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Many good things are happening in Womenõs Studies, as you 
will see in this newsletter.  Among them are two unsolicited   
e-mails from Womenõs Studies graduates.  Both report their    
post-graduation success and reflect on the personal and               
professional significance of their Womenõs Studies education.   

òIn my experience, Womenõs Studies, more than any other educational 
program I have completed, has helped shape my ability to critically 
analyze issues around social inequality, particularly gender dynamics.  
In the field of social work, this is of critical importance as I have     
found gender inequality as well as other social inequalities are still 
shockingly apparent and have profound impact for many of the       
families I currently work with, predominantly single mothers and  
childrené I love the programõs emphasis on ôfinding your voiceõ and 
acting on what you learn and still try to take that with me in my             
professional and  private life.  Though, of course, this is a life-long  
process, Iõm sure!ó 

***  
òI knew I wanted to work with women but I didnõt know where to start.   
A womenõs shelter?  A womenõs rights group?  A womenõs centre?  A 
womenõs book store?  I became frustrated.  I had no job and my family 
was wondering why I went to University and ôwastedõ so much money.  
It took me a while to realize that Womenõs Studies  is not only about 
women.  Itõs about everyoneé Once I remembered what I had learned    
I had a new awakening.  Job offers were coming in left, right and centre.  
I couldnõt keep up with all the interviewsé Fast Forward to 2011: I    
am working at a Youth Centre in Toronto, as the Supervisor of  
Operations.   We provide help to youth who are homeless and at risk.  I 
manage staff, conduct training, deal with complaints and conflicts, 
work with community members, liaise with local police, and  
occasionally attend meetings with politicians.  I can honestly say that 
the Womenõs Studies Program has helped me achieve so much.ó 

These positive reports of labour market success are welcome 
and timely.  Todayõs social conservatism combined with the 
rising cost of university education have intensified public  
concern about the value of undergraduate programs that have 
no specific occupational ties.  The weight of this concern   
always seems to fall more heavily on social justice-activist 
programs such as Womenõs Studies.   

Yet, the truth is that most students want to be engaged and 
activated by their education.  They prefer courses in which 
social problems are used as the entry point for learning theory 
and gravitate to professors who help them apply the concepts 
and ideas from the classroom to everyday life.   

The good news is that the education students want is also 
what leads to interesting jobs.  Many labour market studies 
tell us that the skills most prized by employers are problem-
solving and working collegially with others.  Fortunately for 
Womenõs Studies, these are the things we do best. 

A New Lens 
By Chenessa Solomon 

This is my first year in university, as well as my first            
experience with the study of women as a group.  When    
preparing to register, I found myself engaged by the idea of 
having a major in two areas because Iõm big on the concept of 
choice.  So naturally, when I went to orientation for my first 
choice program ð Social Work ð one of the experienced    
students alongside the main speaker caught my attention.   

The program she was describing, Women Studies, was a  
totally unknown area for me.  Her description of her          
experiences in the program had me totally enchanted.  My 
Dad went along with me and when we left I expressed my 
interest in the program.  Despite his less than enthusiastic 
response he allowed me to apply. 

Needless to say, I got in, and when it came down to my first 
class I felt excited, anxious, and a little unprepared for the 
world of knowledge I was about to receive.  I was totally 
oblivious to the major impact it would have on my life.   

When I left my first class, Women in Canadian Society, which 
was being taught by Professor Nancy Gobatto, I knew I had 
chosen the path that would be right for me.  In an hour and 
twenty minutes this professor had blown the top off of every 
frustration I had been silencing for my whole life.  All the 
thoughts that had been muffled in the back of my                
subconscious suddenly came plunging to the surface. 

In the passing weeks I learned about so many crucial things 
in our society.  These classes not only changed the way I 
view myself, but the way I view other women.  The changes I 
am making in the way I speak and in the way I act are slow 
but ever-constant.   

I guess Iõm just writing to say that Womenõs Studies has 
given me confidence and encouraged my passions for 
womenõs issues.  I hope that everyone taking a Womenõs 
Studies course will come out with a positive view on women 
and our issues. 

