
APPLICATION FORM
University of Windsor/Western University 
European Union Study Abroad Program
May 2-15, 2027

1. Full name (exactly as it appears on your passport): Click or tap here to enter text.

2. Date of birth: Click or tap to enter a date.

3. Citizenship: Click or tap here to enter text.

4. Mailing address: Click or tap here to enter text.

5. Telephone number: Click or tap here to enter text.

6. Your university email address: Click or tap here to enter text.

7. Your major: Click or tap here to enter text.

8. Year of study: Click or tap here to enter text.

9. Your cumulative GPA[footnoteRef:1]: Click or tap here to enter text. [1:  Please note that a minimum average of 70.0 or equivalent is required to participate in the program.] 


10. Have you taken a university course on comparative politics, international relations, or some other course relating to Europe or the EU?   ☐ Yes   ☐ No

11. If you answered Yes to question #10, what was the name and level of this course? 
Click or tap here to enter text.

12. Have you traveled outside of Canada and the US before?   ☐ Yes  ☐ No

13. If you answered Yes to question #12, describe briefly your international travel experience.
Click or tap here to enter text.


14. In no more than 150 words, please explain why you want to participate in the program.
Click or tap here to enter text.







PLEASE READ CAREFULLY THE FOLLOWING IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT THE PROGRAM BEFORE SUBMITTING YOUR APPLICATION


Do not miss the application deadline.
The deadline for applications from Windsor students is December 18, 2026. For Western students, your deadline is indicated on the website for Western International.


The EU Study Abroad Program is physically demanding. 
We do a lot of walking, there is a lot of going up and down stairs, and there is a lot of moving in and out of trains. In previous years, students logged more than 20,000 steps on several days of the program. Walking cannot be at a leisurely pace, otherwise we are certain to be late for meetings. We are also in the Brussels metro system most days and taking trains between Leuven and Brussels. As is true of many European metro systems, the one in Brussels is often unfriendly to people who have difficulty climbing stairs or walking at a brisk pace, and many stations lack elevators. 


If you are accepted into the program you will need a valid passport.
We will require your passport information at the first group meeting in mid to late January 2027. If you do not have a passport, or if it will expire soon, do not wait to start the passport application process. You should begin this immediately. If you do have a valid passport, please make sure that the expiry date does not fall within 6 months of our stay in Belgium. Airline and border authorities can be difficult about this and you may not be allowed to board the plane if your passport expiry date falls too close to your date of return (often this is 6 months). If your citizenship is not Canadian or American, you will potentially require a Schengen visa in order to enter the EU. Please contact me about this as soon as you are accepted to the program so that we can start what has typically been a pretty straightforward process.


Everyone requires medical insurance that will cover you while in Belgium.
In the case of Canadian students, you should know that your provincial health insurance may not cover all procedures and treatments abroad. GreenShield and other private insurance plans often cover expenses that are not reimbursed by provincial health plans. It is every student's responsibility to make sure that he or she has adequate coverage.


You are responsible for costs of travel, most meals, and accommodation.
I have provided elsewhere a rough estimate of the costs associated with the program. Throughout the program’s history we have tried to contain costs for students while maintaining the comfort, safety, and academic quality of the program, but costs are often beyond our ability to predict accurately or control. Remember that you are responsible for arranging your own roundtrip airfare to/from Belgium. The program does not cover this cost, nor does it make these arrangements for you. A deposit of $300 will also be required to reserve your accommodations at the Irish College in Leuven. The date for this payment will be announced and is likely to be late January or, at the very latest, early February 2027. For planning reasons and to ensure fairness for wait-listed students, those deposits are non-refundable. If, however, it happens that we do not have enough students to run the program in 2027, those who have paid deposits will be reimbursed. In all the years of the program we've never had too few students, so you should think very seriously about your ability to commit to the program before you pay the deposit. Breakfast is included with the room cost at the Irish College, but almost all other meals as well as the cost of transportation within Belgium will be your financial responsibility. It is possible that we will have the balance of the accommodation cost included as an ancillary fee attached to your tuition payment for the course.


Offers of acceptance will be made and passport information will be needed as early as possible. 
Offers of acceptance may begin as early as mid-December 2026. We try to have roughly equal numbers of students from Windsor and Western, the two partner institutions in this program, if possible. Once the program is full at 21 or 22 students, anyone accepted subsequently is placed on a waiting list. As I am required to provide passport and other information for all participants several weeks or even months in advance for many of the institutions we visit in Belgium, we need to know very early who is committed to participating in the program.


If you have questions before applying or about this application form, please contact Dr. Jamey Essex at jessex@uwindsor.ca.


