Definitions Discussed
All definitions taken from Black’s Law Dictionary 12th ed (Thomson Reuters, 2024), online: https://1.next.westlaw.com/Browse/Home/SecondarySources/BlacksLawDictionary?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default), unless otherwise indicated.
Case Law / Cases – One source of law that we use in law school; it is also used by lawyers and by judges. Case law is a collection of past decisions made by judges. Case law collections are organized by jurisdiction first, and then by level of court. See Ontario | CanLII for examples from Ontario.
Civil Law – 1. One of the two prominent legal systems in the Western world, originally administered in the Roman Empire and still influential in continental Europe, Quebec, etc. 2. The body of law imposed by the state, as opposed to moral law. 3. The law of civil or private rights, as opposed to criminal law or administrative law.  (Less emphasis on judicial decisions as binding authority).
Common Law - The body of law derived from judicial decisions, rather than from statutes or constitutions.
Indigenous Law - A conversation about Indigenous law must start with a broader understanding of law, one that finds law in the way people in a society legitimately and authoritatively solve problems, make decisions, create safety, and maintain or repair relationships. Indigenous law refers to the reasoned principles and processes that Indigenous societies used and still use to govern themselves. In Canada, Indigenous law predates the common and civil law systems and continues to evolve, adapt, and apply to circumstances today.
Taken from: Jessica Asch and Tara Williamson, "An Introduction to Legal Research of Indigenous Legal Orders" in McCarney et al, eds, The Comprehensive Guide to Legal Research, Writing and Analysis, 4th ed (Emond, 2024) at 3:5.
International Law – 
Public International Law: The legal system governing the relationships between 	countries; more modernly, the law of international relations, embracing not only 	countries but also such participants as international organizations and individuals 	(such as those who invoke their human rights or commit war crimes).
Private International Law / Conflicts of Laws: opposition or conflict between the 	applicable laws of different states or jurisdictions regarding the rights of the parties 	in a case;
also: a branch of law that deals with the resolution of such conflict and the 		determination of the law applicable to cases in which the laws of different 	
jurisdictions are asserted.
Jurisdiction 1. A government's general power to exercise authority over all persons and things within its territory; esp., a state's power to create interests that will be recognized under common-law principles as valid in other states. 2. A court's power to decide a case or issue a decree.
Legal System - The laws and the way they work in a particular jurisdiction.
Military Law - The branch of public law governing military discipline and other rules regarding service in the armed forces. • It is exercised both in peacetime and in war, is recognized by civil courts, and includes rules far broader than for the punishment of offenders. — Also termed military justice. — Sometimes loosely termed martial law.
Municipal Law - Ordinances and other laws applicable within a city, town, or other local governmental entity.
Ratio Decidendi - The principle or rule of law on which a court decision is founded. “The process of judicial reasoning that was necessary in order for the court to reach [the] result” see: Drover v Canada (AG), 2025 ONCA 468 at para 36, citing Canada (AG) v Bedford, 2012 ONCA 186 at para 57 aff’d in part, rev’d in part, 2013 SCC 72, [2013] 3 SCR 1101.
Remedies - The field of law dealing with the means of enforcing rights and redressing wrongs.
Stare Decisis - The doctrine of precedent, under which a court must follow earlier judicial decisions when the same points arise again in litigation.  
-”Overturning precedent is a step not to be lightly undertaken...and would require 	the court to articulate compelling reasons that the precedent was wrongly decided.  	A precedent overruled is definitively and formally deprived of all authority, 		becoming null and void...{and replaced with} an authoritative new principle.” See 	Drover at para 42.
Binding Authority - A precedent that a court must follow. For example, a lower court is bound by an applicable holding of a higher court in the same jurisdiction.
See also: authoritative precedent or vertical precedent or vertical stare decisis-
A binding precedent established by a higher court within the same jurisdiction. See Drover at para 37. 
This strict doctrine has only two narrow exceptions: evolving legislative or social 	facts, or novel principles that post-date the prior decision and justify 
[bookmark: _Int_NJYZwpia]re-evaluation. See Drover at para 37.
Persuasive Authority that carries some weight but is not binding on a court, often from a court in a different jurisdiction.