Weõre Changing Things Up This Year 

This yearõs Distinguished Visitor Community Dinner will be 
the first, not the last, event of  DV week.  Weõre making this 
change so that everyone will know about and have a chance 
to participate in all of the events on this yearõs calendar.   

 
COMMUNITY DINNER 2011  

Wednesday, October  19  

Caboto Club  



A Statement from UnConventionElle Imaging: Jess and Us 
By Kasey Wiebe 

This yearõs Distinguished Visitor in Womenõs Studies was a provocative social justice activist, a brave young Mohawk woman 
named Jessica Yee.  She is better known by her self-description as a òmulti-racial, Indigenous, hip-hop feminist, reproductive 
justice, freedom fighter.ó  Those who had the pleasure of attending one of Jessicaõs lectures or the dinner event at the Caboto 
Club were likely moved by her strength and enveloped by her candid prose.   

The members of UnConventionElle Imaging, myself included, had the enormous pleasure of capturing every talk and every meeting 
of Jessicaõs visit.  Each of them was unique, each inspiring.   She offered an honesty that was well-needed by those listening to 
her, although sometimes uncomfortable to confront.   

As fledgling reporters ð we are Womenõs Studies Outstanding Scholars with no previous communications experience ð it 
seemed an intimidating responsibility to take on meeting and filming such an accomplished woman, not much older than us.  
We hardly considered ourselves reporters at that point.  We were much more like students playing with cameras, learning the 
how-to instead of having the know-how.   I remember being anxious and wondering to myself if the questions that weõd come 
up with for our exclusive lunch interview were formal, conclusive, and, for lack of a better word, simply good enough.   

But meeting Jessica that sunny October afternoon we immediately felt more comfortable when she introduced herself straight-
forwardly as òJessicaó with her down-to-earth, casual demeanor.  We knew little of her political views besides what weõd       
read and some glimpse-like snippets of her whole platform.  The lunch session became the pivotal turning point, creating a              
relationship with this incredible woman.  We truly took part in the Jessica Yee experience.  By the end of her visit we were on 
friend-like terms, discussing Facebook communication to keep in contact.   

It was extraordinary to be present and witness a contemporary inspirational figure like Jessica Yee.  She brought a human face to 
Indigenous social history and present-day concerns.  She seemed a new ð or rather, old ð friend bringing to life her Indigenous 
origins and ancestry and also her feminism, informing us of the very real dangers of neocolonialism, and so much more.   

Personally, I can say that as reporters weõve come a long way, and much of that is due to Jessicaõs belief that youth are capable.  
She generously extended this to us by giving us the opportunity to be ourselves and by listening to us without patronizing our 
inexperience or youth.   As a result, we gained an unusual brand of confidence from meeting her, as well as a feeling of legitimacy 
from our experiences in working with the technical filming and editing aspects of the communications field. 

As reporters, we hope to continue to cover events that occur on campus, especially those that are of importance to Womenõs 
Studies students.  This Outstanding Scholarõs appointment was a fulfilling one and I hope that it continues.  Iõd like to take a 
moment to thank our supervisor Professor M.  Heather Hartley and the Friends of Womenõs Studies for having selected Jessica 
Yee.  Together, these afforded us this truly exceptional opportunity.   



Putting Up Resistance 
By Shamara Nicholson 

Faculty members and students in both Womenõs Studies and Psychology proudly congratulate Dr. Charlene Senn for her        
distinctive approach to sexual assault resistance.  After many years of development and fine-tuning, and a great deal of             
perseverance, Dr. Senn has secured a research grant of $1.3 million from the Canadian Institutes of Health Research in order to 
implement a tri-city comparison on the effectiveness of her AAA program (see the article by Meghan Mills).  

Central to her research is the recognition of how imperative it is to a sexual assault resistance program that all myths regarding 
the womanõs role in somehow enabling the assault are dispelled.  One way that the program addresses this issue is by putting a 
womanõs positive sexual desires at the center of the discussions, effectively enhancing her ability to decide between sex she does 
or does not want.  

