
Transitions 
Welcome Day!
June 11th, 2026 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Welcome!  My name is Prof. Fran Meloche. I am the Student Success Coordinator with the Faculty of Nursing. I’m a two-time graduate from UWindsor – completing both my BScN and MScN with thesis (a while ago!). My background in nursing includes LTC, home care, nursing education as a sessional instructor as well as now roles in nursing teaching & administration.  I am honoured to be your MC for this afternoon’s series of presentations. Before we get started with a couple housekeeping announcements I would like to take a moment to personally thank Prof. Katharine MacLean who coordinated this event today – I want to thank you and everyone who worked so hard to make this day happen!! [Applause]*

Housekeeping Announcements: 
Please set your phone / device to “silent” during presentations this afternoon. We fully appreciate that people may need to take a phone call – please exit quietly if you need to leave and return for any reason.
Washrooms are by the elevators if you are not already aware! 

Please welcome Dr. Cruz for Land Acknowledgement



The University of Windsor is 
located on the traditional 
territory of the Three Fires  

Confederacy of First Nations, 
including the Ojibwa, the 

Odawa, and the Potawatomi. 
By making this land  

acknowledgement, we 
recognize our responsibility to 
continue addressing systemic 

and historic injustices.

LAND 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Dr. Cruz to share the Land Acknowledgement



Agenda
• Opening Remarks & Introductions

• Student Accessibility Services (SAS)

• Academic Advising 

• Clinical Placement & Pre-Clearance Information

• Clinical Learning Centre & Sim Lab Tours
Scan for resources 
after today’s event

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
You should have received the agenda earlier this week – we will try to follow this flow for our afternoon as closely as possible. 
If you did not receive a copy of the agenda, you can use the QR code on the screen – look under the year 3 tab to find the agenda and many other resources for the event. 
After our event today, we will upload the presentation with all of our notes. 

Welcome to the University of Windsor Nursing program! Take a moment and give yourself and those around you a huge round of applause – There are so many reasons to celebrate, and we need to take time to do this! You are half-way done the program now and have worked extremely hard to get to this point. Today marks the beginning of an exciting new chapter in your nursing journey.  Just like there was a change between year 1 and 2, there will also be a change between year 2 and year 3 and again between year 3 and year 4. Today is a day that’s set aside to help you get ready for this change! 

As you prepare for the transition to year 3 courses, take a moment to think about what you need to get and feel prepared—both physically and mentally. You may even wish to jot a few thoughts down during our presentations today. Many students, faculty, staff, and volunteers are here today because they want to help you!  I am encouraging you to take advantage of every opportunity today to connect, ask questions, and have meaningful conversations about the things that are important for you and your transition from St. Clair. The more information and support you gather now, the smoother your transition will be. You will see on the agenda that there will be time at the end of the day to engage with our clubs – there’s even information about our graduate programs and how to get more involved in research. I would encourage you not to rush today, just to pause and take it all in. We know there’s a lot! 

I don’t know if any of you take care of a garden.. For those who do, you know that growth doesn't happen overnight. It requires preparation, consistent effort, and regular care. Your education is no different. My hope is that you will be able to get organized before September, be able to prioritize self-care, seek support when you need it, and take ownership of your learning. With that, I’d like to thank you for taking the time to come today!  No one has forced you to be here- you are actively supporting your transition by coming today and hopefully this will take some of the nerves out once September comes!  We are excited to welcome you to the UWindsor Nursing family – I know I speak for many when I say we look forward to supporting you every step of the way.




Dean's 
Welcome

Dr. Debbie Sheppard-LeMoine, PhD, RN

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Welcome from the Dean Dr Debbie Sheppard- LeMoine




Welcome to the 
University of Windsor! 

Faculty & Staff 
Introductions

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Welcome from our Faculty and Staff



Professor Natalie Bownes

CLINICAL PRACTICE 
LEARNING SPECIALIST 

FOR YEAR 1 & 3

GUIDE, MENTOR, AND 
PROVIDE EDUCATION TO THE 

CLINICAL INSTRUCTORS 
WHO TEACH YOU IN THE 
CLINICAL PLACEMENTS

SUPPORT STUDENTS WHO 
REQUIRE 

ASSISTANCE WITH 
CLINICAL

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Professor Natalie Bownes: Clinical Lead for year 1 and 3 



Professor Susan Dennison

CLINICAL PRACTICE 
LEARNING 

SPECIALIST FOR 
YEARS 2 & 4

GUIDE, MENTOR, AND 
PROVIDE EDUCATION TO THE 

CLINICAL INSTRUCTORS 
WHO TEACH YOU IN THE 
CLINICAL PLACEMENTS

SUPPORT STUDENTS WHO 
REQUIRE ASSISTANCE WITH 

CLINICAL

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Professor Susan Dennison: Clinical Lead for year 2 and 4 



Upcoming Important Dates for Fall 2026

Mandatory Transitions Orientation
Thursday September 3rd, 2026

9:30am-12:00pm

Live Virtual – Microsoft Teams

Mandatory Year 3 Lab and Clinical Orientation
Tuesday September 8th  2026

1:00-5:00pm

Live Virtual – Microsoft Teams

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Please add these important mandaevents to your calendar. 





https://www.facebook.com/sigmatauupsilon

https://twitter.com/tauupsilon

https://www.instagram.com/sigma_tauupsilon/

Other inquiries: sttitauupsilon@hotmail.com

Eligibility:
1. have completed 1/2 (one half) of  the nursing curriculum (3rd 

year)
2. rank in the highest 35 percent of  the graduating class
3. meet the expectation of  academic integrity

