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WHAT IS OPUS?

Your part-time and
mature student union!

The Organization of Part-time University
Students (OPUS) is the body representing

part-time undergraduate students, ensuring
equal opportunity to quality education.

 OPUS has a long history on campus and
established in 1969 to provide a means for

part time and mature students to have their
voices heard on campus.

We are proud to provide excellent services
and advocacy for over 50 years.  



OUR MISSION AND
MANDATE

4



OPUS BOARD
MEMBERS AND STAFF

Abhirup Ranjan 
AIMEN AMIR 

MARYAN AMALOW

STEVE JANCEV

MARKETING COORDINATOR
ADMINISTRATIVE CLERK  

HEALTH PLAN
ADMINISTRATOR

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

CHRIS BAILLARGEON

DIANA MARION

DONNA PATTERSON

JANICE MCADAM

BERNARDA DOCTOR

BIANCA LENARDUZZI

STEPHEN WEIR

STEPHANIE THOMSON

HISHAM BARAKAT

PRESIDENT 

VICE-PRESIDENT

TREASURER

DIRECTOR AT LARGE

DIRECTOR AT LARGE

DIRECTOR AT LARGE

DIRECTOR AT LARGE

DIRECTOR AT LARGE

DIRECTOR AT LARGE

5



CHRIS BAILLARGEON
Dear OPUS members,

            Welcome to the University of Windsor,
as part of the campus community, we are the
Organization of Part-time University Students,
my name is Chris Baillargeon, and I am your
President for the 2023-2024 academic year. As
many of you may experience, this time is a very
busy time between school, work, family, and
other commitments while keeping pace to reach
your future goals. Here at OPUS, we provide
advocacy for our student members regarding
the student benefits plan, provide our free pizza
Fridays, annual BBQ, Fall and Winter socials, as
well as our other services. Moreover, we
represent your interests on various student
governance committees to ensure your voice is
heard and maintain our commitment to our
members, you, our members.

            We continue to improve the overall
student experience through continued growth
and change as an organization to address your
needs while involved with greater campus
community life. We are all in this together. We
work to inspire and aspire to motivate you to
do your very best. OPUS offers the resources
and support necessary to encourage our
members to do their best in accomplishing their
goals towards future success.
            

A MESSAGE FROM
THE OPUS PRESIDENT

Take part in the vast array of experiential
learning opportunities while here on campus,
volunteering, networking, and mentorship
possibilities, all to ensure you have acquired
the skills you require in your future
employment endeavors to gain an enriched
student experience overall. Continue to
learn, grow, see, and do all the things you
need to be the best you can be. Ultimately, to
go forth in the world, to be inspired, to be
curious, to make the world a better place for
the common good. Good choices will lead to
good consequences.

 Furthermore, get involved and get
connected. The campus community is open
for you to explore and expand upon your
potential for knowledge and be a part of the
greater campus community! Let’s continue to
aspire for a brighter future, to embrace the
online technological advancements of the
future while enjoying the greater outdoors
our environment has to offer. Be the
transformative change agent of influence for
a brighter tomorrow. The difference starts
with you. Currently, the Aspire campaign on
campus as a community wide initiative in
Strategic Planning is leading the way to
change in future years. 
Enjoy the journey!!!6



DIANA MARION

A MESSAGE FROM THE
VICE-PRESIDENT

Welcome to new and returning Part
Time students.  We at Opus are your
student organization for Part Time
Undergraduate University of Windsor
students.  

We hold a yearly Welcome barbeque in
the Fall and arrange yearly Social
events that include presentations of
interest to part time students.  We
regularly hold food and discussion
events. Our scheduled events include
door prizes with tuition draws held at
times.

Your Part Time Opus student office is
in the student centre where we offer
computer use, printing of documents, a
comfy sofa area, a TV monitor, a large
table with many chairs and kitchen
facilities to service a few of your needs. 

I am Diana Marion your Opus vice-
president and I am here to advocate for
you, the part-time student.

As your Opus vice-president I serve on
regularly scheduled University of
Windsor committees, attend both
provincial and national Canadian
Federation of Student conferences and
frequent different meetings, events,
presentations and discussions
concerning YOU the Part Time
University of Windsor student.
A sincere welcome back to returning
students and a Hello to new students. 

Wishing you a successful and mutually
fruitful academic 2023-24 year. 

WE GOT YOU COVERED, SO GET
CONNECTED WITH OPUS! STUDENTS

ADVOCATING FOR STUDENTS!
7



A MESSAGE FROM THE
DIRECTOR AT LARGE

A MESSAGE FROM THE
TREASURER

Welcome new, returning, and part-time students to your 2023-2024
University of Windsor academic year.
 
