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This course will explore questions relating to the nature of existence and the existence of 
Nature. It will focus on rethinking Nature in a way that departs from more traditional 
mechanistic models by drawing upon a post-modern (or trans-modern?) metaphysics. We 
will begin with a quick overview of a more organic, relational model of Nature outlined 
by Whitehead, and follow this with a more extensive study of Latour’s proposal for a 
radically new way of modeling ontology or existence (one that builds upon while also 
venturing beyond Whitehead’s work). In the end we will see that while Latour proposes 
that we abandon the traditional concept of Nature, he nevertheless tries to preserve what 
he takes to be the important or essential features of that conception. In doing this Latour 
opens the door to a pluralistic field of diverse modes of existence that serve to radically 
challenge our more modernist mindset, but in a way that remains highly compatible with 
an ecological point of view.  
 

General	Outline	of	Course	
	
1.	Participation:	Each	student	will	be	expected	to	participate	constructively	during	
lectures	and	seminar	discussions	throughout	the	entire	course.	Students	will	be	
graded	on	the	quality	of	their	participation	throughout	the	entire	course	(20%	of	the	
total	grade).	
	
2.	Seminar	Presentation:	Each	student	will	be	expected	to	give	one	Seminar	
Presentation	(30%	of	the	total	grade).		Each	Seminar	Presentation	will	cover	one	
Chapter	from	the	Latour	text.	Each	Seminar	Presentation	will	cover	half	a	class	(a	
75	min.	period),	with	the	date	and	time	of	the	Seminar	Presentation	being	
determined	by	the	scheduled	date	and	time	of	the	Chapter	chosen	(or	assigned—See	
schedule	below).	Students	are	to	choose	one	Chapter	for	the	Seminar	Presentation	
from	Chapters	7-16	of	the	Latour	text	(all	other	Chapters	and	Sections	of	the	Latour	
text	will	be	covered	by	the	Instructor).	Students	will	be	expected	to	lead	the	class	in	
the	coverage	of	that	Chapter	(i.e.	some	combination	of	lecture	and	discussion)	on	



the	date	and	time	listed	for	that	Chapter.	Chapters	will	be	assigned	on	a	first	come,	
first	served	basis.	Chapters	for	the	Seminar	Presentation	should	be	selected	by	Oct.	
23,	and	any	student	who	has	not	requested	a	Chapter	for	their	Seminar	Presentation	
by	that	date	will	be	assigned	a	Chapter	by	the	Instructor.	The	method	of	seminar	
presentation	is	open	to	the	student	(within	reason	and	within	the	means	available	
for	the	designated	classroom).	Students	choosing	electronic	or	other	means	of	
presentation	should	be	sure	to	consult	with	the	instructor	beforehand	to	ensure	
things	can	be	properly	arranged	and	set	up.	Students	will	be	graded	on	the	quality	of	
their	Seminar	Presentation.	
	
3.	Précis	Reports:	Each	student	will	be	expected	to	write	five	Précis	Reports	(4%	
each	for	20%	of	the	total	grade).	Précis	Reports	should	provide	a	summary	report	or	
‘abstract’	of	the	main	ideas	and	claims	of	the	“Lecture”	or	“Chapter”	listed.	Each	
Précis	Report	should	be	between	200-250	words	in	length	(250	words	maximum).	
Précis	Reports	must	be	submitted	during	class	on	the	dates	listed	below.	Late	Précis	
Reports	will	not	be	accepted	(without	the	express	permission	of	the	instructor).	
	