To request an application please contact: Felicia Varacalli
varacalf@uwindsor.ca 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Welcome from our local Windsor-Essex County chapter of the Sigma Theta Tau International Honor Society – Tau Upsilon 
We are proud to participate in this Transitions Welcome Day event
Sigma is an international community of nurses, dedicated to the advancement of knowledge, teaching, learning, and service through the cultivation of communities of practice, education, and research. *We just had our Spring Induction ceremony to celebrate our newest members last Saturday evening. However, you can join at any time. 
Our local activities and events recognize and promote the 3 foundational principles/ pillars of Sigma: Nursing Scholarship, Leadership, and Service 
Scholarship (i.e., scholarship awards, research awards, nursing practice and research presentations, interview and resume building clinic) 
Leadership (i.e., Sigma’s Biennial Convention, Local Region 10 Conference, undergraduate leadership award, community leader award) 
Service (i.e., Food Bank Fundraiser, Christmas Giving Campaign) 
 
Membership in Sigma provides valuable resources to support you throughout your nursing career, including discounted professional development courses, free subscriptions to Sigma’s top-ranked journals, free access to advisors and mentors for career support, invaluable conversations and networking opportunities within our local chapter and Sigma online member community, The Circle, a free job board, discounts on event registration, and opportunities for collaborative research and leadership grants.  
 
Sigma hosts various webinars including a "surviving your first years as a nurse" online course (normally $105 USD) --> FREE for Sigma members.  
 
For some additional information about Sigma – please check out this link (paste into chat): 
https://www.sigmanursing.org/why-sigma/about-sigma/sigma-organizational-fact-sheet 
 
YouTube link to share in chat on why they should join Sigma (1min33sec long): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y4o-v8zYBhk 
 
At the end of each semester, an email will be sent to eligible students to invite you to join. Please look for emails from Dr. Cruz or Prof. Ravi for this upcoming school year. 
Eligible undergraduate students include current Year 3 and 4 BScN students with a min cumulative GPA of 78% and ranked in the top 35% of their class. If unsure, please apply regardless.  
*Otherwise, if interested in becoming a member, please email our Membership Ambassadors, Felicia Varacalli or Melissa Mastroianni for an application. Please remember to return your completed application to Felicia or Melissa! - emails will be put in the chat. 
Felicia Varacalli  varacalf@uwindsor.ca 
Melissa Mastroianni mastroim@uwindsor.ca  
 



https://www.facebook.com/sigmatauupsilon
https://twitter.com/tauupsilon
https://www.instagram.com/sigma_tauupsilon/
mailto:%3csttitauupsilon@hotmail.com
mailto:varacalf@uwindsor.ca


Student Accessibility 
Services

Joyceln Lorito
Accessibility Advisor and Learning Strategist



What we do

• Academic Accommodations
• Testing Accommodations
• Learning Strategies
• Assistive Technology
• Executive Functioning Support



Did you have Accommodations at your 
previous institution?
1. Fill out an intake form at 

www.uwindsor.ca/sas
2. An advisor will be assigned to 

you and reach out to make an 
appointment

3. Gather your medical 
information from your previous 
institution to be accommodated 
here at the University of 
Windsor

http://www.uwindsor.ca/sas


What if I don't have Medical 
Documentation?
• Fill out an intake form 

www.uwindsor.ca/sas
• An advisor will meet with you 

and help you to get medical 
documentation filled out

http://www.uwindsor.ca/sas


Other Supports Offered

• Executive Functioning supports through the Learning Strategist

• Free Learning Strategies from the Learning Strategist by 
appointment ONLY

• Assistive Technologist support by appointment ONLY
• "How to" group sessions
• Find out more when you speak with your Accessibility Advisor



Myths - debunked

"If I am accommodated, my employer will know and I won't be 
hired."
- Your employer does not need to know that you received academic 

accommodations

"When I graduate it will say that I had accommodations during my 
degree process."
- Your degree will look the same as everyone else's.  There is no 

mention of being registered with SAS on your degree



Academic 
Advising & 
Student Success 
Prof. Fran Meloche, MScN RN, PN
Student Success Coordinator
Sessional Instructor

Email: fmeloche@uwindsor.ca

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In this presentation, we will discuss academic advising, supports, and opportunities that are available to you through the Nursing Student Support Centre. 

Many of you may not have had a dedicated person you could go to – to discuss your academics, your career goals and other supports that may be helpful for your learning. Now… you have a go-to person for all of this and more! 

What is the Student Success Coordinator (SSC)?  The SSC works within the Faculty of Nursing to improve student retention and success at the undergraduate and graduate levels. The primary focus is on academic advising, tracking, and identifying students in danger of withdrawing from the program (by choice or by program requirement) and providing them with supports to enable their retention and eventual success. My role is separated into three areas I work on with students: Academic Advising, Career Advising/ Planning, and Recruitment of incoming or new students.








Nursing Student 
Support Centre

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Nursing Student Support Centre is a suite of offices in this building on the 2nd floor. If you go to the 2nd floor – it’s the opposite side of the Clinical Learning Centre (Nursing Lab).  In that space, there’s a whole team to support you including the clinical placement team, one nursing secretary, and the clinical therapist in addition to Prof. MacLean and I who work to support student success. 

We are also on Brightspace! 

Look for these two Brightspace organization sites associated with the Nursing Student Support Centre / Success Office. 

You should get access to these Brightspace sites in the fall and they will appear under “organizations” 

You will also have a few more organization sites including the Clinical Learning Centre (CLC), Nursing Society, Southwestern Ontario Hospitals. You do not have to do any extra work to be added to these organization sites. You will be added automatically. 







