
 

 

 
 

COST Action CA 17132: “European network for 
Argumentation and Public PoLicY analysis” (APPLY)  
 
Main Proposer: Dr. Marcin Lewiński (ArgLab-IFILNOVA-Universidade Nova de Lisboa) 
 
Providing and criticising reasons is indispensable to achieve sound public policy that 
commands the support of both citizens and stakeholders. This need is now widely 
acknowledged in the recent literature and key EU documents, which highlight the perils of 
populist discourse and policies. The European network for Argumentation and Public PoLicY 
analysis (APPLY) improves the way European citizens understand, evaluate and contribute to 
public decision-making on such matters of common concern as climate change or energy 
policies. Addressing this need from a multidisciplinary perspective on argumentation, the 
APPLY Action identifies gaps between the citizens’, policymakers’ and scholarly experts’ 
argumentation, and explores ways of treating them. This occurs through coordinated 
research activities in three main areas: a) empirical: an argumentative analysis of EU policy 
documents and procedures, the media and citizens’ discourse results in an annotated pan-
European database on institutional and citizens’ argumentation; b) normative: a critical study 
of concepts and methods to measure the quality of arguments in public policies results in a 
unified theoretical and methodological framework to analyse and evaluate public policy 
argument; c) prescriptive: the development of tools by which policymakers, citizens and 
various stakeholders engage in well-informed argumentative discussions. APPLY coordinates 
such networking activities as workshops, conferences, training schools and short-term 
scientific missions among European and international scholars and stakeholders. This 
provides insights into the understanding, evaluation and production of public policy 
arguments. APPLY thus benefits European policymakers and citizens, but also consolidates a 
currently dispersed argumentation scholarship across Europe and beyond. 
 
 
Approved project within the COST (European CO-operation in Science and Technology) 
programme – supported by the Horizon 2020 Programme. 
 
 

- Duration: 2018-2022 
- Total budget: € 500.000 - 600.000 (budget is determined annually with an average 

sum of € 125.000 per year) 
- The project is dedicated to coordinate research and networking activities such as 

workshops, conferences, training schools and short-term scientific missions among 
European and international scholars and stakeholders 

- Details of the project are available here  
 
 

http://www.cost.eu/COST_Actions
http://www.cost.eu/COST_Actions/ca/CA17132


 

 

 
 

- At the moment of application, the project involves 22 researchers in the area of 
argumentation studies from 14 countries (the project will further grow to expand the 
network)  

- The only COST project in this call with a Portuguese institution as the Main Proposer 
- The only COST project in this call with humanities (Philosophy and Linguistics) as the 

main areas (2.5%)  
- Only 5 out of 40 Actions are in the field of social sciences (13 %) (APPLY also includes 

researchers from Communication, Political Science, Psychology and Law) 
- The overall success rate: 9% (40 projects out 422 were approved) 
- The first COST project in the history of the NOVA/FCSH as the Main Proposer (data 

available back to 1990s) 
- The second COST project in the history of the Universidade NOVA as the Main 

Proposer (data available back to 1990s) 
 
 
The list of original proposers by country: 
 
Main Proposer: 
 
Portugal: 

Marcin Lewiński (ArgLab-IFILNOVA-Universidade Nova de Lisboa) 
 
Secondary Proposers: 
 
Canada: 

Christopher Tindale (University of Windsor) 
 
France: 

Marianne Doury (CNRS) 
 
Italy: 

Fabio Paglieri (Istituto di Scienze e Tecnologie della Cognizione, Consiglio Nazionale 
delle Ricerche (ISTC-CNR) [Goal-Oriented Agents Lab (GOAL)]) 

 
Malta: 
 Gordon Sammut (University of Malta) 
 
The Netherlands: 
 Jean Wagemans (University of Amsterdam) 
 Jan Albert van Laar (University of Groningen)  
 Henrike Jansen (University of Leiden) 
 
 



 

 

 
Poland:  

Mariusz Urbański (Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań) 
Paweł Jabłoński (University of Wrocław - Faculty of Law, Administration and 
Economics) 
 

Portugal: 
Dima Mohammed (ArgLab-IFILNOVA-Universidade Nova de Lisboa) 

 Paula Castro (Lisbon University Institute ISCTE-IUL) 
 
Romania: 

Anca Gâta (Dunarea de Jos University of Galati) 
 
Spain: 

Lilian Bermejo-Luque (University of Granada) 
 
Sweden: 
 Frank Zenker (Lund University) 
 
Switzerland: 
 Steve Oswald (University of Fribourg) 
 Thierry Herman (University of Lausanne) 
 Sara Greco (University of Lugano) 
 
Turkey: 

Önder Küçükural (Ibn Haldun University) 
 
United Kingdom: 

Isabela Fairclough (University of Central Lancashire) 
Rudi Palmieri (University of Liverpool) 

 
United States: 

Mark Aakhus (Rutgers University)  
  
 
 
  


