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ACADEMIC POLICY COMMITTEE (APC) 

Minutes of Meeting 
 

Date:  April 8, 2021 
Time:  9:00am-11:00am 
Location:  MS Teams (Virtual Meeting) 
 
Present: Mohammed Abdulaziz, Jeff Berryman, Fazle Baki, Chris Baillargeon, Judy Bornais, Maria Cioppa, Scott Cowan, 
Erika Kustra, , Dragana Martinovic, Scott Martyn, Wansoo Park, Rashid Rashidzad, Anneke Smit, Antonio Rossini (chair), 
Jill Urbanic. 
 
Absent: Emily Fraser, Aman Patel.   
 
In Attendance: Nick Baker; Renée Wintermute (University Secretary), Alison Zilli (University Secretariat). 

Although the items were not discussed in a sequential manner, the minutes do reflect the agenda order of business. 
 

1 Approval of Agenda  
 
 MOTION: That the agenda be approved.   

Chris Baillargeon/Judy Bornais  
CARRIED 

2 Approval of Minutes  
 
 MOTION: That the minutes of the meeting of March 18, 2021 be approved.  
 

Mohammad Abdulaziz/Erika Kustra 
 CARRIED 

 
3 Business arising from the minutes 
 Nothing to report.  
 
4 Outstanding business 
 Nothing to report.  
 
5  Reports/New Business  

5.1 Office of Open Learning Annual Report (2019-2020) 
(See document APC210408-5.1 for more details.) 

 
NOTED: 
 A presentation was provided on the various activities and initiatives of the Office of Open Learning 

(OOL).  
 The mandate of the Office of Open Learning is to provide support and professional development for 

instructors of online, open, and hybrid learning and teaching through formal and informal development 
opportunities. This involves working collaboratively to design, develop, deliver, evaluate and iterate 
high-quality, engaging, media-rich learning environments.  

 One of the major successes over this past year has included extensive new programming created to 
support emergency remote online teaching.  

 OOL offered thousands of opportunities for instructors to find support for the pivot to online, including 
new on-demand and open workshops, sprint sessions, drop in sessions, one-on-one and group 
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consultations, and live chat sessions. 
 Open Educational Resources (OERs) and models, adopted/adapted by other institutions around the 

world, were created to support the transition to online teaching and learning. 
 Multiple educational technology pilots and projects supported by OOL are underway such as 

Pressbooks (open publishing tool); H5P (open interactive learning authoring tool); Mukurtu (open 
Indigenous content management system), etc.  

 Blackboard considers UWindsor one of the highest users of Collaborate and usage continued to grow 
steadily until the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 The Office of Open Learning Grants specifically encourage and call for applications that address 
Indigenous needs and Indigenization of the curriculum. In addition, the Office is committed to 
incorporating Indigenous knowledge, traditions, and authors in their own teaching activities. 

The floor was open for comment/questions.   
 In response to question raised about whether the Better examination tool has been integrated, it was 

noted that this has been piloted and the Office is in the process of rolling out these new technologies.  
 In response to a question raised about student satisfaction using Mobius, it was noted that there 

currently is no concrete data on this aspect. Currently, interested departments must purchase their 
own licenses to use this platform. However, there are similar existing institutional platforms that can 
be  used, such as Yuja in Blackboard.  

 
AGREED: 
 Given that members may not be familiar with the  abbreviations in the report, it was suggested that 

they be explicitly written (i.e., SEM, FTE, etc.)  
 Given the volume of face-to-face drop-in sessions across campus (and thousands of consultations)  in 

the lead up to the campus transition to remote work, it would be helpful to have supporting statistics 
to inform the community of the volume of work.   

 The citations for each of the eight open textbooks/monographs should be highlighted. 
 In response  to a question raised about the number of online enrolments not being reflective of actual 

interest in online programming, it was noted that acknowledging that detail is important to show the 
increase. 

 The Office should clarify in the report what is meant by supporting "unfunded online course 
development in multiple areas on campus". 

 Given the unfamiliarity of Transform and Blockchain on campus, it was suggested that providing  
context would be beneficial.   

 More detail on the target population of the pilot for a 'Domain of One's Own" project should be 
provided to explain the project. 

 A question was raised regarding the issue that only the Office of Open Learning's Twitter presence was 
highlighted. If the Office is using other social media platforms such as Instagram and Facebook this 
should be included in the report.  

 If the collaborative two SSHRC and one NREF grant applications were successful, then it would be 
helpful to include that information in the report. 

 Given that the recommendation for Senate's consideration have no direct connection (or link) to the 
Office of Open Learning, it was suggested that a connection (or link) be highlighted. 

 The document was received for information 
 
Items for Approval 
 

5.2 Policy on Timing of Online Assessments 
(See document APC210408-5.2 for more details.) 

 
MOTION:  That the proposed Policy on Timing of Online Assessments be approved. 

 
Chris Baillargeon/Mohammad Abdulaziz  

 



Page 3 of 3 

NOTED: 
 The Policy on Timing of Online Assessment is being proposed in response to concerns raised regarding 

the issue that students in asynchronous online courses are currently required to write their exams during 
a narrow time frame though they had selected the course for its flexible asynchronous delivery. This 
creates a barrier for students who may be juggling work, family, or live in a different Country (i.e, time 
zone). 

 The Policy also created an opportunity to provide some definitions for the various course delivery 
modes which can be very diverse. 

 An asynchronous online course utilises digital/web-based technologies to facilitate the curriculum and 
does not require real-time communication whereas a synchronous online course utilises digital 
technologies to facilitate real-time interaction between instructor(s) at one site and learners at other 
sites.  

 Hybrid is an instructional method where the curriculum is designed intentionally and thoughtfully to 
integrate face-to-face and online learning experiences, whereas hy-flex is an instructional method where 
the curriculum is designed intentionally and thoughtfully to provide choice to learners in their mode of 
engagement (face-to-face or online) with the curriculum throughout the course. 

The floor was open for comment/questions. 
 In response to a concern raised about the 24-hour timeframe creating opportunities for students to cheat 

using applications such as Chegg (which provides homework answers and expertise in various subject 
matters), it was stressed that academic integrity can be an issue in any course (online or face-to-face). 
The key is to ensure that questions are randomized and diverse, particularly in an online environment. 

 The intent is to ensure that all students in asynchronous online courses are provided with the flexibility 
to review materials and complete assignments according to their particular schedule (within limits).  

 

FRIENDLY AMENDMENTS: 
 That explicit reference be made in the Policy to Senate Bylaw 54, Undergraduate Academic Evaluation 

Procedures and Senate Bylaw 55, Graduate Academic Evaluation Procedures. 
 That the Policy Statement be revised as follows: “[…] the scheduling of the assessments and the final 

exams for asynchronous online courses must also provide some flexibility to students, within reason and 
provided that academic integrity of the assessment can be maintained.” 

CARRIED, as amended 
 

Additional Business 
 
6 Question period/Other business/Open Discussion 
 Nothing to report. 
 
7 Adjournment 
 

MOTION: That the meeting be adjourned. 
Judy Bornais /Jill Urbanic 

CARRIED 


