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NOTICE	OF	MEETING	
There	will	be	a	meeting	of	the		

SENATE	STUDENT	CAUCUS	
Friday,	April	8	2016	at	9:30am-11:00am	

In	Room	209	Assumption	Hall	
	

AGENDA	
	
Formal	Business	
	
1	 Approval	of	Agenda	
	
2	 Minutes	of	meeting	of	March	11,	2016	
	 	 	
3	 Business	arising	from	the	minutes	
	
4	 Outstanding	business	
	
Items	for	Information/Discussion	
	
5		 Reports/New	Business	 	 	

5.1	 Report	from	the	Student	Co-Chair	and	Student	Liaison	Subcommittee		 	 Mr.	R.	J.	D’Aguilar	
	

5.2	 Safety	Committee	Working	Group	–	Update		 	 	 Dr.	Ziad	Kobti	
	
5.3	 Textbook	Costs	 	 	 Dr.	Ziad	Kobti	

SC160408-5.3	
	
5.4	 Student	Caucus	IT	Advisory		 	 	 Ms.	Anna	Kirby	
	

6	 Report	on	Student	Affairs	and	Life	on	Campus		 	 Mr.	Dave	McEwen	
Dr.	Clayton	Smith	

	
Additional	Business	
	
7	 Question	period/Other	business/Open	Discussion	
	 	
8	 Adjournment	
	
	
	
Please	carefully	review	the	‘starred’	(*)	agenda	items.		As	per	the	June	3,	2004	Senate	meeting,	‘starred’	items	will	
not	be	discussed	during	a	scheduled	meeting	unless	a	member	specifically	requests	that	a	‘starred’	agenda	item	be	
‘unstarred’,	and	therefore	open	for	discussion/debate.	This	can	be	done	any	time	before	(by	forwarding	the	request	
to	the	secretary)	or	during	the	meeting.	By	the	end	of	the	meeting,	agenda	items	which	remain	‘starred’	(*)	will	be	
deemed	approved	or	received.	
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University	of	Windsor	
Senate	Student	Caucus	

	
5.3:	 	 Textbook	Costs	
	
	
Item	for:	 Information/Discussion	
	
	
The	following	was	posted	in	Academica’s	Top	Ten	on	March	30,	2016:	
http://academica.ca/topten	
	

BC	universities	look	to	open	source	to	address	“absurd”	textbook	prices	
Since	2012,	British	Columbia	has	pursued	a	strategy	to	create	open	digital	textbooks	to	help	meet	the	soaring	
prices	 of	 print	materials	 required	 for	many	 classes.	 Kwantlen	 Polytechnic	 Instructor	 Rajiv	 Jhangiani	 tells	 CTV	
that	 according	 to	 his	 survey	 research,	 roughly	 40%	 of	 BC	 university	 students	 currently	 download	 textbooks	
illegally,	35%	have	not	signed	up	for	a	class	based	on	textbook	prices,	and	23%	have	dropped	a	class	because	of	
textbook	 prices.	 The	 article	 highlights	 the	 success	 BC	 has	 had	 in	 addressing	 this	 issue,	 especially	 through	
the	Open	Textbook	Collection.	“Really,	 for	me,	 it’s	a	 social	 justice	 issue,”	says	 Jhangiani,	 “because	 if	 students	
can’t	afford	the	required	course	materials,	who	are	we	saying	higher	education	is	reserved	for?”	

	
See	also:	
https://open.bccampus.ca/find-open-textbooks/	
https://news.gov.bc.ca/stories/students-saving-money-with-open-textbooks	
	
	
The	following	memo	has	been	circulated	several	times	since	it	was	first	drafted	in	2008.	However,	it	has	not	been	
circulated	 recently	 as	 updates	 are	 needed.	 Consultation	 with	 CTL	 and	 the	 Library	 would	 be	 helpful	 in	 re-
formulating	this	memo.	
	
MEMO:		Recommendations	to	faculty	for	Reducing	Textbook	Costs	
	
I	am	writing	as	chair	of	the	Senate	Student	Committee	Caucus	to	inform	you	about	its	recommendations	for	ways	in	
which	 text	 books	 and	 other	 course	 materials	 might	 be	 made	 more	 readily	 available	 to	 students	 at	 the	 lowest	
possible	prices.		
	
After	 interesting	 and	 informative	 discussions	 about	 this	 topic	 the	 Student	 Committee	Caucus	 has	 concluded	 that	
implementation	of	the	proposed	recommendations	would	be	of	considerable	benefit	to	students.		
	
