
Philosophy 34-521:  Social and Political Philosophy: 

 Marx and Philosophy 

 

 

Instructor:  Dr. Jeff Noonan 
Office:  2187 CHN 
Office Hours:  W 10-12 
Email:  jnoonan@uwindsor.ca 
Phone:  519-253-3000, ext. 2396 
 

Since 2008, the global capitalist system has been mired in economic crisis.  This  
economic crisis, however, is but one dimension of a broader set of life-crises besetting capitalism  
as a mode of human civilization.  These life-crises are environmental, affecting the life-support  
capacity of the natural world, political, affecting the institutions of liberal-democracy, which are  
daily proving incapable of actually representing the real interests of the majority of people, and  
cultural or spiritual, affecting the ability of people to find meaning and purpose in lives reduced  
to the roles of  workers and consumers.  Our course will be devoted to a critical examination of  
the philosophical significance of Marx’s work as the conceptual foundation for understanding  
these interrelated life-crises.  

The course will begin historically, with a concise overview of the two most important  
philosophical influences on Marx:  Hegel and Feuerbach.   It will then proceed to systematically  
examine 5 key elements of Marx’s work:  the philosophical foundations of historical  
materialism, the method of historical materialism, the critique of capitalism, class struggle and  
historical development, and the economics and ethics of socialism.  Underlying our examination  
of these key themes will be a commitment to understanding Marx as a social philosopher.   
Marx is perhaps the first philosopher to attempt to systematically understand social dynamics  
as emergent properties of coordinated individual behaviours, and to explore how these properties  
become reified forces determining the lives of the individuals from whose interactions they first  
emerged.  The lasting philosophical importance of Marx as a philosopher is anchored in this  
concern with the social conditions of human oppression and freedom.   

The class will meet for three hours twice a week for six weeks.  The first half of each  
class will focus on a primary text, while the second half will focus on two secondary texts  
thematically connected to the main philosophical problems raised by the primary text.  The  
instructor will be responsible for leading the investigation of the primary texts, the students will  
be responsible, through their seminar presentations, for leading the discussion of the  
secondary texts.  
 
Tentative Reading Schedule 
 
Meeting One:  a)  G.W.F Hegel, Phenomenology of Spirit, “Independence and Dependence of 

Self-Consciousness:  Lordship and Bondage.” (pp. 111-119) 
  b) Ludwig Feuerbach, The Essence of Christianity, pp. 1-44, 281-285. 



 
Meeting Two:  Philosophical Foundations of Historical Materialism:  Critique of Hegel 

a) “Critique of Hegel’s Philosophy of Right” and Critique of Hegel’s  
Philosophy of Right—Introduction.”  pp. 16-26, 53-66. 

b) “The Entire Mystery:  Marx’s Understanding of Hegel,” Joseph McCarney, 
Marx and Contemporary Philosophy, pp. 15-35.  
Stathis Kouvelakis, Philosophy and Revolution:  From Kant to Marx, pp. 288-
337. 

 
Meeting Three:  Philosophical Foundations of Historical Materialism:  The Relation Between               
                           Politics and Society 

a) “On the Jewish Question,” pp. 16-26. 
b) Ellen Meiksins Wood, “The Demos vs. We the People,” From Ancient to 

Modern Conceptions of Citizenship,” Democracy Against Capitalism, pp. 
204-238 
Jeff Noonan, Democratic Society and Human Needs, pp. 111-133. 

 
Meeting Four:    Philosophical Foundations of Historical Materialism: Human Nature 

a) “Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts of 1844,” pp. 66-126 
b) Herbert Marcuse, “The Foundations of Historical Materialism,”   From 

Luther to Popper, pp. 1-48. 
Istvan Meszaros, Marx’s Theory of Alienation, pp. 93-123, 162-180. 

 
Meeting Five:  Conceptual Structure and Methodology of Historical Materialism 

a) “Theses on Feuerbach,” 143-145. 
b) Alex Callinicos, Marx and Philosophy, pp. 96-113. 

Jeff Noonan, Materialist Ethics and Life-Value, pp. 89-107  
 
Meeting Six:   Conceptual Structure and Methodology of Historical Materialism 

a) “The German Ideology, Part One,” pp. 146-202. 
b) Sebastiano Timpanaro, On Materialism, pp.  29-72 

Georg Lukacs, History and Class Consciousness, “The Standpoint of the 
Proletariat,” 149-222. 

 
Meeting Seven: Class Struggle and Capitalist Resilience  

a) “The Communist Manifesto,” 469-500. 
b) Herbert Marcuse, One Dimensional Man, pp. 1-55. 

Max Horkheimer and Theodor Adorno, A New Manifesto 
 
Meeting Eight: The Critique of Capitalism:  Money and the Dynamics of Capitalist Society 

a) “The Grundrisse,” 221-293. 
b) Moishe Postone, Time, Labour, and Social Domination, pp. 144-225. 

Christopher J. Arthur, “The Concept of Money,” Marx and Contemporary 
Philosophy, pp. 159-173. 

 
Meeting Nine:  The Critique of Capitalism:  Commodities, Exploitation, and Crisis 



a)  “Capital, Volume One,” pp. 302-329, 344-361, 376-384.  “Theories of 
Surplus Value,”  pp. 459-465. 

b) G.A. Cohen, “Exploitation in Marx:  What Makes it Unjust,” Self-Ownership, 
Freedom, and Equality, pp. 195-208 
Leo Panitch and Sam Gindin, “Capitalist Crises and the Crisis This Time,” 
Socialist Register 2011, pp.1-20. 
 

Meeting Ten:  Revolution and the Politics of Socialism 
 

a) “The Civil War in France,” pp. 618-652. 
b) Andrew Collier, “Marx and Conservatism,” Marx and Contemporary 

Philosophy,  pp. 99-104. 
August Nimitz, Marx and Engels:  Their Contribution to the Democratic 
Breakthrough, pp. 285-306. 

 
 
 
Meeting Eleven:  The Economics of Socialism 
   

a) “Critique of the Gotha Programme,” 525-541 
b) Pat Devine, Democracy and Economic Planning, pp. 111-162 

David Schweickart, After Capitalism, pp. 179-206. 
 
 
Meeting Twelve:  Freedom and the Ethical Foundation of Socialism 
 

a)  “Capital, Vol. 3,” pp. 539-542. 
b) Jeff Noonan, “Reconstructing the Normative Foundations of Socialism, 

Socialist Studies, March, 2008(4:2), 31-52.  
George Brenkert, Marx’s Ethics of Freedom, pp. 83-131. 

 
 
Texts:  Robert C. Tucker, ed., The Marx-Engels Reader, (New York: W.W. Norton and Co.), 

1978.  All primary source readings from Marx will be from this source.  As this text is so 
well-known and so widely used, it can be easily purchased on-line.  Students should thus 
order their own copy, as it will be cheaper than buying it through the bookstore.  Do not 
wait until the last minute. 

  
Copies of secondary readings will be made available to students by the instructor.  
 
Assignments-  2 seminar presentations (10% each) 

2 interpretive essays, based upon the seminar presentation, but incorporating any         
revisions the student feel are required in light of class discussion. (10% each).  
These essays are due one week after the seminar presentation. 
 



Contribution to collective discussion (20%).  This mark will reflect the quality of 
students’ contribution to the discussion, not just the quantity.  A written 
evaluation of these contributions will be provided at the end of the class.  

  
Final research paper of about 5000 words (due approximately one month after the 
conclusion of class-  40% 

         
 
 