Academic Advising 
• Academic planning, course overload requests, advanced standing
• Transcript, degree requirements or progress report questions
• Struggling with a course
• Referrals for support services (on campus & with nursing)
• Program Regulations*
• Course Appeals
• Career pathway advising
• LEAD program / volunteer information

Student Success Programs:
• Early Intervention 
• Tutor-Match 
• Returning Student Program 

To book an advising appointment (virtual or in-person):
• Online Booking; E-mail fmeloche@uwindsor.ca or nurse@uwindsor.ca

Academic Advising 
Booking Link

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Student Success Coordinator (Nursing)- advising appointments available – appointments by email – fmeloche@uwindsor.ca. Academic Advising is available through the Student Success Coordinator in the Nursing Student Support Centre M-F 8:30 – 4:30.  
New booking system - booking link soon to be posted on our resources website – it’s at the bottom of my e-mail signature now. This is a trial for the summer – may be expanded into the next academic year if it’s working well for students. 


Common Referrals to Faculty of Nursing & Campus Services/Supports: 
Student Success & Leadership Centre (campus); Study Tips 
Student Accessibility Services
Student Counselling Services
Library/ Research Support
Career & Employment Services (Resume & Interview prep)
Financial Aid & Awards Office & MUCH… MUCH MORE! 




mailto:fmeloche@uwindsor.ca
mailto:nurse@uwindsor.ca


Support Services.. We are all here to help YOU!

• Student Success Programs
• Peer Mentor Program 
• Course Professors, GAs, TAs, and Staff
• Clinical & Lab Instructors 
• Clinical Therapist for Counselling
• Nursing Society, UWNS, & other nursing clubs
• Campus supports 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Programs that can help:

If you are struggling in your nursing courses this summer OR in any of your nursing courses this fall, please reach out so that we can see what you may need- we have a variety of free and paid services. 
Early Intervention Program (automatic outreach for students who achieve 60% and lower on their first MT). Students can request advising on their own if they wish to identify opportunities to maximize grades/ comprehension and application of material. 

Tutor Match Program (based on request- email fine) – tutors earn $20.00 per hour.  Class, small group, individual tutoring available – tutors available on a first come, first serve basis and may not be available closer to final exams.  

Feeling like you need to build confidence before you go to clinical or during the semester?  Email genlab@uwindsor.ca to schedule an appt with a peer mentor in the nursing lab! There is a CLC Brightspace organization site for resources and information about the lab. 

Tackle Bimodal & hybrid learning!  Ensure you are getting organized early by looking at Brightspace and the course outline. Involve your course / clinical professors when you have questions. Tips for successful transition: Go to class as often as possible. Schedule regular meetings/appointments with your course professor or GA for office hours.  Bring specific questions that you want to work on or based on what you are struggling with in specific.  These times are set aside to help students with the course concepts/material.

Take care of your mental health & stress levels!  Check out the wellness resources including the Nursing Clinical Therapist for counselling. 

 








Visit: Lots of Support Services on Campus

https://www.uwindsor.ca/156/lots-student-support-
services

Link for Support Services: 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Campus Support Services List: http://www.uwindsor.ca/156/lots-student-support-services



https://www.uwindsor.ca/156/lots-student-support-services
https://www.uwindsor.ca/156/lots-student-support-services
https://www.uwindsor.ca/156/lots-student-support-services
https://www.uwindsor.ca/156/lots-student-support-services
https://www.uwindsor.ca/156/lots-student-support-services
https://www.uwindsor.ca/156/lots-student-support-services
https://www.uwindsor.ca/156/lots-student-support-services


• Noah Bastien, Year 4 Nursing Student 

(Click on image to access Video)

Tips to Transition Successfully!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OSSGwXGO1tM


Getting Organized! 

Resources for Current Students 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
*Summer Homework: 
Please familiarize yourself with all of the policies in the undergraduate handbook as well as the clinical policies handbook. All policies can be found on the Faculty of Nursing current students website.  Program regulations can be found in the university of Windsor undergraduate student calendar. They were updated this year. See the University of Windsor Academic Calendar (one published each semester) to review the most recent program regulations. 




Important Dates: Sync your Calendar! 
http://www.uwindsor.ca/registrar/events-listing

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Summer Homework:
Get Organized!  You can do this anytime! 


http://www.uwindsor.ca/registrar/events-listing
http://www.uwindsor.ca/registrar/events-listing
http://www.uwindsor.ca/registrar/events-listing


UWinsite Student Account Set-up
• Receive Student Number & PIN

• Activate UWinsite Student Account & Extend UWIN 
Account 

• Plan Courses (Validation) – add to shopping cart

• Enroll/Register in Courses

• Check Fall 2026 Student Schedule 

• Verify grades are accurate on transcript (end of Sept)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Fall Registration will be late June or early July �If you have not received an email from the Registrar’s department at the University and you have indicated on your transfer application form that you taking a “fall” course, your student ID and PIN has likely not been sent quite yet.  

Grades and transfer credits will be on system closer to September- sometimes as late as the end of September.  If you don’t see your grades & transfer credits from the college by the end of September, please email: nurse@uwindsor.ca. 
Do not trust what you are seeing on your academic advisement report or your academic progress (pie chart) – it will be inaccurate until all of your grades have transferred over.
Special Note: ATTN: Please include your student number when you are emailing the nursing office or any of the nursing staff.


Validation prior to Registration

1st date – validation date – you validate your courses and the system will do a pre-requisite check. If you get an error message, please follow-up with nurse@uwindsor.ca and take a screen shot of the error message if possible. Your spot is not held in the course and you are not registered at this point. 

