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[Sample Consent Form – Revise to suit study]

[General guidelines: Consent forms should be written so as to be easily understood by potential participants. The reading level of those being recruited should be considered. The use of jargon and complex language should be avoided. The information provided on consent materials should be neither too brief nor too long. All information provided on consent materials should be reflected in the appropriate area of the application.]

	CONSENT TO PARTICIPATE IN RESEARCH

Title of Study: [Insert title of study.] [If the study involves using different consent forms for different populations, identify the population group as the subtitle of the study.]

You are asked to participate in a research study conducted by [insert names and identify all investigators - faculty, student and other], from the [insert department affiliation] at the University of Windsor [If student, indicate that results will be contributed to senior project, thesis or dissertation]. [Identify sponsoring agency(ies)/organization(s).]

If you have any questions or concerns about the research, please feel to contact [identify contact person: Faculty Investigator(s)/Faculty Supervisor(s).  Include daytime phone numbers for all listed individuals.  For greater than minimal risk, include night/emergency phone numbers.]

PURPOSE OF THE STUDY

[State what the study is designed to assess or establish.]
[Add any inclusion criteria or exclusion criteria that may be relevant here.]

PROCEDURES

If you volunteer to participate in this study, you will be asked to:

[Describe the procedures chronologically using simple language, short sentences and short paragraphs.  The use of subheadings helps to organize this section and increases readability.  Medical and scientific terms should be defined and explained.  Identify any procedures which are experimental.] 

[Specify the participant’s assignment to study groups, length of time for participation in each procedure, the total length of time for participation, frequency of procedures, location of the procedures to be done, etc. Provide details about any plan to contact participants for follow-up sessions or subsequent related study.]

POTENTIAL RISKS AND DISCOMFORTS

[Describe any reasonably foreseeable risks, discomforts, inconveniences (including for example, physical, psychological, emotional, financial and social), and how these will be managed.] 

[If there are significant physical or psychological risks to participants that might cause the researcher to terminate the study, please describe them.]

Example: 
It is important participants are aware that some of the questions you will be asked are sensitive and personal. These questions will ask you about your sexual and/or trauma experiences. Due to the nature of the subject, it is possible you may experience mild distress when answering these types of questions. It is not anticipated that this will be a common occurrence, however if you do experience any distress, it is expected to be mild and temporary. Any questions that you do not feel comfortable answering can remain unanswered by selecting “prefer not to say” for multiple-choice questions or writing “N/A” for text answers, without penalization. There will be a list of resources at the end of the study, along with a debriefing form, that you may contact in the event you want to talk to someone about your mental health.

As this study will be conducted online, there is a small risk your information could be accessed by individuals outside of the researcher and faculty advisor. To ensure this risk is minimal, the questionnaires will be answered on a platform that is secure and encrypted (i.e., Qualtrics). Only anonymous data will be downloaded from the system and kept on password-protected computers and identifiable information (name and e-mail address) will be destroyed after a period of time (procedures described below).


POTENTIAL BENEFITS TO PARTICIPANTS AND/OR TO SOCIETY

[Describe benefits to participants expected from the research.  If the participant will not benefit from participation, clearly state this fact. State the potential benefits, if any, to science or society expected from the research.]

Example: 
There are no direct benefits to participants expected from this study, however participants may acquire more knowledge about the different types of sexual victimization experienced through technology and acquire better insight into how they navigate sexual experiences. The results of this study could be used to develop programs for schools and parents to improve safety for adolescents who use technology to engage in sexual relationships.

COMPENSATION FOR PARTICIPATION

[State whether the participant will receive payment.  If not, state so.  If participant will receive payment, describe remuneration amount.] 

Example: 
Participants will receive 0.5 bonus points for up to 30 minutes of participation towards the Psychology Participant Pool, if registered in the Pool and enrolled in one or more eligible courses.


