
Maximizing Fresh Air

Where HVAC equipment permits, outside air dampers are being adjusted 
to permit up to 30% fresh outdoor air. During winter months, this needs 
to be balanced with maintaining temperatures within the building at a 
reasonable level.

Regular Maintenance
All air ventilation systems including air ducts and filters are replaced or 
repaired as needed. The edges around air filters are sealed to prevent air 
from passing unfiltered.

Improve Air Filters

Air filtration is the most reliable and practical method for cleaning the air. 
HVAC system filters have been replaced with enhanced MERV 13 filters 
or the highest compatible with the existing HVAC infrastructure. We have 
adopted bag filtration which gives greater surface area for filtration in 
some of the buildings.

Demand Controlled Ventilation
To conserve energy, ventilation systems are normally disabled when 
buildings are unoccupied. That practice has been discontinued to maximize 
air circulation.

Disable Heat Wheels Heat Wheels have been disabled as air contaminants can sometimes be 
transferred to fresh air during the process of heating the air coming in.

Negative Pressure in Bathrooms Washroom supply and exhaust ventilation equipment are regularly 
maintained at a negative pressure condition.

Indoor Air Quality (IAQ) Testing

Indoor air quality in buildings is being monitored with a focus on classroom 
buildings.  Monitoring includes CO levels, CO2 levels, temperature, relative 
humidity, total volatile organic compounds (TVOC), and particulate matter 
(PM10).  Concentration levels were found during occupancy to be within 
ASHRAE IAQ Standard 62-1 recommended guidelines. Continued indoor air 
quality testing is planned throughout the 2022 Winter semester.

The University of Windsor is committed to the health 
and safety of our entire community. The most critical 
elements in reducing the risk of COVID-19 are 
preventive measures, of which improvements to our 
ventilation system is one of many elements.    
 
We continue to review and upgrade the ventilation 
systems in all of our buildings, emphasizing 
classroom spaces.

The University of Windsor is following best-practice 
industry advice and recommendations produced by 
ASHRAE and other industry-recognized bodies and 
retained third-party consultants to provide additional 
support where required.

FACTORS CONSIDERED IN PLANNING THE 
VENTILATION STRATEGY 

1. Our responsibility to reduce or eliminate health 
and safety risks in the community. 

2. The recommendations of field experts and 
health authorities. 

3. Procuring the safe return of the University 
community to our campus, and allowing 
ourselves to continue to provide students with 
the highest quality of education, and ultimately 
fulfill our mission.

If you have additional questions, please email FacSer-Operations@uwindsor.ca
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