In the early years of Dr. Sennõs research, her interest in violence against women was critiqued by some academics as a subject 
outside the scope of psychology, but her commitment to the issue and consistent grounding in scientific research has enabled 
more widespread acceptance that this is a legitimate aspect of social psychology.  òHer research, teaching and personal inter-   
actions with students and  colleagues epitomize supportive feminism.  She is my hero,ó says Dr. Lori Buchanan, Associate Dean 
of Research in the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences.  

However, the task of grounding the program in science posed its own share of problems.  It was difficult to negotiate the details 
of how the research would be conducted objectively while upholding the goals of the program, namely, empowering women to 
protect themselves from instances of sexual assault while keeping responsibility on male perpetrators.  

Colleagues have remarked that Dr. Sennõs consistent dedication to her research and to the broader social issues that it addresses 
are what have driven this lengthy and, at times, trying process.  òThis grant is just one of the many ways Charlene has shown  
sustained and sincere commitment to women's health over her career,ó says Dr. Lori Buchanan.  òHer application was ranked the 
best in the panel. That is a really remarkable thing in such an old boysõ network.ó 

Dr. Sennõs accomplishment demonstrates the importance of support from a diligent and knowledgeable team of collaborators, 
colleagues and graduate students.  It is also evidence of her commitment to using science to empower women.   

Resisting Rape on Campus 
By Meghan Mills 

As a young feminist-activist, I have had the privilege of taking Dr. Sennõs course, Violence in the Lives of Women and Girls, and     
working as a research assistant for her.  I am also currently very fortunate in having her as my honourõs thesis supervisor. 

Dr. Senn began by doing research in areas such as womenõs experiences with pornography, predictors of male violence       
against women and girls, youth in the sex industry, and several other feminist-related areas of psychology.  All of this has now             
culminated into her current focus on rape resistance.   

Specifically, Dr. Senn has been developing a sexual-assault resistance program for university women.  The signifier of rape 
òresistanceó rather than òpreventionó is an important one, she argues, in that it indicates that while women may take steps in 
order to resist sexual violence, they cannot always prevent it, nor should they be responsible for prevention.  Indeed, Dr. Senn 
believes that although as a society we could work toward preventing rape by such things as changing social norms and making 
sexual coercion intolerable, it remains menõs responsibility to actually prevent rape from occurring.         

In preparation for this article, I asked Dr. Senn why a feminist approach to rape resistance is important.  She at once looked     
incredulous and responded that without a feminist perspective there would be no consideration for the interactions of power, 
dominance, and gender.  The non-feminist approach not only shifts responsibility of preventing rape onto women, it also         
reinforces attitudes involved in victim-blaming. The feminist approach is therefore the foundation for several of her programõs 
goals.  One such goal is ensuring that rape prevention remains menõs responsibility, while simultaneously making the idea of 
male responsibility and female empowerment conceivable to women. 

The AAA ð or Assess, Acknowledge, and Act ð program is designed for first-year university women and is based on a program 
previously developed by Dr. Senn and two graduate students, Stephanie Gee and Jennifer Thake. It was created to teach women 
how to assess their situation, to acknowledge that acquaintances or persons known could be potential perpetrators of sexual 
violence, and to be both emotionally and physically prepared to defend themselves should the situation arise.  The enhanced 
AAA program also includes an emancipatory sexual education unit, which addresses socially accepted beliefs concerning male 
and female sexuality. 

Regardless of your personal values or politics on the subject of rape resistance, it is known that the risk of sexual violence for 
young women attending university is the highest of all age groups.  What is more, the social support services on campus or 
within the community are limited in their capacity to help, and, ultimately, can only provide aid after a rape occurs.  Dr.  Sennõs 
research provides hope that although young women, including myself, may not be able to prevent rape, we may learn techniques 
to help identify, name, understand, address, and ultimately resist victimization. 

For more information about Dr. Sennõs research program, visit:  http://www.uwindsor.ca/csenn/ 



Itõs Just Hair, Right? 
By Rachel Kovach 

One of the best decisions I made while at university was      
to shave half of my hair off.  I chose to do this to make a      
statement and to challenge myself to reconsider how I      
visibly  present myself as female. 