2nd date – enrollment / registration date – all courses are validated in your shopping cart (there are no pre-requisite issues). You can enroll/ register for your courses. Check your student schedule afterwards to ensure you’ve registered in everything. Compare it with the course sequence guide for nursing. 

Troubleshooting – use google or MS edge for your browser. Safari does not work well to navigate for registration (not university of Windsor supported).  I.T. services has a live chat box if needed to help navigate student account issues. I find this is the quickest way to receive help from the I.T. Services department.
 



https://www.uwindsor.ca/registrar/uwinsite-student
https://www.uwindsor.ca/registrar/uwinsite-student
https://www.uwindsor.ca/registrar/uwinsite-student
https://www.uwindsor.ca/registrar/uwinsite-student


Grades & Transfer Credits

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Non-nursing courses – show up on your transcript as “T”
Nursing courses all have a grade attached.  

Please note: the courses in the picture are not the same as your courses. 
Transfer credits - You should have:
BIOM 1073 Introductory Medical Microbiology
PSYC 3390: Health Psychology
SOSC 2500: Basic Quantitative Methods (STATS)

Please verify all grades and transfer credits around end of September and let us know if a correction needs to be made on your transcript. 

Please note: Your cumulative average will take into account all previous university of windsor courses including completed and partial degrees.  

Honour Roll – Dean’s list – students become eligible after one full-time semester enrolled in the program at the University of Windsor is complete.  





Chatham Opportunities:

• Clinical Placements

• Exam writing 

• Experiential Lab and Sim
An email was sent to have you request this option if you 

started your nursing at St. Clair Chatham 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
For students who started their nursing program at St Clair Chatham, there is an opportunity to complete your clinical placements, experiential labs, simulation (SIM) activities, and exam writing in Chatham.

Students may choose to complete only their clinical placements in Chatham if that is their preference.
If you choose to complete your labs, simulations, and exams in Chatham, all written exams for that semester will also be written in Chatham.
Each semester, Susan Rotondi Moore will distribute a survey where you can indicate your interest and submit your request.
It is important to complete the survey before it closes, as available spaces may be offered to other students once the survey deadline has passed.
The survey has been sent to all students who started their program at St Clair Chatham. If you have not yet completed it, please scan the QR code on this slide to access the survey.





Fall 2026 Registration – How to Register

• NURS 3542 Clinical Practicum IV ( UW Staff)

• NURS 3551 Experiential learning lab V

• NURS 3830 Adult health and Health Alterations III

• NURS 3940 Nursing Care of Children and Youth 

• NURS 3950 Nursing Research 

• NURS 3960 Community Health Nursing 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Students will be assigned to clinical groups and will receive an email indicating the day of the week they are scheduled for clinical placement.
Students will receive registration instructions from the Clinical Placement Secretary  Susan Rotondi Moore. Please follow these instructions carefully when registering for your courses.
Due to the large number of Year 3 students, it is very important that students follow the registration instructions so that there is adequate space available in all courses and labs.
If your preferred Experiential Learning Lab (ELL) is full, please select another available lab and register in it. There are no waitlist for ELL labs, and course enrollment limits will not be increased.

Brightspace: 
Each course is connected to a Brightspace site. These sits have course materials, announcements, and other important information about your course posted. 
Brightspace sites are typically activated on the first day of class or shortly before classes begin.
To have access to your Brightspace sites you must be officially registered in a course through UWinsite. 
For some courses, such as clinical placements, you may have access to both a main course site and a separate Brightspace site specific to your clinical group.
Within Brightspace, you will find an “Organizations” tab that provides access to:
Clinical Learning Centre – General lab resources and announcements
Nursing Career Exploration and Professional Development: Career and professional development opportunities. 
Nursing Student Support Centre – Academic advising, student support, and career information� Southwestern Hospital Site – Information about hospital placements and available eLearn modules

To find out information about your required textbooks: Once you are registered in a course, you can visit the online bookstore and search by course code to determine whether the required textbook list has been posted. Official University of Windsor Apparel, Merchandise & Gifts

Academic Advising: If you need to reduce your course load for any reason, please seek academic advising before dropping courses. An advisor can help you develop a plan that keeps you on track for graduation. Contact nurse@uwindsor.ca to request advising. 

Course Overloads: Some students have already inquired about course overloads. A course overload occurs when a student requests to take one or more courses beyond those listed in the official course sequence guide. All course overload requests must be submitted either to Fran Meloche in Student success or to the Nursing Office, as there are specific policies and requirements that must be followed.

Year 4 information: Information regarding clinical placements, labs, theory courses, exams in Chatham, and Year 4 Winter Semester arrangements for both the Windsor and Chatham campuses will be discussed separately.
 

 




https://ask.uwindsor.ca/app/answers/detail/a_id/48


• ask.UWindsor: step-by-step 
knowledge-based articles & 
reach out for help!

