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Windsor University Retirees Association 

Board of Governors chair William Willis 

applauds Mary Jo Haddad after her for-

mal installation as the eighth Chancellor 

of the University of Windsor on Tuesday. 

Chancellor invested with rites of office on 

May 28th. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Robert Gordon is appointed as 

the seventh President of the Uni-

versity of Windsor effective Sep-

tember 1, 2019. Currently he is the 

Provost and Vice President at Wil-

frid Laurier University. 
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            111th Convocation  

Graduated 3,900 graduates who received de-

grees during eight sessions of Convocation — 

two sessions daily at 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. from 

May 28 to 31 in the St. Denis Centre. 

The University also awarded honorary degrees 

to six individuals who have made outstanding 

contributions to politics, science, business, the 

arts, law, and public service. 

Receiving honorary degrees are: 

Edward C. Lumley (PC, CM, LLD, BComm 

1961), outgoing University of Windsor Chancel-

lor, former MP and cabinet minister, entrepre-

neur, and former vice-chair of BMO Nesbitt 

Burns; 

Datta Pillay, biology researcher, community 

booster, and professor emeritus; former Dean of 

Science. 

Sherry Cooper, economist and writer; 

Tom McCamus (BA 2007), award-winning Ca-

nadian actor; 

Maureen Jensen, chair and CEO of the Ontario 

Securities Commission; 

Agnes Di Leonardi (CM, LLB 1986), general 

counsel, Sym-Tech Dealer Services, women’s 

leadership avocate. 

Ed Lumley  was designated Chancellor  

Emeritus at the Chancellor’s dinner and a 

portrait was unveiled .  

      

       Membership Dues for 2019 

                    $ 25 per year 

Please send your Cheques  

                             To The Treasurer                                                                     

   Dr. Norman  King 

  # 103  - 1935  Normandy Street 

                     LaSalle, ON    N9H  1P9 

 

Ed Lumley,  who retired as Chancellor of the Univer-

sity of Windsor  — May 28 — has been granted the 

title Chancellor Emeritus in honour of his exemplary 

service to the institution and community. 

The University’s Board of Governors bestowed the 

title on the outgoing Chancellor during a dinner Mon-

day night to mark the end of his tenure. 

“During his 13 years as Chancellor, Ed Lumley has 

exemplified the qualities of outstanding leadership, 

fulfilling his duties with honour and commitment to 

his home town and university,” said board chair Wil-

liam Willis. “His support of students and his advoca-

cy for the University have had an enormous impact, 

and we are honoured to recognize his continuing 

legacy.” 

As Chancellor, Lumley conferred nearly 55,000 de-

grees, representing 40 per cent of the University’s 

136,000 alumni. 

Lumley also received an honorary Doctor of Laws 

degree during the afternoon session of the Universi-

ty’s 111th Convocation.  

The morning session will mark the installation of 

Chancellor Mary Jo Haddad. Convocation ceremo-

nies continue through Friday. 

Lumley was left “speechless” by the tributes. 

UWindsor Chancellor Emeritus 
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              Dr. Robert Gordon Appointed as Seventh President and Vice-Chancellor  

                       of the University of Windsor Effective September 1, 2019 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The University of Windsor’s Board of Governors following a rigorous search led by a committee that in-

cluded Senate and Board of Governors representation made the announcement of Dr. Gordon’s ap-

pointment effective September 1. Douglas Kneale has served as Interim President during the past year. 

Gordon, currently Provost and Vice-President Academic at Wilfrid Laurier University, had previously 

served as the university’s Vice-President, Research. He is a renowned authority on environmental is-

sues and agricultural engineering in Canada, having held a Canada Research Chair in the area of envi-

ronmental resource management.  

“Dr. Gordon is an exceptional leader who will make an outstanding President for the University of Wind-

sor. He is a respected scholar, experienced strategic administrator, and accomplished innovator,” said 

Board of Governors chair William Willis. 

“His vision and energy, and his effective and strong collaborative leadership skills make him the ideal 

President to lead the University, build on its recent successes, and deliver continuing high-quality stu-

dent, faculty, and staff experiences.” 

