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Functioning Autism (HFA) and Nonverbal Learning Disorder
(NVLD) overlap in neuropsychological and psychosocial
characteristics, and, consequently, whether they can be .

clinically differentiated

Some evidence is accumulating to support that certain
diagnostically relevant social characteristics meaningfully

differ between these two groups
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 Composite variables were created for the domains of

The present study investigated the hypothesis that these

two disorders could be differentiated on several cognitive -
domains that represent areas of neuropsychological
weakness relevant to the diagnosis of NVLD.

visual-spatial functioning and tactile perception

Logistic regression and ROC curve analyses were used to
evaluate how well composite variables and mathematical
procedural knowledge discriminated between groups
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Conclusions

The findings add to the accumulating evidence that NVLD and
HFA represent two distinct clinical conditions and support the
validity of NVLD

Replication of these results with a larger and more diverse
sample is needed

Performance on measures of mathematical procedural -
knowledge, visual-spatial functioning, and tactile
perception adequately discriminated between children
with NVLD and HFA, supporting that neuropsychological -
characteristics on average differ between these groups
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