For the past two years I had been growing my hair as long   
as I could because I felt that I looked òcuteró with long hair.   
I had adopted a normalized young feminine appearance and 
enjoyed having long locks.  Once I started to really think 
about all the effort I put into making myself appear cute I 
questioned why I wanted to be cute, who was I appealing to, 
and to what purpose?  It was then that I decided I looked too 
conventional and had to make a change. 

I wanted to cut my hair short.  I felt this would be a good 
change, but I did not want to alter my appearance into a   
traditionally more masculine style just to move further away 
from femininity.  And I did not want a typical short feminine 
hair style.  So I went into a salon and got the left side of my 
hair shaved off and left the rest of my hair to fall just past my 
shoulders. 

In so many ways the decision to cut my hair in this style and 
the fallout from it has allowed me to put my feminism into 
practice in ways I never would have before.  Because hair is 
so visible, this was a visible statement.  All of a sudden girls 
were looking at me with either weird or curious looks and 
most guys gave me a òthatõs hotó look.  My friends thought it 
was exciting and powerful, my partner thought it was      
awesome, and I think my parents were a little confused. 

We canõt control how people will take a message that we put 
out.  I wanted to walk around with a sign that read òI did not 
do this to be trendy, I did this to challenge the construction 
of femininityó just so everyone would understand.  The most 
rewarding moments were when I actually got to have a     
conversation with another person and explain to them my 
reasoning for the change.  Seeing the moment of understand-
ing in them was great; seeing them take that and consider 
something in their own life was even better. 

I donõt expect everyone to go out and shave a patch of their 
hair now.  In fact I hope they wonõt.  I do hope that people 
will take away the message to not simply accept life as it is 
constructed for us but to always find a way to challenge life 
and how we live it. 

Never Too Late To Learn 
By Kerry Thorne 

The prospect of returning to school as a mature student was  
extremely worrying for me.  I was dreading my first semester 
with a stomach-churning fear.  Included in the many details 
that troubled me were where I would park my car, how I 
would find the classrooms, and wondering whether I had the 
intellectual ability to handle the course material.   

I was also self-conscious about my age and thought the young    
students might resent my presence.  Having worked with 
University students at my previous job, I remembered hearing 
them complain about the òbeen there, done tható type of     
mature student who always had an opinion about everything 
and managed to take up a lot of the class time.  I vowed that I 
was not going to be that person.  

The life change of returning to school after so many years 
working and raising children is huge.  It is not easy.  It is   
University-level study; there is a lot of reading and many   
essays and exams.  Technology has advanced significantly and 
for me this meant learning to use the computer for more than 
playing games and sending e-mails.  

I would have to say that the lived experience of returning to 
school was much better than what I envisioned.  It turns out 
my apprehension regarding my age was unnecessary.  In every 
class I have been one of several mature students and the 
younger students have never been anything but friendly     
towards me.   

Attending University has been enriching on many levels. I 
have added to my list of friends many wonderful students and 
inspirational professors.  I have been rewarded for my hard 
work with marks which make me proud.  I still worry myself 
sick over exams and papers I must write but the end results 
make it all worthwhile.   

My New Look: Self-photo 

Sneak Preview Event 2011 
 

We will be announcing this yearõs DVWS on  

Tuesday, August 30, 2011 
 

This event is by invitation. 

If you are interested in being invited,  

please contact us at wsvisitor@uwindsor.ca 

Many thanks to Rachel Kovach for volunteering to help edit 

this issue of Between Friends. 



TAKE BACK THE NIGHT MARCH 
October 2010  
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My Take Back the Night 
By Alyssa Schenk 

In October of 2010, I had the privilege to be involved in       
organizing and marshaling Windsorõs Take Back the Night 
march.  I was surrounded by strong, autonomous women who 
understood the importance of solidarity and sisterhood.  My 
role as an organizer and a marshal allowed me to be on the 
front lines of an incredible event.   

To be in the streets for a cause so great that we stopped    
traffic felt empowering to me.  I watched people stop, roll 
down their windows, and step out of their cars to inquire 
about our actions.  My responses were followed with smiles, 
claps, cheers, and honks from onlookers-turned-supporters.   