Gordon earned bachelor and master’s degrees in engineering from McGill University, and a PhD in 

Land Resource Science from the University of Guelph. He served as dean of research at the Nova Sco-

tia Agricultural College — now the Faculty of Agriculture at Dalhousie University, and headed the envi-

ronmental management section of the Nova Scotia Department of Agriculture, also served as an exten-

sion specialist through the Nova Scotia Department of Agriculture. 

“I’m thrilled to be part of the University of Windsor family and look forward to working with our excep-

tional students, faculty, staff, alumni, and partners in building on the commitment to excellence that ex-

ists throughout our incredible institution,” said Gordon. 

Before joining Laurier, Gordon was dean of the Ontario Agricultural College at the University of Guelph, 

where he led the largest agriculture and food faculty in Canada. Under his leadership, the college 

ranked internationally among the top 10 institutions in agriculture and food research impact. 

During his tenure at Laurier, the university was first among Canadian universities in research efficiency, 
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Dr Pat Galasso 

Founding Dean—Human Kinetics  

It is a privilege to highlight the contributions of Dr. 

Pasquale (Pat) Galasso, the Founding Dean of the 

Faculty of Human Kinetics at the University of Wind-

sor. Pat’s vision for what the Faculty could and 

should be, his judgement in build-

ing a strong faculty and staff com-

plement, and his determination in 

securing the resources to build the 

state-of-the-art teaching and re-

search facilities warrant high 

praise and acknowledgement. 

However, his commitment and 

pioneering leadership go be-

yond laying the foundation for 

the Faculty of Human Kinetics 

as we know it today. His clairvoyant vision and de-

termination, in concert with other colleagues at Wind-

sor and across the globe has helped shaped and ad-

vanced the study and practice of physical education/

kinesiology. It is a great source of pride for col-

leagues to sing the praises of Dr. Galasso given his 

strong links and commitment to the field of study, the 

Faculty of Human Kinetics and the University of 

Windsor . 

Dr. Galasso is a leader, and his immense influence 

has been felt and enjoyed by many. As the founding 

Dean of the Faculty of Human Kinetics at the Univer-

sity of Windsor, and in the company of only two other 

colleagues, built the Faculty. His persuasive leader-

ship style secured funds needed to build a critical 

mass of high-quality professors and staff members. 

He championed the development of a building to 

house the Faculty and ensured that the facility had 

the best amenities to support high quality teaching 

and research. In short, he created something spe-

cial. When I was the Dean I would hear from col-

leagues across the country that the Windsor program 

started the right way – and colleagues always point-

ed to Pat Galasso as the reason. Today, the Faculty 

thrives, perched firmly on the shoulders of its found-

ing and inspirational leader, Dr. Pat Galasso. 

 However, it is important to note that his lead-

ership was not limited to the University of 

Windsor campus. He shared his talents with 

the Canadian Association for Health, Physical 

Education, and Recreation, serving on a num-

ber of standing and task force committees be-

fore serving as the President of 

the Association for the 1973-

1975 term. He chaired and 

served on a number of national 

task force committees drawn to-

gether to address issues like 

child and youth sport, philoso-

phy and ethics in sport, the 

health and well-being of Canadi-

ans, and the status of school-

based physical education. If 

groups or organizations needed an expert on 

topics such as equity, sport philosophy, or 

sport ethics, they reached out to Pat, and he 

answered the bell, each and every time. His 

leadership and commitment were valued and 

honoured nationally when he was present-

ed the prestigious R. Tait McKenzie Award 

in 1977 by the Canadian Association for 

Health, Physical Education, and Recrea-

tion. He was also honoured internationally 

when he was named a Fellow of the North 

American Society for Health, Physical Edu-

cation, Recreation, Sport and Dance. 