What a great place to start or continue your educational journey. My
name is Donna Patterson, and I am the treasurer of the OPUS board. I
have been involved with (OPUS), Organization of Part-Time Students for
quite a few years now and have been privileged to be involved on
committees such as the Student Senate Caucus, Policy Management
Board, AGM meetings, and OPUS Socials. The commitment and
dedication of OPUS as advocates of UWindsor part-time students is a
core value that all board members and staff work hard to achieve. We at
OPUS are proud to be actively committed to advocating on your behalf
and will continue supporting you on your journey.
 
Come and see all that we offer!

JANICE MCADAMS
 As a member of the Organization of Part-time University Students (OPUS) board, I would like to
welcome all the new part-time, mature, and returning students. We all have experienced so many
challenges in the last few years due to the pandemic however we are moving forward and will soon
meet our new friends in person. During the last two years, the many webinars that OPUS had
sponsored gave students the opportunity to become well informed and also provide many
connections to be involved not only on campus but also within the Windsor community. As an OPUS
representative I have attended the Academic Policy Committee meetings. So many issues discussed
were due to the virtual classes. Being a part time student and also a proud alumnus I appreciated the
many challenges faced by both the students and the very dedicated faculty. Many recommendations
were proposed so that students would continue to be successful in reaching their many goals.  
 Please visit our website site at uwindsor.ca/opus as we celebrate over 50 successful years. Again,
congratulations to OPUS and the hard work of so many as we continue to be your advocate. Best
wishes to all in the year of 2023 - 2024. 
Sincerely, 
 
Janice Mcadam 
Director at Large 

DONNA PATTERSON
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Truthfully,  Maryan Amalow 
Executive Director

 OPUS members take advantage of all our amazing
services, including benefits plan, and financial
support such as over twenty bursaries and
scholarships. We provide an excellent lounge area
that students can utilize to study and relax,
including access to computers, printer, as well as a
kitchen. The OPUS office is accessible to everyone
and is a one-stop shop for information pertaining to
part-time and mature students. We have four
senators that represent you at the senate
committee to ensure that your rights are protected
and that the part-time and mature students
experience at the University of Windsor continues
to be a great one. This includes maintaining the
quality of both: academic programming and ensuring
that student voices are heard. Our 50th anniversary
was in March 2019 will forever be embedded within
history as the day in which all our achievements
were celebrated. We will continue providing
excellent services and advocacy for all part-time
and mature students at the University of Windsor.
Our commitment and dedication have helped us to
make OPUS a UNIQUE student organization at
University of Windsor. 

 Working together works. We wish you much success!  
 Get connected with OPUS! Students advocating for Students.  

A MESSAGE FROM THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Welcome to the University of Windsor! 

Thank you for choosing to attend the University
of Windsor as a part-time and mature
undergraduate student! As the Executive
Director of the organization, I oversee all
operations, functions, and activities for the
Organization of Part-time University Students.
On behalf of the OPUS, I would like to offer a
warm welcome to all part-time and mature
undergraduate students. 

OPUS is a dynamic organization that advocates
and promotes a rewarding University of Windsor
experience for part-time students. As an
organization composed of part-time students, we
understand the enthusiasm and excitement (with
a hint of nervousness) that you are feeling. OPUS
is concerned with both the academic and social
well-being of their students. OPUS guides you
through academic advising to fulfill your
academic needs as well as to provide you with
utmost support in the University. We also
provide services that give collective and/or an
individual benefit to enhance the part-time
student university experience. 
 We continue to engage with various community
partners to see how we can address your
concerns and needs during the pandemic. OPUS
still strives to be at the forefront of change while
providing numerous programs and services.
Furthermore, we will be offering webinars and
opportunities to win prizes and more ways for
you to stay connected with OPUS as a valued
member. 

 OPUS will show their appreciation in welcoming
all part-time and mature undergraduate students
to the University of Windsor for the Fall 2023
semester. The 13th Annual appreciation week
will take place from September 11th - 15th,
2023. Gift packages will be available for all part-
time and mature students. We aim to introduce
you to all aspects of university life as our main
goal is to enhance the student life experience.  

MARYAN AMALOW
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STEVE JANCEV

Dear Members,
 
 I’d like to welcome all part-time and mature
undergraduate students to the University of
Windsor. As the Benefits Plan
Administrator, I manage the operations for
the OPUS Benefits plan including the
handling of all student inquiries ensuring
that each matter is dealt with efficiently. I
also oversee duties in the Student Centre as
the facilities administrator. The Student
Centre is jointly managed by the Policy
Management Board (PMB) that consists of
OPUS, UWSA and the University.  