CONFIDENTIALITY

[Describe procedures to ensure confidentiality of data and anonymity of participants.  Provide information on length of retention and security of data.  If information will be released to any other party for any reason, state the person/agency to which the information will be furnished, the nature of the information, and the purpose of the disclosure.]  

[If activities are to be audio- or videotaped, describe the participant’s right to review/edit the tapes, who will have access, if they will be used for educational purposes, and when they will be erased.]

Any information that is obtained in connection with this study and that can be identified with you will remain confidential and will be disclosed only with your permission. Anonymous data will be stored on a password-protected OneDrive/SharePoint folder, located on an electronic, secure and encrypted server, which will only be accessed by the researcher and faculty advisor. Identifying information, such as name and e-mail address, will only be used to compensate participants through the Participant Pool and will be deleted four weeks after you have submitted your responses to allow for time to request withdrawal of your data from the study, if desired and requested by contacting the researchers. Anonymous data will be held for a minimum of one year and/or publication of this study. Data collected will only be presented as summary data without any identifying information.


PARTICIPATION AND WITHDRAWAL

[Indicate any conditions and participant’s withdrawal rights].  The investigator may withdraw you from this research if circumstances arise which warrant doing so. [If appropriate, describe the anticipated circumstances under which the participant’s involvement may be terminated by the investigator without regard to the participant’s consent. Indicate whether or not the participant has the option of removing the data from the study.  If participant will receive payment, describe remuneration amount. 

Example: 
Participation in this study is voluntary. If you choose to participate, each question will have the option to not provide an answer by either clicking “prefer not to say” for multiple-choice questions or entering “N/A” for text answers. If you wish to withdraw after you have completed the questionnaire package, you can do so by contacting the researcher to request your data be deleted, up to four weeks after you have submitted your questionnaires. After this point your identifying information will be deleted from Qualtrics such that we will be unable to link your personal information back to responses on questionnaires. The researcher can be contacted through e-mail at XX.

FEEDBACK OF THE RESULTS OF THIS STUDY TO THE PARTICIPANTS

[Include a statement of whether or not a summary of the research findings will be available to participants and how/where/when they will be made available to participants. It is recommended to provide a summary and the University of Windsor now has a page dedicated to Research Ethics Summaries.]

Participants will be able to access the results of this study through the University of Windsor Leddy Library Scholaris website via this link: https://scholar.uwindsor.ca/research-result-summaries/

Results are expected to be available after: June 30, 2027

SUBSEQUENT USE OF DATA

These data may be used in subsequent studies, in publications and in presentations. 

RIGHTS OF RESEARCH PARTICIPANTS

If you have questions regarding your rights as a research participant, contact: Dr. Alexander Daros, Chair, Psychology Department Research Ethics Committee (REC), University of Windsor, Windsor, Ontario, N9B 3P4 by e-mail at studentethics@uwindsor.ca. 


SIGNATURE OF RESEARCH PARTICIPANT/LEGAL REPRESENTATIVE

**[In person studies where signature is required:]**

I understand the information provided for the study “[study title]” as described herein.  My questions have been answered to my satisfaction, and I agree to participate in this study.  


______________________________________
Name of Participant

______________________________________			___________________
Signature of Participant 						Date

SIGNATURE OF INVESTIGATOR

These are the terms under which I will conduct research.

_____________________________________			____________________
Signature of Investigator						Date



**[Online studies where consent is indicated by agreement/checkbox only]**
**[Note we recommend not having a name option for the e-consent form]**

Note that if you do NOT wish to participate in the study or have changed your mind about participating, you may simply exit this study now by closing this browser window and not continuing by checking the box below. 

[  ]  I agree to participate in this study (Checking this and pressing Next will continue to the questionnaires). 


**TCPS recommends providing a copy of the consent form. Because you cannot do this online, it is suggested to include the following on the e-consent**

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOU PRINT OR SAVE A COPY OF THIS FORM BEFORE CONTINUING. 
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