• Registrar’s: Admission & 
Records Officer

• General Inquiries: 
nurse@uwindsor.ca

• Academic / Program Advising: 
fmeloche@uwindsor.ca

Need Help?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here are some useful links to help with getting information to help you: 

1. ask.UWindsor: step-by-step knowledge-based articles & reach out for help! http://ask.uwindsor.ca/
2. Registrar's: Admission and Records Officer: Contact Us | Office of the Registrar
3. General inquiries go to the Nursing office: nurse@uwindsor.ca- emails will be triaged to the correct person from this email 
4. Academic Advising: May contact Fran Meloche directly at fmeloche@uwindsor.ca or request an appointment at nurse@uwindsor.ca 

Here is a step by step article to help with class registration: 
ask.UWindsor - How do I register for classes?




http://ask.uwindsor.ca/
http://ask.uwindsor.ca/
https://www.uwindsor.ca/registrar/540/contact-us
https://www.uwindsor.ca/registrar/540/contact-us
https://www.uwindsor.ca/registrar/540/contact-us
mailto:nurse@uwindsor.ca
mailto:fmeloche@uwindsor.ca


BScN Course 
Sequence Guide

• NURS 3130- Professional Nursing III: 

Leadership and Management in Nursing 

• NURS 3552 Clinical Practicum V

• NURS 3561 Experiential Learning Lab VI 

• NURS 3840 Adult Health and Health 

Alterations IV

• NURS 3970 Health issues in Gerontology 

• NURS 4XXX Indigenous Health 

• NURS 3632 Consolidated Practicum III

Winter 2027 Courses

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Winter Registration as a heads up usually happens in November.  
Please refer to this version of the course sequence guide to ensure you are registered into the correct courses. 
Last year, our professional nursing series of courses changed. 
There are now four courses in this series instead of five courses. 
In the winter, you will be registering for Professional Nursing III – this is not the same course as you took in year 2!!  
It has a different course code – NURS 3130 and will be focused on Leadership and Management in Nursing.  
The year 4 professional nursing course changed course codes as well. 
In year four you will be registering for NURS 4140 Professional Nursing IV: Transition to Practice.  
Please ensure you are using the correct course sequence guide. 

NURS 4999 Indigenous Health -  we are still waiting for a unique course code for Indigenous Health. Until then, it is under a nursing option code (NURS 4999) but is NOT a nursing option course. 

RN Prescribing is now a nursing option course. You need at least one nursing option course in the program, however, you can take more than one. 
We recently found out that we are the first nursing program in the world to embed RN Prescribing in a nursing program. 
Last week at convocation and pinning – we celebrated this special moment in history. 
If this is something you want to do – you will be able to take RN prescribing if you wish in year 4 and graduate with the RN prescribing designation. 






. 






LEAD Medallion Program

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
LEAD program 

GOLD - Completed high-impact experiences in all four (4) areas of LEAD, with at least two experiences for each category with supporting evidence for each experience.  
SILVER – Completed high-impact experiences in three (3) areas of LEAD, with at least two experiences for each category with supporting evidence for each experience. 
BRONZE - Completed high-impact experiences in two (2) areas of LEAD, with at least two experiences for each category and supporting evidence for each experience. 

Applications open usually in March prior to graduation. 

Students can wear the medals across the convocation stage and to pinning!

Students can made an academic advising appt with the Student Success Coordinator to discuss LEAD. 




Welcome to UWindsor! #lancerproud

Dr. Kathy Pfaff
Associate Dean, Graduate 

Programs and Research

kpfaff@uwindsor.ca

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes







International Exchange Opportunities

•Sweden- Fall of 4th Year

•Please contact Prof. Natalie Bownes 
for information: nbownes@uwindsor.ca

•You can also visit: 
•https://www.uwindsor.ca/studentexcha
nge/302/student-exchange-program

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If interested, please contact Prof. Natalie Bownes for further information. 

mailto:nbownes@uwindsor.ca
https://www.uwindsor.ca/studentexchange/302/student-exchange-program
https://www.uwindsor.ca/studentexchange/302/student-exchange-program
https://www.uwindsor.ca/studentexchange/302/student-exchange-program
https://www.uwindsor.ca/studentexchange/302/student-exchange-program
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https://www.uwindsor.ca/studentexchange/302/student-exchange-program
https://www.uwindsor.ca/studentexchange/302/student-exchange-program


Work & Volunteer
• Ignite Work Study & VIP Community Service-Learning Experiences; Living Well Lancers; Connecting4Success

• Nursing Society – number of positions available

• UWNS – University of Windsor Welcomes Nursing Students (Club)

• Mental Health & Wellness Outreach Team

• Canadian Black Nurses Alliance (CBNA) – Windsor Chapter

• Nursing Students in Pediatrics

• Student Medical Response Services - SMRS

• IHI Open School Workshops and Professional Development

• WESpark – Research Collaboration in Windsor-Essex County

• UNE positions – WRH had interviews at the University last fall, may do something similar this year.

• Faculty of Nursing Job Fair – 25+ Nursing Employers – end of Nov.

• Watch Brightspace Announcements – Nursing Student Support Centre & Employer Information for new opportunities

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes





Student Health, Counselling & Wellness

Laura Little, MSW, RSW
Clinical Therapist, Faculty of Nursing

Nursing Student Support Centre 
Room 201-A 
Toldo Health Education Building

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Mental Health & Wellness Outreach Committee  - look for emails – we are always looking for students to help with our team outreach events. 




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes





When should I seek professional help for my mental health?

You could benefit from student health, 
counselling & wellness services if:
 
• You are having difficulty with your daily living routine 

(trouble sleeping, eating, attending classes, feeling 
isolated etc.)

• You are having a hard time coping or adjusting to 
changes

• You are struggling with difficult or upsetting thoughts or 
feelings; or there is a troubling situation you are dealing 
with.

“I’m struggling… but I’m not sure if I need counselling”

• Excessive stress

• Panic and/or 
Anxiety

• Depression

• Relationship issues 
(family, roommates, 
significant others)

• Processing difficult 
events

• Boundaries

• Substance use

• Disordered Eating

• Abuse (verbal, 
emotional, physical, 
sexual)

• Trauma

• Grief

• Suicidal thoughts

Students make appointments for many 
different reasons:



How do I access services?
The Student Counselling Centre offers single session (one-off) appointments, groups and short-term therapy. 
If you would like to access any of these options, follow the 3 easy steps below.

