
VPRI Report

• Update on COVID-19 Screening

• Update on Tri-Council Funding applications

• Recent Canada Research Chair Awards
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Wastewater 
Screening for 

Residence 
Halls

Dr. Michael McKay
Dr. Rajesh Seth

Dr. Qiudi Geng

Ryland Corchis-
Scott



• Screening: Alumni, Cartier and Laurier in the fall

• Wastewater samples collected twice a week, results next day

• No positivity since late April / early May

• Experience in averting potential outbreak: Open-access journal article

• Case featured: Ontario COVID-19 Science Advisory Table
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https://journals.asm.org/doi/10.1128/Spectrum.00792-21

https://covid19-sciencetable.ca/sciencebrief/the-role-of-wastewater-testing-for-sars-
cov-2-surveillance/

https://journals.asm.org/doi/10.1128/Spectrum.00792-21
https://covid19-sciencetable.ca/sciencebrief/the-role-of-wastewater-testing-for-sars-cov-2-surveillance/
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• Wastewater Study – Dr. Mike McKay
• Variant Identification – Dr. Ken Ng
• Compliance and Participant Satisfaction – Dr. Kendall 

Soucie
• Laboratory Managers – Dr. Qiudi Geng and Dr. Robert 

Gombar
• Laboratory Personnel – Mat Stover and Farinaz Ziaee
• Safety – Dr. Dorota Lubanska in consultation with Sherri 

Menard
• Data Management Consultant – Kyle Lago (WE-SPARK)
• Data Dashboard Development - Dr. Pooya Zadeh & team

The Screening Platform Team
Saliva Screening Study

Dr. Lisa Porter
Oversight

Dr. Yufeng Tong
Oversight

Jackie Fong
Study Manager



Benefits of Frequent Testing
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• Be informed of your own health & reduce worry
• Fast detection of new variants
• Protect people around you
• Keep labs/offices/classes from having outbreaks! 
• Help prevent us from going back to lockdowns & keep learning face to face! 



Data Reporting
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• Positive participants in pool will be 
alerted & invited to retest
• Individual testing will be conducted at 

CORE location
• Positive ind. test. Advised to:

1) isolate 
2) alert supervisor (if applicable)

• Participants will be given information on 
clinical testing sites.

qPCR Report
Will be generated along with QR code 

POSITIVE Cohorts Notified
Participants found to be within a positive 
cohort will be notified and advised to 1) 

isolate and 2) to get tested at a clinical test 
site (information provided)  



Sample Collection Process
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Collection Site at Essex CORe



Sample Processing
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Metrics
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391
Saliva Samples 

Processed

14
Saliva Samples 

Processed Weekly

90
Individuals 
Screened

< 4
Hours from

Sample Processing
to Results 



Tri-Council Funding Applications

• CFI funding envelopes

• CRC allotment

• Federal Research Support Fund

• All funding supports research; Tri-Council funding more important 

due to multiplication effects

• Sept and Oct: multiple application opportunities
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NSERC

• Research Tools and Instruments (RTI): October 25
• 12 applications 

• Discovery Grant (DG): November 1
• 35 NOIs 

• Collaborative Research and Training Experience (CREATE): September 
22
• 2 applications
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SSHRC
• Insight Grant (IG): October 1

• 5 applications 
• Partnership Grant (PG): Stage 2, institutional, October 29 

• 2 applications
• Partnership Development (PD) Grant: November 15

• 2 applications as co-applicants 
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CIHR
• Project Grant: September 15
• 6 applications



Recently Awarded 
CRCs 

• Dr. Ning Zhang, CRC 
Tier 2 in Internet of 
Vehicles, approved 
June 30

• Dr. Manoj Mate, 
CRC Tier 2 in 
International Trade 
Law, approved 
October 12

• News of both awards 
are currently under 
embargoed until public 
announcement
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