFORMATION 
ON SUBMISSIONS AND 

RATES PLEASE 
CONTACT THE 

CENTRE. 
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On Thursday, November 17, 
2005 at 10:00 am Doug Janoff, 
author of Pink Blood: Homophobic 
Violence in Canada, will be at the 
University of Windsor to speak 
about his book.  

Pink Blood is the first book in Can-
ada to be published on the topic 
of homophobic violence.  The 
author spent nine years collecting 
Canadian cases.  He came up with 
120 queer-related homicides and 
more than 350 hate-motivated 
assaults that occurred between 
1990 and 2004.  Although a few 
scholars have written about ho-
mophobic and transphobic vio-

lence in specific Canadian com-
munities, this is the first exten-
sive and detailed overview of 
queer-bashing in every Canadian 
province, territory and major 
city.  

The talk will take place in the 
Oak room of Vanier Hall at the 
University of Windsor and will 
be followed by a book signing 
and sale. This talk is free and 
open to the public. 

To learn more are about Doug 
Janoff’s book visit his website: 
www.pinkblood.ca 

 

CENTRE HOSTS FORUM FOR LOCAL GRADE EIGHT STUDENTS 

In March 2005, the Centre 
for Studies in Social Justice 
hosted a forum on social jus-
tice for grade eight students 
in Windsor and Essex 
County.  The event was co-
sponsored by the Holocaust 
Education Committee of the 
Windsor Jewish Community 

Centre and the CAW Local 200 Human Rights Committee.  It was 
attended by over 70 area grade eight students. The students sepa-
rated into groups to discuss the rights of the child, the environment, 
the lessons learned from the Holocaust, and poverty. They also had 
the opportunity to create art work with a social justice theme 

As the event was so successful, the organizers have decided to make 
this an annual event with both the public and separate school boards 
participating. This year’s student forum will be held on December 9, 
2005.  If your child is in grade eight and is interested in participat-
ing, please contact their school principal. Students’ Art Work  

 



251 Chrysler Hall South  
University of Windsor 

Windsor, Ontario N9B 3P4 
Canada 

Tel.:(519) 253-3000 ext. 2326 
E-mail: socjust@uwindsor.ca 

CENTRE FOR STUDIES IN 
SOCIAL JUSTICE 

WWW. UW INDSOR. CA/ SOCIALJUSTICE 

Following two years of planning by a steering committee, headed by the 
Deans of Arts and Social Sciences and Law, the Centre for Studies in Social 
Justice came into existence on July 1, 2002. In so doing "social justice" 
joined "automotive education and research" and "environmental research" as 
one of three "pinnacle programme areas" in which the University of Windsor 
sought to develop an international reputation for excellence. The centre is 
committed to interdisciplinarity in research and teaching, and to advocacy.  

The Centre for Studies in Social Justice provides a place for researchers from 
the University of Windsor and other universities, centres and institutes, pol-
icy makers and community members to: address the causes and impact of 
widespread social and economic changes; research the elements that promote 
or impede social justice; access resources, training, and knowledge; stimu-
late discussion and debate on social justice issues; and to formulate recom-
mendations on policies or strategies that could diminish existing injustice.  

CONTACT US 
 
Tanya Basok, Director 
251 Chrysler Hall South 
Tel: (519) 253-3000 ext. 3498 
Email: basok@uwindsor.ca 
 
Linda J. Kennedy,  
Administrative Assistant 
251-1 Chrysler Hall South 
Tel: (519) 253-3000 ext. 2326 
Email: socjust@uwindsor.ca 
 
Nicole A. Noël, Co-ordinator 
251-2 Chrysler Hall South 
Tel: (519) 253-3000 ext. 3492 
Email: nnoel@uwindsor.ca  
 
Newsletter Editor:  
Nicole A. Noël 
 
Assistant Editor: 
July Laidin 
 
We welcome your feedback about this 
newsletter at: nnoel@uwindsor.ca 

ABOUT THE CENTRE 
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The coordinating committee 
Paul Boin  Communication  Studies 

Gail Campbell   Designate for the Dean of the Faculty of Arts and 
 Social Sciences 

Rupp Carriveau   Civil and Environmental Engineering 

Sandi Curtis  School of Music 

Anne Forrest  Women’s Studies 

Nicole Freeman   Law student 

Greg Goulin  Lawyer 

Vivian Herzenberg Jewish Community Centre 

Suzan Ilcan   Sociology and Anthropology 

Gilbert Iyamuremye  Diocese of London Refugee Office 

Brian Mazer   Faculty of Law 

Linda Morrow   United Way 

Jeff Noonan   Philosophy 

Josette Reaume   Staff, Science 

Leigh West  Designate for the Dean of the Faculty of Law 

If you are interested in joining the Centre for Studies in Social Justice you can 
join on-line by visiting our website, www.uwindsor.ca/socialjustice, and 
following the links to Membership. Membership gets you invitations to our 
events and you will receive our e-mail announcements and newsletters. 

Membership 



November 16, 2005, 7:00 pm 
SOCIAL JUSTICE IN-ACTION COMMUNITY DISCUSSION SERIES 
Homelessness in Windsor and in Canada  
Windsor Public Library, 850 Ouellette Avenue 
 
November 17, 2005, 10:00 am 
Book Tour: Doug Janoff on Homophobic Violence in Canada 
Oak Room, Vanier Hall, University of Windsor 
 
November 24, 2005, 7:00 pm 
Two representatives of a Colombian trade union, FENSUAGRO, will be speaking about trade union repression in that country. 
Oak Room, Vanier Hall, University of Windsor 
 
December 2005 to January 2006 
The Centre for Studies in Social Justice and GlobalAware present Canadians at the Front, a photo exhibit of Canadian aid workers around 
the world.  
Leddy Library display cases near Williams Café. 
 
December 9, 2005, 8:30 am - 4:00 pm 
Student Social Justice Forum 
University of Windsor  
 
February 22, 2006 
The Centre for Studies in Social Justice presents a reading of Naomi Wallace's State of Innocence. 
Time and location to be announced. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Centre for Studies in Social Justice 
251 Chrysler Hall South  
University of Windsor 
Windsor, Ontario  N9B 3P4  
CANADA 