1. Contact the Student Counselling Centre by email, phone or in person:          
• 519.253.3000 ext. 4616
• scc@uwindsor.ca
• CAW Student Centre 2nd floor, room 293 (Mon-Fri 8:30am-4:30pm)

2. Our office administrators will give you confidentiality & informed consent documents to 
complete.  Services are offered in-person, via secure videoconference, or by telephone (*groups are in 
person or online)

3. After the forms are completed, our admin team will schedule you in! 

Our services are confidential and offered at no additional cost 
to students currently enrolled at the University of Windsor

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
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You Deserve Support - We’re Here for You!
The University of Windsor has many mental health & wellness resources 
available to you.
Visit the Student Health, Counselling & Wellness website at this link: 
https://www.uwindsor.ca/wellness/node/340/resources  
for more resources including:

• On & off campus resources
• 24/7 Crisis & Urgent supports
• Online self-help modules

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
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Fall Clinical Placements

Year 3 Clinical Placements 

• Types of  Clinical & 
floors/units available 

• Clinical placement process
 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
For the next part of this discussion we will talk about what to expect for your clinical placements what types of experiences that are available. 
and some information about how the clinical placement processes work and your pre-clearance clinical requirements. 





Clinical Opportunities

• Medical-Surgical
• Cardiology
• Neurology​/ Neurosurgery
• Mental Health
• Long-Term Care
• Palliative
• Complex Care​
• Oncology
• Maternal Newborn​
• Pediatrics OR School Health

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We  have a variety of different placements for your 3rd year clinical. The majority of our placements are in the Windsor however we also have great placement opportunities in  Chatham, and Leamington. 

Students from St Clair Chatham were sent an email recently to identify if they would like to have their clinical placements in Chatham  if you did not respond to that email then please reach out to Susan Rotondi Moore srotond@uwindsor.ca - ASAP with your request to see if this can be accommodated. 




Clinical Placement Policy

• Students are expected to complete clinical 
placements in Windsor, Essex County, or 
Chatham-Kent County.

• Students are responsible to arrange their own 
transportation to and from placements (e.g. 
vehicle, public transit, car-pool, car share, 
etc.) and for any costs of travel and 
accommodation (if required).

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Some notable policies related to our clinical placements. 




Conflict of Interest Policy
• Please contact the Clinical Placement Coordinator as soon as possible if you think you have 

identified a conflict in your clinical placement setting.

• You cannot work as an RPN or as a UNE on the floor where you are completing clinical. 

• If you are working at a local hospital, please contact Susan Rotondi-Moore 
srotond@uwindsor.ca to let her know where you are working.

• A conflict of interest may occur if a family member or someone you have a close personal 
relationship with:

• Is part of your clinical group 
• Is employed on the unit where you are placed 
• Is your clinical instructor 
• Is the supervisor or manager on the unit

• More information can be found on our Faculty of Nursing website. (See Undergraduate Student 
Handbook).

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Students must report immediately to one of the Faculty of Nursing Clinical/Course Coordinators if you think you have identified a conflict in your clinical placement setting. ​
Some examples are: ​
a. A student has a family member in his/her clinical group; ​
b. A student has been assigned to a clinical setting in which they are employed in a paid or unpaid position; ** if you work as an RN or UNE at one of the hospitals please contact Susan Rotondi-Moore and let her know where you are working ** ​
c. A student has been assigned to a clinical setting in which one of his/her family members is employed or is a client; ​
d. A student has been assigned to a clinical instructor, faculty advisor, or preceptor who is related to him/her. ​
In any of the above situations, students will be re-assigned to a clinical area where there is no relational conflict. ​
Family members- include but are not limited to the following: sister, brother, mother, father, spouse, significant other, daughter, son, nephew, niece, uncle, aunt, cousin, or in-laws. ​
Other interpersonal relationships that may pose a conflict must be disclosed by the student and will be assessed on an individual basis ​
​
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Pre-Clearance Clinical Requirements​

Up to date pre-clearance clinical information is 
found at this website:​

http://www.uwindsor.ca/nursing/375/pre-clearance-
information-and-forms 

Due date: August 19th 2026 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Now we want to talk to you about the process of getting your pre-clearance for clinical done. 
The university uses Verified Synergy Gateway inc as our agency to upload your pre-clearance documents. 
When should you start preparing this? – As soon as you are done your consolidation and before you get to settled into you vacation mode start looking at the requirements so you can plan to get all this done before the due date of August 19th 2026. 

New last year, all documentation must be valid until the last day of year 3 consolidation in 2027 otherwise you won’t pass your synergy clearance.  

University of Windsor Synergy Account: 
You will make a new synergy account with your uwindsor email. 
You can use documents from your St Clair clearances if they are still valid- (for example lab work if done within last 5 years) however they must be uploaded into your UWindsor Synergy account. 
Clearances done with your St Clair account will not be accepted. 

http://www.uwindsor.ca/nursing/375/pre-clearance-information-and-forms
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Clinical Pre-Clearance Overview
• Hospitals and community agencies mandate that students meet 

specific medical and non-medical requirements.
• Students need to be cleared annually- University of Windsor is now 

using Verified Synergy Gateway to complete the screening process.
• Flexible appointment scheduling.
• Confidentiality and privacy maintained.
• Fees for screening available on the Synergy ERV forms found on 

the Pre- Clearance information link found on the main University of 
Windsor Nursing page.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
When students are placed in their clinical placements Hospitals and community agencies mandate that students meet specific medical and non-medical requirements.
Students need to be cleared annually- University of Windsor is now using Verified Synergy Gateway to complete the screening process.
Flexible online appointment scheduling- you don’t have to attend these appointments you make appointments to have your documents reviewed online once you have submitted them all. 
Confidentiality and privacy maintained.
There are Fees each time you have your documents reviewed so please carefully review all the requirements for your clearances from the Synergy ERV forms found on the Pre- Clearance information link found on the main University of Windsor Nursing page to avoid unnecessary fees. 
It is also recommended that you ensure that your documentation does not expire before the end of the semester to avoid any additional fees even if it means completing something a little earlier than needed. This will avoid an additional. 







