ADMISSIONS REQUIREMENTS
Computer Science Doctoral Program
In order to be considered for admission to the Doctoral Program in Computer Science, applicants must
have a) completed a thesis-based Master’s degree in Computer Science, or b) have completed a coursebased Master’s degree in Computer Science and have demonstrated, to the Doctoral Admissions
Committee, the ability to conduct independent research through the completion of research-oriented
project work or appropriate research experience in industry or academia.
Note that these are the minimum requirements for consideration by the Admissions Committee and do
not guarantee admission.
The Process of Admission
The following steps constitute the process of admission for all applicants to the Doctoral Program:
1.

The applicant completes the necessary forms, and submits them with the required fees to the
Office of the Registrar.

2.

When the application is complete (application form, transcript, 3 reference letters, fee, TOEFL if
required, and a statement of research interest, title and abstract of Master’s thesis), the file is
sent to the graduate secretary in the School of Computer Science.

3.

The information on qualifications and the status of the degree-granting institutions are checked
by the School of Computer Science.

4.

The Doctoral Admissions Committee checks the applicant’s file to determine if the applicant has
a) completed a thesis-based Master’s degree in Computer Science, or b) has completed a
course-based Master’s degree in Computer science and has demonstrated the ability to conduct
independent research through the completion of research-oriented project work or appropriate
research experience in industry or academia.

5.

The Doctoral Admissions Committee checks the file to see if the applicant meets a pre-defined
level of competence. This level is to be determined formally by the Graduate Committee of the
School of Computer Science, and would normally include:
•
•
•

Grades in the applicant’s graduate courses and thesis that place her/him in the top 25%
of her/his cohort in an accredited Master’s program.
References which indicate a very strong likelihood of success in a Doctoral program.
Satisfactory TOEFL if required.

6.

The Doctoral Admissions Committee would then be used to determine if there is(are) faculty
member(s) who is(are) willing to supervise(co-supervise) the applicant. In some cases, the
applicant may be applying to study with a particular professor. When this is not the case, the
applicant’s file will be circulated to graduate faculty in the School of Computer Science. Faculty
who are interested in supervising or co-supervising the applicant would indicate that interest on a
form before passing the file on to the next faculty member.

7.

The Doctoral Admissions Committee would then discuss the admission of the applicant with
interested faculty members(s).

8.

If a potential supervisor is identified, who is a member of graduate faculty of Computer Science,
and who has adequate funds, the Doctoral Admissions Committee would then contact the
applicant in order to obtain additional information. This could involve the following:

•
•
•
9.

Obtaining more details on the undergraduate and Master’s programs from which the
applicant has graduated (if necessary).
Asking the applicant for copies (preferably electronic) of their Master’s thesis, and
research papers.
Where feasible, arranging an interview with the applicant, possibly involving a
presentation of the applicant’s Master’s thesis work.

If the Doctoral Admissions Committee and the potential supervisor both recommend admission,
then:
•
•

the potential supervisor would indicate, in writing, to the Committee, a commitment to
provide an RAship of at least $4,000 per year for four years, subject to satisfactory
progress in the program, and satisfactory performance in research duties.
The Director of the School of Computer Science would indicate, in writing, a commitment
to provide 8 semester GAships, subject to satisfactory performance of GA duties and the
conditions provided in the GA/TA Employment Policy manual.

10.

The Doctoral Admissions Committee would then recommend either admission, or rejection, to the
Graduate Committee of the School of Computer Science, who would ensure that the correct
process had been followed and would in turn recommend either admission or rejection to the
Dean of Graduate Studies and Research.

11.

If the recommendation is to admit, then the applicant would be sent a) a letter from the Dean of
Graduate Studies and Research, indicating the name of the supervisor(s), and b) a letter from the
School of Computer Science indicating the name of the supervisor, the area of research, the
commitment to an RAship and its value, and the commitment to a GAship and its value.
Otherwise, the applicant would be sent a letter of rejection.

It should be noted that the pre-defined level of competence determined by the Graduate Committee will
vary to some extent depending on demand for the program and experience gained with students admitted
from various Master’s programs. In all cases, the level of competence will be such as to admit only the
very best applicants for whom there is an extremely high likelihood of success.
The Admissions Committee and the Graduate Committee of the School of Computer Science will take
into account the total number of students in the doctoral program, the target enrolment, and the number
of doctoral students supervised by individual faculty, in order to ensure equitable opportunity for faculty to
supervise doctoral students.
It should also be noted that at present all doctoral students at the University of Windsor are guaranteed
eight semesters of GAships subject to certain conditions available from the Office of Graduate Studies
and Research.
The Doctoral Admissions Committee and the Graduate Committee will take into account the extra
financial requirements of visa students when determining admission and ensure that the financial
requirements set by the Office of Employment and Immigration can be met before recommending
admission of an applicant. In some cases, this may require funding beyond the minimal levels mentioned
above.

