
Sources of Law

Primary

Domestic

Quasi

Conventions • Legal Scholarship

• Popular Commentary

Secondary

International

Constitutional Ordinary

• Popular Commentary

• Moral, Political, 

Ethical, Religious Beliefs

• “Common Sense”

Cases

CustomTreaties Legislation
Case 

Law
Other

e.g. Prerogative

Power 

Subordinate

(Regulations)
Charter

Constitution 

Acts



Categories of Law

Positive, Official, 

Formal Law

Domestic Law

LAW

Unofficial, Informal, Social, 

Natural, Customary, etc. Law

International Law

Private Law
(Legal relationships among private 

individuals and groups) 

Torts, Contracts, Property, 

Wills/Estates, Family, Business

Domestic Law

Civil

(non-criminal disputes between 

private parties or with 

governments)

Public Law
(Legal relationship among 

governments, individuals and groups)

Administrative, Taxation, 

Constitutional, Criminal

International Law

Substantive Law

(defines rights and obligations)

Criminal

(violation of public interest 

requires state intervention 

and penalty)

Procedural Law

(provides methods to enforce rights)

Human Rights Human Rights



GOVERNMENT:  

The Legislative Process

Second reading in same House (debate on principle of bill; bill then referred to 

committee)

Consideration of a bill by appropriate committee (hearing of witnesses and 

clause by clause examination)

First reading of bill in either Senate or House of Commons (reading of title 

only, and bill ordered to be printed)

Report stage (consideration of committee report and any amendments made 

Third reading of bill (debate and final approval)

Report stage (consideration of committee report and any amendments made 

by committee)

Introduction of bill in other House and same process (with minor variations) 

repeated

The Governor General or his/her deputy (usually a judge of the Supreme 

Court) assents to bill in Senate Chamber in presence of  members of both 

Houses



Ontario Court Structure

Court of Appeal

Superior Court 

Court of Ontario

Superior Court 

of Justice Ontario Court 

of Justice

Divisional 

Court

Family 

Court

Small Claims 

Court



Canada’s Court System

Supreme Court of Canada

Court Martial 

Appeal Court
Provincial Courts 

of Appeal
Federal Court 

of Appeal

Provincial 

Administrative 

Tribunals

Provincial 

Courts

Provincial/Territorial 

Superior Courts

Federal 

Administrative 

Tribunals

Federal Court
Tax Court of 

Canada

of Appeal

Military 

Courts