4.	Major	Assignment:	Each	student	will	also	be	expected	to	write	a	Major	
Assignment	focused	on	some	aspect	of	the	Latour	text.	Students	are	encouraged	to	
propose	a	topic	for	their	Major	Assignment	to	the	instructor,	but	all	proposed	
topics	must	first	be	approved	by	the	instructor.	All	Major	Assignments	must	take	
some	aspect	of	the	Latour	text	as	a	primary	source	for	the	topic	in	question.	(As	
noted,	all	Major	Assignment	topics	must	also	be	approved	by	the	instructor,	so	
please	ensure	that	you	confer	with	the	instructor	before	proceeding	with	your	Major	
Assignment.)	Students	who	have	not	proposed	a	topic	for	their	Major	Assignment	by	
Nov.	20	will	have	a	topic	assigned	to	them	by	the	instructor.	Major	Assignments	
should	be	between	4,000-6,000	words	in	length	(6,000	words	maximum),	and	
should	be	written	in	accordance	with	the	“submission	guidelines”	of	a	recognized	
philosophic	journal,	e.g.	Environmental	Philosophy,	Cosmos	and	History:	The	Journal	
of	Natural	and	Social	Philosophy,	Informal	Logic,	Gnosis	(a	journal	of	philosophy	
published	by	graduate	students	at	Concordia	University),	and	so	on.	(Students	are	
advised	to	follow	the	submission	guidelines	of	a	journal	whose	area	of	thematic	
interest	covers	or	aligns	with	the	topic	that	is	the	main	focus	of	their	Major	
Assignment.)	All	Major	Assignments	are	due	no	later	than	Dec.	14	between	10:00-
15:00	hours.	Late	Major	Assignments	(anything	submitted	after	the	15:00	hour	
mark	on	Dec.	14)	will	not	be	accepted	(without	the	express	permission	of	the	
instructor).	
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Schedule of Readings and Lectures 
 
Sept. 11: Overview and General Introduction (Dr. Rose) 
 
Part One: Whitehead, Modes of Thought 
We will attempt to cover all of Whitehead’s text, but will focus more on certain Lectures 
(Chapters) rather than others. We will proceed roughly in the following order: 
 
Sept 18: “I. Creative Impulse”: Lectures I, II, and III and “II. Activity”: Lectures IV, V, 
and VI (Dr. Rose) 
Sept. 25: “III. Nature and Life”: Lectures VII and VIII, and “IV. Epilogue”: Lecture 
IX. (Dr. Rose) 
 
Part Two: Latour, An Inquiry into Modes of Existence 
We will once again attempt to cover all of Latour’s text, but may be forced to focus more 
on certain Chapters than others. In cases where two Chapters are listed for a given date, 
we will cover the first Chapter listed in the first half of the class (75 min.) and the second 
Chapter listed in the second half of the class (75 min.). We will proceed according to the 
following schedule: 
 
Oct. 2: “Introduction” (pp 1-23), “Chapter 1” (pp. 27-46), and “Chapter 2” (pp. 47-67) 
(Dr. Rose) 
Oct. 9: “Chapter 3” (pp. 69-95) and “Chapter 4” (pp. 97-122) (Dr. Rose) 
Oct. 23: “Chapter 5” (pp. 123-149) and “Chapter 6” (pp. 151-178) (Dr. Rose) 
Oct. 30: “Chapter 7” (pp. 181-205) and “Chapter 8” (pp. 207-232) 
Nov. 6: “Chapter 9” (pp. 233-257) and “Chapter 10” (pp. 259-281) 
Nov. 13: “Chapter 11” (pp. 295-325) and “Chapter 12” (pp. 327-355) 
Nov. 20: “Chapter 13” (357-379) and “Chapter 14” (pp. 381-411) 
Nov. 27: “Chapter 15” (413-441) and “Chapter 16” (pp. 443-474)) 
Dec. 4. “Conclusion, part two” (pp. 283-292) and “Conclusion” (pp. 475-486) 
 
Course Evaluation 
Participation (20%) 
Seminar Presentation (30%) 
Précis Reports (five reports/papers of 200-250 words each) (20%) 

• Précis Report #1: Sept 18 (Whitehead, Lecture V “Forms of Process”) 
• Précis Report #2: Sept. 25 (Whitehead, Lecture VIII “Nature Alive” ) 
• Précis Report #3: Oct. 2 (Latour, Chapter 1) 
• Précis Report #4: Oct. 9 (Latour, Chapter 3) 
• Précis Report #5: Oct. 23 (Latour, Chapter 6) 

Major Assignment (30%): Due Dec. 14 (10:00-15:00 hours). 