 Pat was also instrumental in creating a Na-

tional Deans Council for Physical Education/ 

Kinesiology (now known as CCUPEKA). He 

helped create the Ontario Council of Directors 

of University Schools of Physical Education 

shortly after his appointment at Windsor and 

quickly emerged as the Chair of the group in 

1968. Many were  pleased when CCUPEKA 

officials brought Pat to its spring meeting in 

2001 and recognized him for his leadership 

and commitment to the field, and to the Asso-

ciation.  For additional info pl contact 

 Email-pjgalasso@sympatico.ca 
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              Dr. Walter Soderlund 

     Distinguished Professor Emeritus 

As  a PhD student (1968)  in Political Science 

at the University of Michigan. Professor Frank 

Grace told me that Walter White, Head of the 

Department of Political Science at the Univer-

sity of Windsor and former PhD student at 

Michigan, was looking for someone to teach 

Latin American Politics and that he had recom-

mended me.  I drove across the Ambassador 

Bridge to Canada, met members of the De-

partment, had lunch  and was offered a job - 

all in one day. That’s how Walter did things 

back in the day. 

Reflecting on my 50-plus-year association with 

the University of Windsor, I don’t think things 

could have worked out much better -- great 

colleagues (who became friends), an interest-

ing and diverse group of students, the oppor-

tunity to develop new courses (one of the most 

interesting, a post-retirement course on Inter-

national Human Rights, with Don Briggs). 

Some rewarding honours along the way (a 

University Professorship in 1994 and a Career 

Achievement Award from FASS in 2001), the 

freedom to pursue research on whatever inter-

ested me (up to my retirement resulting in sev-

en books and an additional six since), and a 

retirement package that for the past seventeen 

years has allowed me to do pretty much what I 

want. 

I was Department Head twice, just before and 

just after the five-year experiment in restructur-

ing. As it turned out, the combined Department 

Was a disaster. In 2002. I started the Social Justice Pro-

gram which is no more. 

My research interests have tended to focus on  – Mass 

Media  and International Intervention . During my teach-

ing years I pursued research mainly focussed on Canadi-

an mass media, working with, among others, Walt Ro-

manow, Stu Surlin, Stan Cunningham and Kai Hilde-

brandt (in Communication Studies) and Ron Wagenberg, 

Martha Lee, John Sutcliffe and Lydia Miljan (in Political 

Science).  

Following retirement, I combined my interest in mass me-

dia with my earlier interest in international intervention 

and began a series of research projects looking at the im-

pact of media on decisions to intervene in crisis situa-

tions, mainly occurring in the ex-colonial world. On these 

projects I worked with Don Briggs (four books), Abdel 

Salam Sidahmed and Tom Najem (one of my former stu-

dents whom I had the good fortune to hire as my succes-

sor as Department Head).  

At present, Tom, Tanja Collet and I are putting the final 

touches on a book dealing with UN interventions in Libya, 

Côte d’Ivoire, Mali and the Central African Republic – it 

promises to be a real page turner. 

Retirement hasn’t been all about academic work. I be-

came reacquainted with my guitar (which I first started 

playing when I was about ten), and in 2012 I wrote my 

first song about the War of 1812 as it might have been 

seen by old Highway 18, running between Sandwich and 

Amherstberg. This was followed by a song about the run-

away train wreck in Lac Mégantic and another – a Florida 

love story taking place along route A-1-A. 

For the past ten years, my dear wife Nanci and I have 

spent several months yearly in Asheville, NC, where, in 

addition to hiking, I have been taking guitar lessons. My 

latest teacher told me that I was better at writing songs 

than I was at playing the guitar. I asked him – “What 

about my singing?” He laughed. A lovely lady in Asheville, 

who for many years hosted a ukulele circle in her restau-

rant, had a sign in the window – DON’T POSTPONE 

JOY” – this I saw  as very good advice and have taken it 

to heart. 
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Professor Emeritus Susan Gold Smith 

honoured for promoting social justice 

issues.  WURA extends congratulations to Su-

san Gold Smith who was recently honoured by 

UNIFOR at the Gary Parent Award Night for her 

work promoting social justice issues. 