 The OPUS Benefits Plan is entering its 17th
year of service to students for the 2023-24
benefit year. Our insurance provider is
Green Shield Canada along with the
National Student Health Network through
our membership with the Canadian
Federation of Students. Our insurance
coverage is based on a pay direct system
where students are not required to pay up-
front and wait to get reimbursed later.  

A MESSAGE FROM THE
HEALTH PLAN

ADMINISTRATOR

Steve Jancev 
Benefits Plan Administrator 

 We know our members are looking for more
convenient ways to access health care during this
time and we are excited to inform all plan members
that PocketPills pharmacy services was two years
ago. PocketPills is an online pharmacy that allows
you to easily manage, order and refill your
prescription medications and vitamins from the
convenience of an app. It offers several benefits that
make the busy lives of staff and students a little
easier. Once again, we will be organizing a webinar
during the academic year about this program. 
 Another significant service in our benefits plan is
BEACON; a proven effective mental health support
therapy that uses cognitive behavioral therapy (CBT).
This service allows students to connect with mental
health and provide CBT digitally. 

Students can access BEACON through their benefits
plan, using the psychology benefit program. Visit:
info.mindbeacon.com/gsc-students for more
information. 
For more information about the OPUS benefits plan,
visit www.uwindsor.ca/opus/drug-dental-plan or
www.greenshield.ca/en-ca/student-centre

We’re here for you! 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE
DIRECTOR AT LARGE
Stephanie Thomson

Congratulations to OPUS and the hard work of so many dedicated members who contributed
towards this success. - Hisham Barakat

Hello and Welcome to the Organization of Part-time University Students (OPUS) board, my
name is Hisham Barakat, and it is my pleasure to be your new Board Member.

It gives me great pleasure to participate in promoting the Mission and Vision of OPUS by
engaging, fulfilling and enjoying the rewarding experience at the University of Windsor. Also, I
look forward to supporting this dynamic organization to continue the success in reaching their
many goals.

A MESSAGE FROM THE
DIRECTOR AT LARGE

It is my great pleasure and privilege to have recently been elected to the Board of the
Organization of Part-Time University Students (OPUS) at the University of Windsor as a
Director-at-Large.  Moving to Amherstburg from Toronto in 2012, I found my way to the
University of Windsor as a mature student in 2013, beginning a long-standing relationship
with OPUS.  I have continually benefited from my association with OPUS, where I have
always found the door to be open, helpful and welcoming.  
Many years ago, I enrolled at the brand-new satellite campus of the University of Toronto,
Erindale College (now UTM) and was elected to serve on the Student Advisory Committee for
the University.  Later, I was appointed Vice-Chair of what was then Condominium Ontario
and served in that capacity for several years.  My work background includes condominium
management and working in two international law firms as a document specialist.  I was also
fortunate to be able to host a community cable television show, “Concerning Condominium”
and was a frequent speaker at related events in Southern Ontario.  I know how to be a team
player, how to lead, and most importantly, how to learn from others.
The University of Windsor is my preferred academic home.  I look forward to meeting any
and all of you around the campus in the year ahead!

Hisham Barakat
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A MESSAGE FROM THE
DIRECTOR AT LARGE

Stephen Weir 
Hello fellow students. 

My name is Stephen Weir and I have been a proud member of OPUS for over two years. I am currently a director-at-
large of the organization and I will advocate on your behalf with my many years’ experience. I first came to Windsor in
1969 for a qualifying year (Grade 13) and met my wife shortly after school started. We both were here in 1970, but
shortly after, we left the University of Windsor together in early 1971 for Toronto. My wife received her pharmacy
degree at the University of Toronto, and I received my degree in Journalism from Ryerson Polytechnical Institute. I
returned to the University of Windsor in 1975 for summer courses and planned to continue to take courses to finish
my first degree upon my return but didn’t finish. Forty-nine years later, I returned, to finish what I started on towards
my first degree. OPUS has been very helpful in re-introducing me to the student life and obtaining my courses to get
settled in. I am seventy-one years old and one of the older part-time students advocating on your behalf. I am
currently taking one course per semester and will be here a few more years. If you see me on campus, please say,
“Hello!” There is no need to call me sir or hold the door for me, even though it’s much appreciated. Otherwise, let’s
have a conversation over a cup of coffee, I take two milk and no sugar in my coffee. A bit more about myself, my wife
and I are currently living in Toronto, and I commute weekly by way of VIA rail train to attend classes here in Windsor.
If you are traveling by train, then let’s chat as well! Get connected. Take care and speak soon. Enjoy your time here at
the University of Windsor!