If	 you	 have	 any	 other	 recommendations	 that	 you	 think	might	 be	 helpful	 in	 assisting	 students	 to	 have	 access	 to	
necessary	 course	 materials	 in	 a	 cost-effective	 way,	 please	 share	 these	 with	 others	 and	 the	 Student	 Committee	
Caucus.		
	
Supporting	Students	
Student	expenditure	on	textbooks	has	increased	significantly	over	the	last	few	years.	There	are	several	reasons	for	
this,	including:	

a. Textbook	prices	are	subject	to	the	usual	annual	cost	increases.	
b. A	policy,	adopted	by	the	publishers,	of	bringing	out	new	editions	(with	few	changes)	every	one	or	two	years,	

which	deters	the	resale	and	reuse	of	older	editions.	
c. The	 adoption,	 by	 publishers,	 of	 “bundling”	 as	 common	 practice,	 allowing	 publishers	 to	 charge	 more	 by	

providing	additional	materials	that	may	not	be	needed	or	wanted.	
d. A	continued	significant	increase	in	Canadian	prices	compared	to	US	prices.		
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This	 burden	 on	 students	 is	 making	 it	 even	 harder	 for	 students	 from	 disadvantaged	 backgrounds	 to	 consider	
university,	particularly	given	that	OSAP	assessments	are	conservative	when	considering	the	cost	of	textbooks.			
	
There	 are	 several	 ways	 in	 which	 faculty	 members	 can	 help	 students	 in	 this	 respect,	 all	 the	 while	 ensuring	 that	
continued	 high	 standards	 in	 the	 content	 of	 the	 course	 material	 are	 met.	 Please	 consider	 the	 following	 (some	
suggestions	will	be	more	applicable	in	some	courses	and	disciplines	than	in	others):	
	

1. An	important	way	to	ensure	cost-effective	textbook	purchasing	practices	is	early	ordering	by	instructors.	It	
may	 be	 possible	 to	 negotiate	 textbook	 prices	 if	 book	 orders	 are	 placed	 on	 or	 before	 the	 Bookstore’s	
deadline.	The	Bookstore	can	also	contact	used-book	distributors	 to	 try	 to	get	 the	assigned	 textbooks	at	a	
discounted	price.	 	Large	quantities	of	used	books	can	only	be	acquired	when	there	 is	sufficient	 lead	time.	
Orders	which	are	not	placed	on	 time	will	 likely	have	 to	be	 filled	 through	a	publisher	at	higher	cost	which	
must	 be	 passed	 along	 to	 students.	 Any	 steps	 that	 can	 be	 taken	with	 Faculties	 and	 AAUs	 to	 ensure	 that	
instructors	meet	timelines	of	the	Bookstore	will	result	 in	cost	savings	to	students	and	better	availability	of	
course	materials	at	the	start	of	courses.	
	

2. Whenever	possible	it	would	be	helpful	 if	AAUs	would	assign	course	materials	for	those	courses	for	which	
late	 instructional	 appointments	 are	 anticipated.	 In	 some	 areas,	 this	 is	 already	 done	 and	 ensures	 that	
students	will	have	course	materials	available	to	them	early	in	the	semester	and	at	a	cost	that	is	reasonable.	
Where	 ordering	 of	 course	materials	 is	 left	 as	 the	 responsibility	 of	 an	 instructor	 appointed	 late	 (as	 is	 the	
unavoidable	case	in	many	instances),	the	inevitable	result	is	more	expensive	and	often	much-delayed	course	
materials	for	students.		
	

3. Avoid	purchasing	textbook	“bundles”.	Bundling	has	become	common	practice	among	publishers,	allowing	
them	 to	 charge	 more	 by	 providing	 additional	 materials	 that	 may	 not	 be	 needed	 or	 wanted.	 Additional	
books,	access	codes	and/or	electronic	devices	do	not	add	value	to	bundles	unless	they	are	fully	incorporated	
into	the	course.	

	
4. Different	offerings	of	a	course	in	different	terms	should	ideally	use	the	same	textbook	for	two	reasons:	a)	

a	student	who	fails	a	course	and	retakes	it	the	following	term	should	not	have	to	buy	yet	another	textbook	
and	 b)	 it	 will	 increase	 availability	 of	 used	 textbooks.	 As	 such	 faculty	 are	 encouraged	 to	 construct	 course	
material	 so	 that	 current	 and	 previous	 textbooks	 (one	 or	 two	 editions)	 are	 sufficient,	 perhaps	with	 some	
additional	material	being	made	available	for	those	students	who	do	not	have	the	most	recent	edition,	and	
to	 identify	 core	 books	 which	 could	 be	 used	 consistently	 enabling	 students	 to	make	 purchases	 in	 a	 wide	
variety	of	ways	that	will	reduce	their	costs	while	still	allowing	them	to	have	the	right	materials.	If	a	course	
changes	its	textbook	each	year	or	if	sections	of	a	course	use	a	different	textbook	because	instructors	choose	
to	go	different	ways	(even	though	the	differences	between	books	are	minimal	at	the	introductory	level),	it	
greatly	reduces	the	flexibility	that	students	have	to	recycle	books	among	each	other	or	purchase	them	on	
the	used	book	market.	
	