                WURA Committee Recommends                                                               

     Academic Travel Grants 

Larry Glassford  $1,025             John Meyer   $ 290 

Gordon Drake  $ 1,500            Adrian Vanden Hoven 

Jake Soderlund $ 1,000                                $ 1,000 

Tad Venkatesulu $ 1,000 

Roger Hussey   $ 1,000 

Iain Baxter&, UWindsor professor 

emeritus of visual arts, has received 

a promotion within the Order of Canada to 

its highest rank of Companion, one of 83 

appointments announced Thursday by 

Governor General Julie Payette. 

According to a citation issued to the media, 

Baxter& was recognized for his “prolific ca-

reer as a conceptual artist and educator, 

and for his enduring contributions that have 

defined Canadian contemporary art.” 
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      "most valuable and dedicated participant of the Association".  
His work with the Retirees Association has been instrumental in 
developing a strong and collaborative relationship between the 
University and its retirees, and this relationship has been a mod-
el for other universities across Canada. 
 
In retirement, Dr. pillay has also served for many years as the 
Chair of the University’s United Way Campaign, and is responsi-
ble for significantly raising its profile on campus and in the com-
munity.  In 2016, he was Recognized by the United Way with the 
Outstanding Ambassador Award.   
 
The Charity’s chief executive officer at the time called him “a 
faithful friend and champion,” in describing his work as chair of 
the campus campaign for more than 20 years.  In 2009, Dr. Pillay 
was also recognized by the University of Windsor with the Clark 
Award , an award given to those who have made a significant 
commitment in time, energy and expertise to raise the profile and 
reputation of the University. 
 
Beyond the University and based on his commitment to service 
and charity work, Dr. Pillay has also received life-time achieve-
ment awards from the National Indo-Canadian Council and the 
India-Canada Association.  His work has also be recognized 
through the Professional of the Year Award from the South Asian 
Centre,  and the Ontario Volunteer Services Award from the 
Province of Ontario.    
 
In this citation you should see a pattern- a lifetime of outstanding 
selfless service and a commitment to our community, and to the 
faculty, staff and students of the University of Windsor.   
 
Madam Chancellor, it is for these reasons that I present to you 

Dr. Datta Pillay for the degree of Doctor of Science, honoris 

causa 

 

 

 
 
        Citation read by Dr. Chris Houser 
                  Dean of Science 
Dr. Pillay has been an active member of the Universi-
ty of Windsor for more than 56 years.  He is a loyal 
friend and advocate, and few have given so gener-
ously to the University, and our community. 
 
In 1958 and with support from a Rockefeller Founda-
tion Fellowship, Dr. Pillay travelled from his home in 
India to Cornell University, where he completed both 
of his graduate degrees in Plant Sciences.   
 
He then joined the University of Windsor as an Assis-
tant Professor in the Department or Biological Scienc-
es in 1963.  Upon joining the University of Windsor, 
he started a cutting-edge research program focused 
on the role of hormones in the growth and develop-
ment of plants, and the molecular mechanisms of ag-
ing.   
 
He was also the first person to construct a soybean 
chloroplast gene map, a task that today may seem 
routine, but at the time it was an impressive feat and 
his work on the soybean gene map helped to signifi-
cantly elevate the research profile of the University of 
Windsor.  His research was continuously funded by 
Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council 
of Canada, and he built active teaching and research 
collaborations in China, France and India.   
 
Dr. pillay also served as the Dean of Science for 10 
years, and even in this administrative position was 
able to maintain an active research program, and con-
tinued to teach both undergraduate and graduate 
classes.  As with many other faculty and administra-
tors on campus, he was an early mentor of mine 
when I arrived at the University of Windsor 3 years 
ago, and I am grateful for the advice and guidance he 
has and continues to provide me and many others on 
campus. 
 
Despite retiring in 1997 after 34 years of service, he 
has continued to contribute to the University and our 
community.  Dr. Pillay has served continuously on the 
executive committee of the University of Windsor’s 
Retirees’ Association, and is described by the Retir-
ees Association in his nomination letter as the "most 
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Before we celebrate the guest of honour today, Dr. 