The amount of support available in the process of organizing, 
as well as during the march itself was phenomenal.  Women 
from all over the city and surrounding area showed their  
presence and refused silence in reclamation of their safety and 
their sistersõ safety.  Families, friends, organizations, and 
teams marched through the cityõs streets and raised their 
voices to let others know that we will not back down until 
the streets are safe.   

We advocate and fight for the day or night when we no  
longer need to be escorted, or watch over our shoulders, or  

 pace in fear.   Sisterhood and feminist solidarity will be      
recognized and women will raise their voices, not in anger or 
for  consciousness-raising, but rather in praise and                      
congratulations of our sistersõ efforts and brothersõ support. 

My role as the media representative for the event allowed  
me access to the public eye.  It was nerve-racking and       
nauseating to hold that responsibility, but I knew I had a 
voice and the opportunity to make people listen, understand, 
and rise up  ñ listen to our cause, understand our advocacy, 
and rise up in solidarity with our sisters.   

I took the privilege which was afforded to me and let the 

public know what we are fighting for:  we are here, we will 
not be silent anymore, and we will reclaim our streets and 
independence. 

Months later, I still extend my gratitude to all the women, 
children and men who showed their support in this event,   
and the womenõs movement.  Many thanks go out to our    
media contacts who have allowed our voices to be heard     
and recognized on such a grand scale.  Thank you all. 

In solidarity, 
Alyssa Schenk 
Womenõs Studies Student Association ð  
Treasurer and Media Representative 

For information about Take Back the Night 2011 ñ 
 



Encouraging Pro-Social Behaviour on Campus 
By Sapphire Wood 

When I first heard about the Bringing in the BystanderÊ program last year, I knew immediately that I wanted to be involved with    
it in some way.  Based on my experiences on campus and my commitment to feminist activities, I jumped at the chance to       
participate in this ground-breaking initiative and in January became part of the first class. 

I was excited before entering the class, and Iõm even more enthusiastic about it now that I am halfway through.  I can really see 
how what I am learning can be applied outside the classroom and how it can create positive change.   

Research shows that much of the sexual assault and sexual harassment that happens on a college or university campus happens 
in residence.  Having lived in residence for three years, now as a Residence Assistant, I can certainly attest that this is true of the 
University of Windsor as well.  Sarah Parks, another student, comments, òI can honestly see how this can help a lot of people.  I 
have seen situations that I was confused about, but I didnõt know how to help.  What Iõm learning in this class has helped me see 
when something is wrong and know how to helpó.  

One innovative aspect of the program is that it actively involves both men and women and seeks to position both genders as able 
to intervene, thus breaking the cycle of perpetrator and victim.  The men involved find their experience in the class as valuable as 
the women do.  òYouõre never told how to help.  Youõre just told that ôno means noõ and thatõs it.  This class teaches you so much 
more than that,ó said one male student.   

As I continue with the course I canõt help but be excited and optimistic that Iõm part of something bigger than myself, something 
that is going to change the statistics and create a better campus environment.  

In 2008, Dr. Senn and Dr. Forrest began to lay the foundations for this initiative.  They were asked about ways the University 
might be able to reduce the number of women being sexually assaulted during their post-secondary careers.  Being an expert in 
the field, Dr. Senn knew of a program developed at the University of New Hampshire that was proving to be very effective on 
some U.S. college campuses.  After more research and discussion, Bringing in the BystanderÊ was selected for implementation here. 

The next step was to make sure that the program would endure.  Dr. Forrest was aware that òto really get something to stick 
around, it has to be adopted into the curriculum.ó  After much discussion with various faculties and administrators, Dr. Forrest 
and Dr. Senn brought the proposal before University Administration and were able to secure funding from the Strategic Priority 
Fund.  

The University of Windsorõs adoption of Bringing in the Bystander Êis multifaceted.  It involves a third-year course designed to 
equip male and female students with in-depth knowledge of the factors that surround sexual assault and how to intervene     
effectively and safely when witnessing a case of sexual assault.  There is a fourth year follow-up course in which students who 
have successfully completed the first course act as peer-trainers to teach groups of first-year students living in residence how to 
intervene to prevent sexual assault in their own environment.  There is also a research project that will evaluate the programõs 
effectiveness.   