Director-at-Large
Stephen Weir

BIANCA LENARDUZZI

BERNADA CAMELLO-DOCTOR

DIRECTOR AT LARGE

DIRECTOR AT LARGE

Coming back to University of Windsor 53 years later | Windsor Star
 by Stephen Weir

https://windsorstar.com/opinion/letters/guest-column-
coming-back-to-university-of-windsor-53-years-later
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Lounge, Study & Kitchen Area
Newsletter

Printing, Faxing & Photocopying
Information Sessions/ Workshops

Health & Wellness
Professional Development 

 Drug & Dental Plan
Awards & Bursaries

Bus Pass
Free Tuition & Orientation Bursaries for New Students

Free Welcome BBQ
Volunteer Opportunities

Student Refugee Support Program
Free Pizza Fridays for all Students

Student Funding Support

 

At the university level: by serving on numerous committees
where decisions affecting part-time & mature students are made.

We address issues such as accessibility, course and program
offerings, fees, student services, quality of student life and more.

 
Beyond the university level: OPUS activities include liaising with

other part-time & mature student associations from other
universities, working with the Canadian Federation of Students
(CFS) to develop and maintain relationships with local MP's and
MPP's, lobbying efforts concerning part-time & mature student
issues, researching and collecting data on part-time & mature

student trends. 

STUDENT LIFE

 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES STUDENT SERVICES

OPUS SERVICES 
ADVOCACY
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To help provide information of events
and services on the University campus
to all members of OPUS
To encourage all members to become
active participants in the Organization
and to afford opportunity for giving
expression to their opinions upon all
questions bearing on or affecting their
interests

To represent part-time &mature
students at the University of Windsor in
matters affecting University life;
To work with other student organizations
for the achievement of common
objectives 
To promote equal access and
opportunity to all education and services
at the University for part-time &mature
students.
 To assist and encourage part-time
students in their academic achievement

#STUDENTADVOCACY

OPUS
OBJECTIVES
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- Equity in Mental Health
- Education for All
- Safer Return to Campus
- Police Free Campuses
- Fairness for International
Students and,
- Fight the fees
- Day of Action (DOA) happening
November 8th, 2023

 At the Federation, we know change
only happens when we push for it. For
40 years now, the Federation has used
the collective power of campaigns to
demand a free and equitable post-
secondary education system that is
accessible to all. All campaigns are
available to student members in both
French and English. Some of our recent
campaigns are:

Formed in 1981, the Canadian Federation of Students (Federation) is the oldest
and largest national student organization in Canada, representing over 530,000
members across the country and over 350,000 in Ontario. The Federation
represents students at all levels of study within post-secondary education in
both French and English. Our goal is to organise students, students’ unions and
student leaders in a democratic way, and provide the resources and a platform
for them to communicate, share information and exchange ideas. Eventually, we
want to create a system of post-secondary education that is accessible to all, is
of high quality, is nationally planned, is free, and one that recognizes the
legitimacy of student representation and the validity of their rights, and
reinforces the idea that students’ rights are recognised and appreciated. 

YOUR MEMBERSHIP IN THE
CANADIAN FEDERATION

OF STUDENTS

CAMPAIGNS

16



The Federation works provides a number of discount services to our member locals. The services
are an essential political component of the students’ movement, and are designed to help both
individual student members and students’ unions save money, ensure ethical purchasing, and
impact industry standards. Some of our services include:

SERVICES

 - Services implementation, membership support and
engagement: The Federation staff are trained and equipped with
the resources to help member locals increase student
engagement. We directly support campus groups, Board of
Directors, staff, executive members and individual members by
offering training and presentations on topics like Robert’s Rules
of Order, Media Training, Anti-Oppression Training and other
customizable presentations relevant to the member local. 

- National Student Health Network: The National Student Health
Network is a buying consortium and full-service platform for
health and dental insurance coordinated by the Federation in
partnership with Canada’s only national not-for-profit insurer,
Green Shield Canada. Through this services model offered,
students’ unions have direct control over the services offered by
their health and dental plans, while leveraging industry leading
tools to bring the best possible experience plan members. The
Dental Discount Network reduces student members’ co-pay by
20% to 30% and the Vision Network discount varies between 10%
to 30%. OPUS members receive the OPUS Benefits Plan through
the National Student Health Network and Green Shield Canada.