Datta Pillay, I would like to take a few minutes to 

thank Dr. Douglas Kneale, for  all that he has done 

for WURA as Interim President of the     University, 

and as Provost and V.P. Academic before. He has 

always been open to our ideas and treats our retir-

ees’ group with respect. With WURA’s suggestion, 

he was very willing to schedule today’s annual 

Spring President’s Tea for Retirees, which Dr. 

Wildeman had originally started a few years ago, 

but was not held last year. He was also willing to 

allow WURA to have a Celebration for Dr. Pillay 

today, at his President’s Tea. 

Along with the Executive Director of IT Services, 

Ryan Kenney, Dr. Kneale was willing to give 

WURA dues-paying members, free access to 

Online Microsoft Office products (Word, Excel and 

Powerpoint). This is on top of free access to our e-

mail system, MS Outlook, and complimentary park-

ing for any WURA events in Assumption Hall. As 

well, he was open to WURA increasing our mem-

bership to include retired non-union managers and 

administrators. 

Thank you Dr. Kneale, for all that you have done 

for WURA. We look forward to continue working 

closely with you after, when you return to your po-

sition as Provost, and hopefully, assist us with our 

relationship with the new President, Dr. Robert 

Gordon. 

Now, for WURA’s guest of honour, Dr. Datta Pillay, 

who received an Honorary Doctor of Science De-

gree at Convocation on May 29th . He joined the 

Biology Department in 1963 and retired in 1997, 

after 34 years of service at the University of Wind-

sor. He was an NSERC-funded researcher for all 

34 years at the University. He has chaired the Unit-

ed Way University Campaign for more than 20 

years, and was honoured by the United Way with 

an Ambassador Award. For his numerous commu-

nity activities, he has received many other awards, 

which were enunciated at Convocation. 

Since Datta’s retirement, he has been a Professor 

Emeritus and very actively involved with the Wind-

sor University Retirees’ Association (WURA) Exec-

utive. WURA was started in 1991, and Bill Phillips 

President’s Tea – Celebration for Datta Pillay June 

 11, 2019 2:30 – 4:00 p.m. Freed-Ormon Commons, 

Assumption 

President Douglas Kneale welcomed all the retir-

ees and guests to this 

President’s Annual Tea.  

He paid tribute to the retir-

ees for their efforts over 

the years to build this uni-

versity. Next he reviewed 

the week of convocation  

activities which he thought 

was quite hectic. First. 

saying goodbye to the retiring Chancellor Mr Ed Lum-

ley, dedicating his potrait at the chancellor’s banquet 

and Installation of the new first female Chancellor Dr. 

Mary Jo Haddad on May 28
th
 morning session and 

awarding an honorary degree LL.D. to outgoing Chan-

cellor Ed Lumley in the afternoon session. He compli-

mented his office staff, Laura Lewis, Jane Boyd and 

Mary Ann Rennie who worked extremely hard to make 

the convocation week a success. Finally, he paid a 

tribute to Dr. Datta Pillay who received a Honorary 

D.Sc degree for all his contributions over the 56 years 

at the university. He complimented the Campus kitch-

en staff for the excellent menu. 

 

Mr Roger Lauzon, President, WURA 
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       time I became aware of his interests in the various 

university sectors and how they functioned together. 

As a result, he soon became my go-to-guy for all 

manner of issues. He emerged in my overall view as 

someone willing to discuss and analyze a wide range 

of issues—academic, administrative, and intellectu-

al—and offer his best advice whenever he thought I 

and others needed it. 

Over the years, I have also come to realize he runs 

far deeper than that in his life experiences, his per-

sonal values and private achievements. Following his 

father’s early death when he was just 8 years old, 

then living with his mother and siblings in a painful 

shift from affluence to poverty and struggle and de-

pendence,  

Datta quickly came to appreciate the importance of 

service to others. He soon began to assist his mother 

through his modest earnings tutoring children even 

younger than he. After bicycling home in the dark, he 

often studied by the light of the street lamp because 

the electricity had been turned off in his home. Effort 

and sacrifice like this became a lifelong commitment 

to hard work and service to others. His own early 

hardships and struggles became an instructive hard-

won truth: that there are inspirations and opportuni-

ties embedded within difficulties and challenges. It’s 

interesting that in reviewing his early years, Datta 

does not use the word ‘difficulties’; rather he uses the 

word “challenges”. 

