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Guidelines on Attendance at a Final Oral Defence

of a Major Paper, Thesis or Dissertation

Faculty of Graduate Studies

Minimum requirements for membership on final (defence) committees are as follows:

Major

Paper
Supervisor 1 (Chair)
Program Reader 1

Thesis
Defense Chair 1
Supervisor 1
Readers 2

Dissertation

Defense Chair 1
Supervisor 1
Program Reader 2
Outside Program 1
Reader
External Examiner 1

Given that the defence of the major paper/thesis/dissertation is the culmination of the

student’s research work and it is important that it be presented and examined properly for

quality control purposes, the Chair of the Defence should use the following conditions to

determine if the defence may proceed:

The defence should take place on the University of Windsor campus (review also

requirements for virtual defences).

The student and Defence Chair must be physically present.

A minimum of two committee members must be physically present.

At most one committee member may be absent (not physically or virtually present), and

the absent member cannot be the External Examiner.

At most two committee members may be virtually present.

Note that according to the calendar, the External Examiner must be present in order for her/his

vote to veto positive unanimity by the rest of the committee. The chair is non-voting.
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