4a.	 Consult	with	other	professors	to	see	if	there	is	a	single	book	that	can	be	used	over	two	courses,	or	that	

can	at	least	continue	to	be	used	as	a	resource	for	other	courses.	
	

5. Try	to	identify	textbooks	that	are	equivalent	in	content	and	delivery	and	that	are	more	reasonably	priced	
than	those	“pushed”	by	the	major	publishers.	
	

6. Review	costs	when	dealing	with	publishers.	Faculty	members	who	are	choosing	the	textbooks	as	teaching	
resources	 might	 not	 realize	 that	 the	 price	 of	 the	 textbooks	 can	 be	 negotiated	 with	 the	 supplier.	 This	
negotiation	has	to	happen	between	the	professor	and	the	supplier,	since	only	the	professor	can	suggest	that	
s/he	will	 change	 to	 a	 different	 textbook/supplier.	 This	 negotiation	 can	 take	 a	 few	 forms.	 For	 example,	 a)	
agree	to	use	a	particular	edition	of	a	book,	as	required	reading,	only	 if	 the	publisher	guarantees	that	 	 the	
edition	will	remain	available	for	say,	five	years.	b)	agree	to	use	a	textbook	only	if	the	price	is	reduced	by	20%	
to	students	at	Windsor.	
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6a.	 Pressure	publishers	to	lower	cover	prices	for	Canadian	editions	based	on	the	stronger	Canadian	dollar.	
	

7. Make	first	year	students	aware	of	the	student-run	used	bookstore	 in	the	CAW	Centre,	and	the	buyback	
policy	of	the	University	Bookstore.	The	Student	Alliance	runs	a	used	bookstore	for	one	week	in	September	
and	one	week	in	January	in	the	CAW	Centre	at	which	students	can	buy	and	sell	used	textbooks.		At	the	used	
bookstore,	 students	place	 their	books	on	consignment,	 set	 their	own	prices,and	collect	money	only	when	
the	book	is	sold.	The	University	Bookstore	buys	back	used	textbooks	at	the	beginning	and	end	of	every	term	
--	in	December/January,	April/May,	June	and	August/September.	The	University	Bookstore	pays	50%	of	the	
list	price	for	textbooks	which	have	been	adopted	for	upcoming	terms.			The	sooner	the	Bookstore	receives	a	
textbook	order,	the	sooner	it	can	start	buying	the	book	back	from	the	students.	
7a.	 Warn	students	that	they	need	to	be	aware	of	any	proposed	change	 in	the	textbook	edition	used	 in	a	

course.	(In	some	cases	there	are	negligible	changes	between	editions.)		
	
8. Careful	 consideration	of	what	 constitutes	 a	 required	 text	 (as	 opposed	 to	 a	 recommended	 text)	 can	 also	

help	 students.	 A	 recommended	 book	 is	 purchased	 by	 the	 bookstore	 only	 in	 very	 small	 numbers	 while	 a	
required	text	is	purchased	in	larger	numbers.	Few	students	buy	recommended	books.	However,	the	solution	
to	 this	 is	 not	 to	 make	 a	 recommended	 book	 a	 required	 one.	 Students	 often	 buy	 books	 which	 are	
subsequently	used	only	for	a	few	of	their	pages	and	feel	that	they	have	spent	a	lot	of	money	for	what	they	
perceive	as	very	little	value.		

	
9. Course	 notes	 packages	 or	 courseware	 (perhaps	 with	 reference	 to	 freely-available	 on-line	 material),	 as	

opposed	to	textbooks,	are	often	a	very	good	way	to	provide	students	with	what	they	need	and	cut	costs.	
Document	Imaging	Centre	is	the	vehicle	whereby	these	are	produced.	Faculty	members	may	also	consider	
posting	these	notes	to	the	web.			
	

10. Use	material	that	is	freely	accessible	to	students	through	the	library	web	portals.		
	

11. Contact	the	Bookstore	to	find	out	more	about	the	ways	in	which	faculty	can	help	to	reduce	textbook	prices.	
	

Thank	you	for	your	attention	to	these	suggestions.		
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