In his own reflections, too, Datta speaks in some de-

tail about all those who helped him and about the im-

portance of recognizing that no-one succeeds only by 

one’s own efforts. Indeed, as part of that effort, he 

urged our young students and graduates, in their re-

flections, not just to pay lip-service to gratitude, but to 

“dwell in gratitude” making it a core ingredient of their 

identity. 

In reviewing Datta’s career, I’m reminded of Tenny-

son’s Ulysses who, even in his twilight years, choos-

es never to rest on his laurels. That is how I see and 

understand my dear friend, who never really rests . 

was Editor of its first Newsletter #1, in July, 

1991. Datta joined WURA in September 1997, 

the year he retired, as its Secretary, and took 

over as Editor of the Newsletter in January, 

1998, with Newsletter #26. It is ironic that also at 

that time, retired Senior Administrators were 

added as new members of WURA, to existing 

retired Faculty and Librarian members. 

Today, in 2019, retired non-union managers and 

administrators are now being added as new 

members of WURA. Since that time in 1998, 

Datta has edited some 88 Newsletters, with 

Newsletter #113 coming out this past Spring. He 

has been Editor of the Newsletter and on the 

WURA Executive for some 21 and ½ years. 

WURA celebrated its 25th Anniversary a couple 

years ago. Datta has been WURA’s heart and 

soul, over the years. I am very sure that without 

Datta’s dedication to WURA, WURA would not 

exist today. 

I have given you a little history of Datta’s in-

volvement with WURA. I have asked a longtime 

friend and WURA colleague, Dr. Stan Cunning-

ham, to share some of his experiences with Dat-

ta over the years. Stan, a few words please…… 

 

                  Dr. Stan Cunningham’s  

                   Tribute to Datta Pillay 

Datta and I have 

been good friends for over 50 years. I came to 

know who he was shortly after his arrivaI in 

Windsor in the early 1960s, but I got to know 

him much better when we served together in the 

Faculty Association during the 1970s, he as 

President and I as past President. During that 
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                    University Appoints  

            Director of Student Recruitment 

Beth Natale joined the UWindsor administra-

tion as director of student recruitment on July 2, 

Chris Busch, acting associate vice-president for 

enrolment management, announced Wednesday. 

“As a seasoned practitioner, Beth brings to this 

important role a competitive spirit and passion for 

student recruitment, a thorough understanding of 

enrolment management strategies and best prac-

tices, significant depth of experience in the opera-

tional aspects associated with student recruitment 

both in the Canadian and global context, and 

demonstrated success in forging relationships and 

garnering support campus-wide,” Busch said. 

          Session to Detail World University 

                Rankings Methodology 

Representatives of Times Higher Education will 

discuss its annual World University Rankings 

list and its placement of the University of Wind-

sor in a session July 26. 

Chris Nitsch and Eric Ablett will also present an 
analysis comparing UWindsor with its identified 
peer competitors, detail the ranking methodolo-
gy, and highlight key areas of opportunity. 

Attendees will leave with a better understand-

ing of the rankings and how crucial their work is 

in furthering the University’s plans for internation-

alization and research excellence, says Chris 

Busch, acting associate vice-president, enrolment 

management. 

“The primary benefit of this kind of engagement 

session is to present a global perspective and initi-

ate a conversation around advancement with uni-

versity decision makers,” he says. “Feel free to for-

ward this invite to faculty or staff you believe may 

be interested in the topic, results, and subsequent 

discussions.” 

 

Nicholas Vukotic is UWindsor’s new Industri-

al Research Chair in X-ray Diffraction and 

Crystalline Materials.Industrial Research 

Chair to develop new materials June13th, 

2019 

A new $3.7 million research partnership between 

the University of Windsor and a local company 

that develops scientific testing instruments aims 

to create new research tools and advanced ma-

terials the world has never before seen. 