The hope is that as segments of the student population become educated, the number of students who are trained to intervene 
will reach a tipping point and positive change in student thinking and behaviour will result on campus in a statistically          
significant way.  Dr. Senn hopes that other schools will take note and adopt this program so that students across Canada will be 
safer on their campuses.  Dr. Senn speaks for everyone involved in the program with her comment, òI am very excited about this   
funding.  I really believe the Bystander initiative will improve campus-life for women students.ó 

 

 

  
 
If the story of social justice work in Windsor was a tapestry, a strong red thread would run through it.  That thread would be  
Pat Noonan, leading, pulling or joining with us to make our community a better place for everyone.    

If that story was documented, everyone would have the opportunity to know Patõs work.  A group of us have decided it is a story 
worth telling; we hope you will agree.  It is one womanõs story of activism around all the major social justice issues in this       
community for the past 40+ years, and a documentary film is in the works right now.   

RABBLE ROUSER is a feature length documentary that explores the virtues of communal thinking and action through the     
dynamism of activist and charismatic force-of-nature, Pat Noonan.  

We are all excited about this project, and it is wonderful to see the young people who are working on the film using their skill s, 
following Pat around, filming her, and listening to her stories.   

For more information or to make a tax-deductible contribution, please contact: 
Carol Libby   carolibby@cogeco.ca 
Lynne Watts   lwatts@cogeco.ca 

RABBLE  ROUSER  



 
   

 

Activism within Women`s Studies 

By Cassandra Thomas 
There are many forms of activism in our society, each of 
which has its own strategy to combat oppression.  Dr. 
Bondyõs, Women in Protest class, studied various forms of    
protest and activism through viewing many types of media 
and written material, including both academic and non-
academic writings.  

Our class decided to analyze The Lance, our University of 
Windsor newspaper.  We split the class up into sections: a 
research team , The Glace (a feminist  version of the student 
newspaper) and an awareness raising team.  In reviewing  
the The Lance as a class, we found numerous instances of          
invisibility, sexism, racism, classism and other forms of    
discrimination.  We concluded The Lance underrepresented 
the diversity of the student population and our University 
community.  

Through discussions with The Lance and the Human Rights 
Office on campus we discovered that The Lance had not    
completed sensitivity training for over two years, while their 
current policy states that sensitivity training must take place 
annually.  In addition, there was no oversight board in place 
this year to monitor The Lanceõs expenditures and the quality 
of its journalism.  

The class came up with three main goals:  

1. Put into action an oversight board. 
2. Implement sensitivity training for writers and editors, 

so they can be held accountable for the content they 
publish in The Lance. 

3. Update the policy so that the writers and editors are   
again accountable in their compensated positions. 

During the last half of November, my group, the raising 
awareness section, went to Womenõs Studies classes to talk 
about the evidence of discrimination we had found in the 
content of The Lance.  We wanted students to be aware of the 
issues and the information picket we were organizing.   

December 2nd was a special day; there was a tingle in the air 
that I can only define as student community.  Over 250    
individuals signed our petition and CJAM (the University of 
Windsorõs student radio station) allowed us to use them as a 
media outlet.    

Even though the Women and Protest class is finished, the   
original contributors are still in communication with The 
Lance and pressuring for a date to be set for sensitivity    
training.  It was not possible to get an oversight board in 
place this year, but it is being re-established next year.   

We have also been encouraging students to start writing for 
The Lance, so that their voices and opinions can be heard and 
respected.  Even this past semester, the content of the paper 
has improved.  There is more of a presence for the student 
social justice movement and general improvement in content 
of the articles. 

The Lance project began in a classroom and changed a         
university campus.  Seeds were planted and activists were 
born.  Each person was changed by coming together as a 
community to do social justice work.  

A Space of Our Own:  
Feminist Activism on the Web 

By Nicole Beuglet 

As a young feminist activist and student, social media       
has become an essential tool for communicating and       
connecting.  Through social media, feminists can have    
various roles, including advocating, writing, and creating 
awareness around causes or events.   