- UFile: The Federation provides free tax-filing services for all
members of the Federation through UFile. It is an online tax filing
system that is easy to use, is an educational tool, offers direct
deposit and reduced wait times. Free for members, a savings of
over $20! Visit www.ufilefree.ca for details.

- Ethical Purchasing Network: The Federation offers ethically
produced and sustainably sourced materials for our member
locals, and most products available are union-made, made from
recycled materials, cooperatively produced and environmentally
conscious. The product range includes water bottles, plastic,
lanyards, and handbooks. Inquire with OPUS about getting any of
these items.

 - International Student Identity Card (ISIC): ISIC is an
internationally recognized student discount and travel card that
can be used in over 130 countries around the world at various
retailers, travel partners, and attractions. In Canada, students can
avail discounts with flights and bus tickets, attractions, online
and in-person shopping locations. Members of the Federation
can receive an ISIC for free as a benefit membership - a savings
of $20! OPUS members can apply at www.isiccanada.ca.

G O V E R N M E N T
R E L A T I O N S

 The Federation provides
robust government relations
support for locals to engage
with and communicate with
the provincial government and
key policy makers. Our
government relations work
facilitates the exchange of
information, experience,
research, policy and ideas
between government
decision-makers and those
affected by their decisions, us
students. Some of our
government relations efforts
include the Annual Lobby
Week, submissions to
government committees, and
maintaining contact with the
Ministry of Colleges and
University, opposition critics,
and allies. 

THIS IS YOUR STUDENT
MOVEMENT, JOIN THE
MOVEMENT TODAY!
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HEADSTART
ORIENTATION

2022
During the summer, we held the Head Start  Orientation to
educate students about the wide range of services provided
by OPUS. We covered topics such as course registration and
advising, receiving your Student ID card, OPUS student day
planner and much more!

Students filled out
a ballot for a

chance to win the
New Student

bursary worth 

$800!
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12TH ANNUAL
APPRECIATION

WEEK

FREE gift bags to
students with
OPUS merch, hand
sanitizer, T-shirts,
mugs, and more!

From September 12th-
16th OPUS hosted our
Annual Appreciation
Week to welcome all

part-time students into
the new academic

semester.
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Fr
ee 

Pizza Friday
A huge thank you to Campus dental for supporting
full-time, part-time and graduate students! The
Campus dental centre also sponsors free pizza
Fridays in the opus lounge, we appreciate and

recognize their efforts to provide students with a
delicious lunch!
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Kory Martyniuk and Tony Grandi 

 

Thank you to our guest
speakers!

Marnie Elliot 

OPUS ANNUAL
FALL SOCIAL 2022 
On October 6th, OPUS held
our Annual Fall Social
event. We had a very
informative event with
guest speakers talking
about a wide range  of
important topics.

Gift cards were given out to
the first 50 students to
join!
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Annual
Welcome BBQ

On September 22,
2022, OPUS held the  
20th Annual
Welcome BBQ 

We were proud to see so
many students who
came and participated. 
Thank you to
everyone who joined us! 
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30th Annual
Awards Banquet

The 30th Annual
awards banquet

was held to
recognize the

efforts of OPUS
board and students

throughout the
2021-2022

academic year.

CONGRATULATIONS
TO ALL OPUS

AWARD RECIPIENTS!
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Previous Award
Banquet Photos



On May 4th, 2023, OPUS
attended the MCC - 2023

Gala Event!! 

MCC - 2023 Gala
Event 
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A Poem 
Written By a Former Board Member: 

Sharmini Rampersaud  
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Stay Tuned for more
exciting Upcoming Events!



SCHOLARSHIPS AND BURSARIES, 
 BENEFITS PLAN INCLUDING DRUG, DENTAL

VISION, ESSENTIAL AND EDUCATIONAL
EVENTS, STUDENT ADVOCACY & MORE

WE'RE
HERE FOR

YOU!

30

W e  a l l  w i nW e  a l l  w i nW e  a l l  w i n    
a t  U W i n !a t  U W i n !a t  U W i n !    



Your support is much appreciated!

THANK YOU

31

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

IREK KUSMIERCZYK - MP TECUMSEH, ONTARIO

All proceeds go toward OPUS Bursaries and Scholarships for Part-Time and
Mature Undergraduate Students at UWindsor.

to our sponsors



 

STAY CONNECTED!
 

WE ARE A PROUD
LANCER FAMILY!

@OPUSUWINDSOR

@OPUSUWINDSOR

@OPUSUWINDSOR

OPUS@UWINDSOR.CA
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