
Locating Word Definitions

If you are interested in understanding the meaning of a word, or how a word in a statute is to be interpreted, follow these steps:

1.  	a)  Check the section of the Act itself to see if the word is defined;
	b)  Check the PART of the Act in which the section is located to see if the 	word is defined;
	c)  Check the definitions section of the Act itself to see if the word has 	been defined.

If this approach yields no results, then:

2.  Note up the specific section of the Act and subsection to see if case law helps us interpret the word.

Additionally:

3.  Review the Index and other tables at the back of relevant textbooks and loose-leaf services regarding this area of law for the jurisdiction that you are working within.  Is this word located in the index?  If so, find it in the text and review.

Failing all of these steps above:

4.  Use a legal dictionary to see if the word is defined there; also,

5.  Use QL or WL "Words and Phrases" databases to see how the courts in any Canadian jurisdiction have defined the word.

[bookmark: _GoBack]6.  Use a textbook or loose-leaf service for this area of Canadian law generally.  Search the index to see if the word has been mentioned.

7.  Use a broad case law search on CanLII, QL or WL to try to locate the words as defined by any Canadian court in this general area of law.


For further help regarding definitions see Legistics - Definitions (justice.gc.ca)
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