Social media can vary from  communications such as     
Facebook or Twitter to more  academic outlets such as 
blogs. These media provide simple and easy ways for     
feminists to connect and gain the support we often do not 
get from the community at large.  

The feminist presence online goes beyond having access to 
online petitions and event information.  Feminists have the 
ability to carve and create a space of our own that can be 
used to promote social justice.   

In my own experience as the editor of the blog for the 
Womenõs Studies Student Association, I have used the 
internet to create a place where students can access          
important information about feminist activism on campus.  
As a result, we have created a community working toward 
social justice on campus.  

Dominant Discourse and 
My First Year in Womenõs Studies 

By Jessica Monteith 

Going into a Womenõs Studies major can be socially     
stressful and puzzling to many.  When I chose Womenõs 
Studies I received many negative responses.  Family and 
friends would say things like òSo when you come home are 
you going to tell us youõre a lesbian?ó or òWhat is there to 
learn about women anyways?ó 

What they did not know is that Womenõs Studies is not 
only about women.  It is also about equality between sexes.  
The biggest problem is that many people donõt know how 
biased their feelings are about Womenõs Studies.  This is  
not any  individualõs fault.  It is related to the dominant          
discourse of our society.  This term and many others are 
part of what one learns by taking Womenõs Studies courses.   

In my first-year Womenõs Studies classes, I have learnt a lot 
about dominant discourse, social construction and the    
history of women.  These things have helped shape who I 
am today.  I have learnt about myself, the position of 
women and the opportunities women are now lucky to 
receive.          

I have been empowered by my studies to the point that  I 
now  correct the biased comments of those around me and    
criticize movies.  I would call myself a feminist, and I would 
argue the  common negative stereotypes given to feminists 
are not  always true.  Womenõs Studies courses have shed a 
new light on my beliefs and I can now see the more positive 
side to feminism.      

Choosing Womenõs Studies was the best  decision I could 
have made for myself, my beliefs, and my future.   

Find the WSSA blog at ñ wssawindsor.wordpress.com 



Women in South Africa 
By Marianne Wright 

In February, I had the privilege of traveling to South Africa to volunteer for an organization called Rays of Hope.  My eyes were 
opened.  Everything Iõd seen, read, or heard came to life in those two weeks as I toured and helped out in a shack town called 
Alexandra.  As a third year Social Work and Womenõs Studies student, this was an experience of a lifetime.  Almost all the social 
problems we discussed in class and read in textbooks were present and magnified to the tenth degree.  

In Alex, in general, fathers do not stick around to help raise the kids.  We saw this in a pregnant girls support group.  Of the    
approximately twenty girls present, not one boyfriend had stayed in the relationship after finding out his girlfriend was with 
child.  I met women caring for their sisterõs baby, women caring for their daughterõs baby, women caring for their sonõs baby, 
women caring for their friendõs baby, and women caring for dozens of babies that had no relationship to them but needed       
protection and nurturing.  Women are the caretakers; they are the heads of households.  

One of the highlights of my trip was beading with the women who attended the Grannies Support Group.  These elders make 
necklaces to care for their grandchildren, most of whom have lost their parents to AIDS.  The necklaces make up the majority of 
their annual income.  Despite their difficult lives, these women were able to come together, share a meal, be creative, make a   
living, and smile and sing while doing it.  They showed such character and strength; they truly were an inspiration.  

The sense of community that was shared by the women in Alex was beautiful.  Not only did they reach out and carry each other, 
but they reached out to me, as a visitor, and welcomed me so that I felt like I was a part of the family, a part of the sisterhood.  

Grannies Support Group  in Alexandria, South Africa 
Photo by Marianne Wright  

Whatõs Happening in the World of Women in Windsor? 

 
 
 
 
 

 
We know thereõs lots going on.  If you are involved in a womenõs group, book club, or equality project, send us an update.  Tell us 

what youõre doing and why youõre so passionate about it.  If youõre interested, lots of others will be too.   

Send your information to wsvisitor@uwindsor.ca 
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