UWindsor Quick guide to the use of Al in graduate studies

Key considerations to keep in mind when contemplating using genAl in graduate study:

1. Shared understanding and prior approval: Discuss your plans for using genAl with
your supervisor and supervisory team before you start using these technologies. It
is important to understand whether your intended use is acceptable within the
disciplinary norms. Some use cases will be complex and have no clear answer. If
either you and/or your advisory team are unclear about whether the proposed use is
appropriate, talk to your AAU Head, Graduate Associate Dean/Graduate
Coordinator in your faculty, and the Faculty of Graduate Studies for advice.

2. Understand the risks and ethical considerations: There are evolving risks
associated with the use of Al (for example, inaccurate information, environmental
and social impacts, harmful biases, privacy and data security concerns and more).
Ensure you understand and have a plan to mitigate the risks associated with Al use
in your discipline and research area, and be able to explain them in any research
ethics applications as required.

3. Privacy and data protection: Most genAl tools currently available retain and use
any content provided by the user to develop their models. Therefore, any
information provided to these systems may be used by the parent companies.
Sharing private or confidential data and content protected by intellectual property
rights with genAl tools may present legal and ethical concerns. Graduate students
are expected to be aware of how their use of genAl can lead to potential breaches of
privacy, confidentiality and intellectual property rights. Graduate students intending
to use genAl must exercise caution in designing their research strategy to ensure it
protects data appropriately. Consult with your advisor before doing anything.

4. Transparent use: Transparency and explainability are important in the use of Al. Be
prepared to acknowledge and discuss your use of Al as a tool supporting your
research/graduate work. You must be able to clearly explain how your submitted
work represents your own original thinking, and how Al, where used, contributed
to that process.

5. Keep records: Document your use of Al in your research or creative activities. This
will help you to cite and describe use where appropriate, and to explain your
process to the committee later. It is also a useful learning approach to help you get
the most out of Al technology.
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6. Authorship and publishing: If you intend to publish your research, be sure you
understand and comply with the standards and norms identified by the publication.
While Al may assistin enhancing publication drafts, only humans can be authors.

7. Accountability: You are accountable for the integrity and accuracy of your work,
including anything assisted or created by Al. At this point, many Al systems
(especially generalist genAl tools like ChatGPT and Copilot) may still provide
inaccurate, biased outputs, including false references. It’s your responsibility to
thoroughly check the provenance of any Al output.

8. Choice of Al tool and user proficiency matter to the output: Just like choosing any
research methodology, analysis approach, or technology to help manage and
understand your data, the Al tool you choose and how well you use it can
significantly impact the outcome. Used properly, specialised Al tools can be
extremely powerful but expecting general publicly available tools to provide the
same level of output as a specialised research system will often lead to poor
outcomes. Similarly, you should expect to spend time learning how best to use an
Al system to get the best results.
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