Nicholas Vukotic, principal scientist at Proto 

Mfg., is UWindsor’s new Industrial Research 

Chair in X-ray Diffraction and Crystalline Materi-

als. He will join the Advanced Materials Centre of 

Research (AMCORe) in UWindsor’s Department 

of Chemistry and Biochemistry, where he will 

work with researchers with complementary inter-

ests in synthetic chemistry, catalysis, materials 

chemistry, materials characterization, and mate-

rials applications. 

       Alternative Spring Break Fundraiser  

                        Silent Auction 

In past years, some retiring faculty members 
have chosen to donate art works, artifacts, and 
other items to the auction. This year, I am hoping 
the WURA might be willing to help us solicit do-
nations for the auction. Perhaps folks are clear-
ing out offices, or downsizing as them move? 
Perhaps folks are creating new art or craft works 
they might be willing to donate? If possible, 
would you be able to put a notice in the WURA 
newsletter about this?  

Please let me know if you have any questions, 
and thanks for your help. 

Pl Contact Simon Du Toit    sdutoit@uwindsor.ca 
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         IN MEMORIAM         
BUSHNELL, Scott "Ian" 1937-2019  

Passed away on May 14, 2019 at the Windsor Re-

gional Hospital - Ouellette Campus in his 82nd 

year. Educated at Osgoode Hall and the University 

of Western Ontario, Ian was a strong Professor of 

Law employed at the University of Windsor. Ian 

proudly published two books, entitled: The Federal 

Court of Canada- A History 1875-1992 and The 

Captive Court- A Study of the Supreme Court of 

Canada. Ian was a devoted father who enjoyed 

taking his children to baseball games and enjoyed 

supporting them in all of their respective sports 

and activities. Much-loved father of Anne Marie 

Bushnell (Michael Day), of London; Eric (Patricia) 

Bushnell, of Brandon, Manitoba; and Paul 

(Jamielynne) Bushnell, of Amherstburg. Proud 

grandfather of Jilliann and Jackson. Memorial do-

nations in Ian's memory to the "Heart and Stroke 

Foundation" may be made through the funeral 

home. 

  HARTT, James Paul  

With heavy hearts we announce the passing of 

James Paul Hartt on Tuesday June 11, 2019, at 

Algonquin Grace Residential Hospice, at the age 

of 92. Beloved Husband to the late Sonja Valdine 

Hartt (2012). Loving father to Patricia, Ellen, 

James Byron and the late Rebecca Anne (2010). 

Caring grandfather to many grandchildren. Crema-

tion has taken place. Donations in James's 

memory may be made to Hospice Muskoka . 

LABA, Dr. Jan T. PhD Died on April 27, 2019. Be-

loved husband of the late Peggy Laba. Retired 

professor of Civil Engineering at the University of 

Windsor after 30 years of service. Dr. Laba joined 

the UWindsor faculty in 1961 as a lecturer in the 

Department of Civil Engineering, and received pro-

motions to assistant professor in 1964, to associ-

ate professor in 1966, and in 1974 to professor, a 

position he held until his retirement in 1990. 

Dr. Laba served as an officer in the Polish army 

during World War II, and later as a Captain in the 

Canadian Army (Reserve RCEME). Cremation has 

taken place. 

Dr Mahesh Mehta It is with profound sadness the family 

announced the passing of Professor Dr. Mahesh Mehta 

on April 26, 2019 at the age of 84. Dear husband of 

Vibhutiben Mehta. Loving father of Nirvan. The family 

wishes to extend a special thank you to Dr. Harshad 

Joshi, Mr. Chandubhai Morbia and all family and friends 

involved in Mahesh’s comfort and .At his request crema-

tion services was held on Tuesday, April 30, 2019 at 

Windsor Memorial Gardens Cemetery and Crematorium, 

1100 Division Road, Windsor, at 3:30 p.m.  

QUINN, Fr. Joseph (Joe) CSB, Centering Prayer, the 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul, Project Rachel and Marie 

