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Purposes of the Pool

1. Educational Benefit
• Provide students with an opportunity to learn about 

psychological research
• Researchers gain training and experience conducting 

research studies
• Contribute to knowledge and real-world applications.

2. Facilitate recruitment for completion of studies



Participant Compensation

Bonus Points Towards Selected Courses

• ½ credit hour = ½ bonus point
• All studies posted in ½ hr increments (½, 1, 1½, etc.)
• Maximum 180 minutes = 3 bonus points

Note: In-lab studies are worth an additional 0.5 credit for 
travel time



Participant Compensation

Participation affects your marks

• Bonus points increase your mark by X %
• X = # of bonus points earned 
• Maximum # -> determined by course instructor

Example:
• Participant A final mark was 78%
• Participant A completed 180 minutes (3 credits) of research studies
• Participants A final mark (78%) + bonus marks (3) = 81%



Participant 
Responsibilities

Check important dates/emails

Register for the pool

Sign up for studies

Assign bonus points



Website: 
http://uwindsor.sona-systems.com

The homepage lists all the important dates for the 
current and upcoming semester



Participant Responsibilities 

Check our homepage for important dates

Important dates include:
• Registration period (first three 

weeks of the semester)
• When studies become 

available
• Final date to earn points
• Final date to assign your 

bonus points towards courses



Participant Responsibilities 

How to: Register

Three steps MUST be completed:

1. Create/Re-activate Account 
2. Select Courses
3. Complete Pre-screen Questionnaire



Participant Responsibilities 

How to: Register

1. Create Account
• Click “Request Account” on 

homepage
• Fill in required information 

• Note: use uwindsor
email address

• Follow steps in verification 
email



Participant Responsibilities 

How to: Register

1. Re-activate account
• Sign in using your same 

username and password as 
previous semesters

• Forgot password? Click 
the “forgot password” 
function, and a new 
password will be sent to 
your email



Participant Responsibilities 

How to: Register

2. Select Courses
• Transfer courses you are in 

from “Available Courses” to 
“Selected Courses”

• ENSURE your section 
number is correct!



Participant Responsibilities 

How to: Register

3. Complete Pre-screen 
Questionnaire

• Determines eligibility for 
studies

• MUST complete all 
sections



Participant Responsibilities 

How to: Sign-up for Studies

1. View Available Studies
• A list of studies with their 

credit values will appear
• Studies are posted by 

researchers throughout 
the semester

• 60% of your bonus points 
can come from online 
studies, 40% in lab 



Participant Responsibilities 

How to: Sign-up for Studies

2. Click on “Timeslots available” 
for a study you are interested in 



Participant Responsibilities 

How to: Sign-up for Studies

3. Select a date/time and choose 
a course to allocate bonus points 
towards

Note: You can change bonus point allocation prior to the Pool closing 



Participant Responsibilities 

How to: Sign-up for Studies

4. Click “Sign up”

Note: You will get a confirmation e-mail
You can only complete each study once



Participant Responsibilities 

How to: Sign-up for Studies

5. Show up!
• For in-lab studies: be sure to be at the appropriate place on the date 

and time you signed up for
• For online studies: be sure to complete it by the specified date

Note: You will get an automated email 24 hours before your scheduled 
sign-up to remind you of your upcoming appointment



Participant Responsibilities 

How to: Sign-up for Studies

You can view/cancel your appointments 

• Click on “My 
schedule/Credits”

• If you cancel an 
appointment, you 
must give the 
researcher at least 24 
hour notice before 
the scheduled time



• Penalties 
• If you cancel with less than 24 hours noticeor do not show for the study, you will be 

assigned as an “unexcused no-show” which gives you 0 points

• You must provide a reasonable explanation (e.g., illness, emergency) to avoid the 

penalty. Contact the researcher directly.

• More than 3 unexcused absences will jeopardizeyour use of the pool for the rest of 

the semester (i.e., account deactivation).

Current Policies

Cancelling Appointments



• Researchers have up to 48 hours to assign credit.

• YOU are responsible for assigning bonus points to your courses.

Current Policies

Assigning Bonus Points 



• Register even if you do not plan to participate in a study 
• Registration ≠ Participation
• Refer to your syllabus for alternative assignments to complete for 

bonus points if you do not wish to register or participate
• Print screen for proof of bonus point allocations 
• Participate early in the semester

Tips



• Consult the Participant Manual on the Dept. of Psychology 
website
• Refer to: FAQ

• Read the homepage for announcements/dates
• Read all e-mails from the Pool Coordinator
• If you have questions, e-mail psycpool@uwindsor.ca

• This includes any concerns if you cannot resolve issues with 
the researcher directly

Tips: Need help?

mailto:psycpool@uwindsor.ca


Questions?