Verified Synergy Account Setup
• Activate and extend your uwindsor.ca email 

• This must be completed before your University of Windsor Synergy 
account can be created. 

• Set up your Verified Synergy account 
• You will receive an email from Verified Synergy Gateway with instructions 

on how to activate your University of Windsor Synergy account. 
 Important: The activation link is only valid for 48 hours 
 If the link expires, contact srotond@uwindsor.ca to request a new
 activation email. 
• Save your login information 

• Keep your username and password in a secure place for future access to 
your University of Windsor Synergy account. 



Medical Requirements
• Medical requirements are listed on 

the Year 2-4 ERV found at this link: 
Pre-Clearance Information and 
Forms | Faculty of Nursing  

• Be sure you are using your University 
of Windsor Synergy account. We do 
not have access to your St Clair 
accounts. 

• Carefully review the ERV so you have 
all the requirements prior to booking 
your  Synergy appointment. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here is a quick look at the Pre-clearance Medical requirements, this is all listed in the ERV online. Be careful to read the requirements.
ie 1 step TB testing needs to be done annually and if you have ever had a positive test in the past you need a medical exam (yearly) and a chest x ray (the chest Xray is valid for 2 years) . 
For your MMR and Varicella you only need either your proof of 2 vaccines or blood work within 5 years not both. 
For your hepatitis you will need to make sure you have a blood test that is less than 5 years old. So be careful to make sure you review your ERV carefully and review the details of the requirements before making your review appointment.  
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Non-Medical Requirements 
• The non-medical forms are 

posted here: Pre-Clearance 
Information and Forms | 
Faculty of Nursing

• Please note how long the 
requirements are valid. 

• Ensure all requirements are 
completed before you 
schedule your Synergy 
clearance appointment

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
These are the Non Medical pre-clearance requirements again listed on the ERV. The forms for these are also attached to the ERV to make it easy to find or are located individually on the Main Faculty of nursing website. 

Carefully review these and make sure that you  do this early. Register for classes and apply early for things like your Vulnerable sector police clearances as some have been taking 8-10 weeks to get back.  

Most of these requirements are done annually. 

Mask fit testing is only done every 2 years unless there is a need due to mask size availability and or any major physical changes ie significant weight changes.  
The ERV has the current Mask sizes that are available in our facilities so be sure that your mask fit is one of the ones listed so your clearance is not delayed. 
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Important Pre-Clearance Information :

• Synergy Due Date: August 19, 2026 
• Applies to all Year 2 & 3 students completing clinical placements at any point during the 2026–2027 

academic year 
• School Year-Based Clearance: 

• You will only pass your synergy clearance if ALL clearance documents do not expire prior to the LAST day 
of your Year 3 consolidation date which is May 5th 2027. 

• Vulnerable Sector Screening (VSS): 
• Apply early as processing can take 8–10 weeks. 

• Annual CPR- Must be a Canadian BLS or Health Care Provider level course, in person or hybrid ( theory online 
and practical portion in person) 

• Annual SMG Health Care Crisis Intervention Training and Online Physical Techniques
• You must take the University of Windsor training courses, certificates from any other agency or hospital 

are no longer accepted. 
• SMG has stated that these courses are required to be taken no more than 30 days apart to be valid.
• https://windsoruniversity-safemanagement.talentlms.com/catalog/index  

• Synergy review timeline: 
• Review results are returned within approximately 48 hours 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Just wanted to highlight some important highlights and changes to make note of as you are preparing for the fall: 
School year based clearance: You will only pass your synergy clearance if ALL clearance documents do not expire prior to the LAST day of your consolidation date. For year 3 students all documents must be valid until May 5th 2027
VSS: Please order your VSS right after you complete your consolidation this year. Do not delay! They have been taking 8-10 weeks to come back so it is important you leave enough time to get these back, so your pre-clearance is not delayed.
CPR- We are now only accepting BLS and HCP 
SMG-  Health Care Crisis Intervention Training module AND Physical Techniques online module- Given you have taken the SMG crisis intervention courses in the past you may choose the refresher bundle for this. 
 You must take the University of Windsor training courses, certificates from any other agency or hospital are no longer accepted 
SMG has stated that these courses are required to be taken no more than 30 days apart to be valid


https://windsoruniversity-safemanagement.talentlms.com/catalog/index
https://windsoruniversity-safemanagement.talentlms.com/catalog/index
https://windsoruniversity-safemanagement.talentlms.com/catalog/index
https://windsoruniversity-safemanagement.talentlms.com/catalog/index


Synergy Results
• Please check the results from your Synergy appointment. 

• If you have PASS congratulations! 

• If you have a FAIL or PENDING status, please carefully review the email 
you were sent outlining what you will need to submit to obtain your 
PASS. 

QR 
Code



Mandatory Orientations

Mandatory Transitions Orientation
Thursday September 3rd, 2026

9:30am-12:00pm

Live Virtual – Microsoft Teams

Mandatory Year 3 Lab and Clinical Orientation
Tuesday September 8th  2026

1:00-5:00pm

Live Virtual – Microsoft Teams

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Please remember to mark these dates for your orientations. They are before the first day of classes!