Rose Place. To all of you a heartfelt thank you; a special 

thanks to Sr. Janine Rocheleau, SNJM for her unwavering 

friendship and support over the many years. He is grateful 

to the compassionate care team at Hôtel-Dieu Grace 

Healthcare in the Palliative Care Program.Ph.D. Born 

February 25, 1933, died March 28, 2019, grateful for his 

long and rich life, for the love and affection of his late par-

ents, Joseph and Helen Quinn, and his sisters, the late 

Marilyn Scannell, Sr. Lorraine Quinn, CSJ and Janet 

Dzengelewski. He would like to thank the many people 

who enriched his life: his special friends (you know who 

you are), the members of his religious community, the Ba-

silian Fathers and the Basilian Lay Associates, students 

and colleagues at the University of Windsor, the Sisters of 

the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary, those he met through 

his involvement with Chelsea House, Marriage Encounter,  

V. Chris Lakhan  Chris Lakhan came to Windsor to do a 

Master’s degree .He then went to Toronto to complete a 

PhD in Geography.He returned to the Geography depart-

ment at Windsor   as an assistant professor. Chris taught 

environmental management, remote sensing (the analysis 

and use of satellite images and data) and Geographical 

Information systems (GIS), and for a number of years.  He 

was a very popular instructor, known for his enthusiasm 

and careful preparation. He was a very good teacher and 

received many teaching awards. Equally remained very 

active in research, publishing several articles, chapters in 

books and published several books. He was promoted to 

full prof and  retired at age 64. He died suddenly last sum-

mer at his house on Riverside drive. June 17th is his first 

year anniversary and the WURA news missed this an-

nouncement. Hence this notification since he was a mem-

ber of WURA. 



12  
Volume XXVIII Issue 2 

WURA NEWS 

 12 

 Windsor University Retirees Association

  

Executive Committee 
 
President:  
Roger Lauzon 
 
Vice-President 
Veronika Mogyorody (interim) 
 
Treasurer &  
Membership  
Norman King 
 
Secretary: TBA 
 
Past President 
David Palmer 

 
 

Director 
Maureen Irish 
Director 
Alfie Morgan 
Director 
Ihor Stebelsky 
 
Editor Newsletter:  
Datta Pillay  

WEB Master:  

Richard Dumala 

Bursary Fund  Chair: Wilfrid Innerd 

Pension & Benefits Chair : 

Barbara Thomas 

The Association’s Address is: 

Windsor University  Retirees’ Association  (WURA) 

Room G-119, Chrysler Hall North,  

University of Windsor, Windsor, ON N9B 3P4 

Tel: 519-253-3000, Ext 4260  

 
Email: rlauzon@uwindsor.ca 

Home Page: http://www.uwindsor.ca/wura  

Editorial Note: 

By a Provincial Charter the University of 

Windsor, a non-denominational institution 

was established in 1963, the year, I came 

to the university to join the Department of 

Biology, as the department was promised a 

new building. I had a significant involve-

ment in its design along with a committee. 

At the time the university had 100 faculty 

and 1500 students. In the 56 years, since 

its establishment, it now stands at over 500 

full time faculty and several sessional facul-

ty and 16,000 students. 

Today the institution has an excellent repu-

tation and ranking among world universities 

and several pockets of excellence in sub-

jects areas, along with professional schools 

of Business, Education, Engineering, Hu-

man Kinetics and Law. We also have a sat-

ellite Medical campus affiliated with West-

ern University. 

Many individuals who served as depart-

ment heads, deans and vice presidents 

and faculty have made significant contribu-

tions that made the institution achieve the 

reputation it has today. However, as new 

faculty, arrive they pay little attention to 

their peers vision and hard work. They dis-

band some of these courses and introduce 

new courses in their own narrow Ph.D. 

specialization. As a result, the students 

now  get a highly specialized education, 

without a more broad knowledge base. 

I have decided in these newsletter col-

umns, to pay tribute to those individuals 

who built up various disciplines. 

                                                      Datta Pillay 