What is the Clinical Learning Centre (CLC)?

• Lab space on campus and virtually
• Resource for students, faculty, and staff  
• Provides learning opportunities through 

appointments with peer mentors (in person 
and virtual) and open lab practice. 

• A safe, judgement free atmosphere to ask 
questions about skills, clinical assignments, 
and much more.

• The CLC consists of the General (GEN) 
nursing lab and the Simulation (SIM) nursing 
lab.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes





General Nursing Lab 

• The general lab is located in Toldo & the Medical Education Building (MEB). These two 
buildings are attached.

• The general lab consists of:
• Main Office (Toldo 210)
• 6-bed practice lab with new mid-fidelity manikin (Toldo 212)
• 6-bed nursing skills lab including a medication room with a PYXIS machine (Toldo 214)
• 4-bed practice lab (Toldo 209A)
• 2-bed practice lab (Toldo 209B)
• 7-bed practice lab (MEB 2128)
• 8-bed experiential learning lab (MEB 3129)

• 2 primary care rooms with viewing station (next to MEB 3129)

Presenter Notes
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General lab information 

• The general lab is open for a variety of hours to 
meet nursing students' needs.

• We book peer mentor appointments so you 
can have one on one time with a peer mentor.

• We offer virtual appointments.
• The general lab provides support, education, 

and expertise to assist nursing students to be 
successful with hands on skills at their clinical 
settings.

• Information is posted on the CLC Brightspace 
site.

• 2 primary care rooms with viewing station (next 
to MEB 3129)

Presenter Notes
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General Lab Members

Clinical Lab Coordinator: 
Lacey Rivest MN RN BScN 
CHPCN graduated from the 
University of Windsor BScN 

program in 2007 and 
University of Windsor Master 
of Nursing program in 2023. 

Peer Mentors: 3rd and 4th year 
nursing students hired to work 

in the general lab. They help 
the students with hands on 

skills, answer questions, and 
support the nursing students 

in all levels.

Presenter Notes
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Resources

• Clinical Lab Coordinator and Peer Mentors through virtual & in-person appointments  
and email.  

• Open lab for practice
• Brightspace site: Clinical Learning Centre 
• CLC Brightspace site has online resources, skills videos, announcements regarding 

hours and appointments, lab expectations, and much more information.
• Instagram page: uwinclc
• *Add an email signature to your uwin email 

• with your name 
• year of study
• other important information you would like.  

Presenter Notes
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Experiential Lab Guidelines

No food or drinks in any lab 
rooms

Respect the equipment and 
property in the rooms

No pens around any 
simulation equipment or lab 

models

Lab guidelines posted on the 
CLC  site 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes





Simulation Lab
• Students in all levels participate in a SIM 

experience each year. 
• SIM is an amazing experience where you 

will learn and collaborate with your team 
to care for your patients.

• It builds confidence and competence for 
future clinical practice. 

Presenter Notes
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• The SIM lab consists of:

• 1-bed palliative care room with 
viewing room (MEB 3117)

• 4-bed simulation lab with viewing 
room and debriefing area (MEB 3127)

• 1-bed simulation lab (MEB 3134)
• 3 faculty offices

Simulation Lab

Presenter Notes
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AAS II - Learning Specialist, 
Simulation Learning: Amanda 

McEwen RN, MScN, BSc (Bio.), 
CCSNE graduated from the 
University of Windsor BScN 

program in 2007 and University of 
Windsor Master of Nursing Thesis 

program in 2018. 

Peer Mentors: Third- and fourth-
year nursing students employed in 
the simulation lab. Peer mentors 

receive specialized training to 
support the delivery of simulation-
based learning experiences and to 

guide students throughout the 
process.

Simulation Lab Members

Presenter Notes
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Peer Mentor Program
• 3rd and 4th year nursing students

• Hired into the lab to be a resource to students 

• Work in either the General Lab or Simulation Lab

Duties:

• Assist with skill practice through virtual and in-person 
appointments 

• Answer questions

• Observe and give feedback on technique

• Assist with organization of lab equipment and supplies

• Assist with lab setup for scheduled labs

Presenter Notes
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Contact Us! Brightspace site: Clinical 
Learning Centre

Email: 
genlab@uwindsor.ca

Office: Toldo Room 210 

Instagram: uwinclc

Presenter Notes
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Toldo 210 (Lacey 
& Peer Mentor 
Office)



Toldo 212: 
Practice Lab



Toldo 214: 
Skills lab with 
medication 
room



Toldo 209A: 
Practice 
Lab



Toldo 209B: 
Practice lab



MEB 3134: 
Practice Lab 



MEB 3129: 
Experiential 
Learning 
Lab



MEB: 
Primary 
Care 
Rooms



MEB 3127: 
Large 
Simulation 
Suite 



MEB 3127: 
Simulation 
Debrief 
Room



MEB 3117: 
Palliative
Simulation 
Suite



MEB 3134: 
Simulation 
suite



Mandatory Orientations

Mandatory Transitions Orientation
Thursday September 3rd, 2026

9:30am-12:00pm

Live Virtual – Microsoft Teams

Mandatory Year 3 Lab and Clinical Orientation
Tuesday September 8th  2026

1:00-5:00pm

Live Virtual – Microsoft Teams

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Please remember to mark these dates for your orientations. They are before the first day of classes!




QUESTIONS?



Thank you and 
stay connected!

https://www.uwindsor.ca/nursing/social-follow

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
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