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    2011 Scholars Honoured at the ATHENA Scholarship Luncheon
               “ What is honoured in a country will be cultivated there.”--Plato

(WINDSOR, ON)  The ATHENA Scholarship Fund (Windsor) and the ATHENA Committee of the Windsor-Essex Regional Chamber of Commerce are pleased to announce that the 12th Annual ATHENA Scholarship Luncheon will take place Tuesday, November 1, 2011 at 11:30 am at the St. Clair Centre for the Arts.  

Guest speaker for this year’s luncheon is Chantal Vallée, Head Coach of the University of Windsor Lancers Women's Basketball Team and the 2010-2011 CIS National Champions.  In her presentation "Lead to Succeed On and Off the Court" she will tell us how she built a winning basketball program and developed the character of her outstanding players in 5 short years.
The luncheon will also spotlight three local young scholars who will be presented with their official ATHENA Scholarship Awards.   This year’s recipients are: Julie Caron, a student from Windsor who is presently attending the University of Toronto; Holly Lafontaine, a student at the University of Windsor and Taryn Matis, a student at St. Clair College.

Julie Caron has an outstanding academic record while volunteering in a variety of local community and international endeavours.  At the University of Windsor she earned a BMUS and a BSc (Biochemistry) - two four-year degrees in six years and received the Board of Governor’s Gold Medal in each graduating year.  She has recently completed her MSc in Medical Genetics at the University of Glasgow and is now enrolled in medical school at the University of Toronto.  Julie was an exchange student in Ireland and has travelled extensively in Europe.  Her volunteer activities include matching pets with adoptive homes for the Humane Society and helping children learn to read in the Book Buddy program at Windsor Public Library.  After volunteering in an orphanage in Tanzania, Julie decided she would like to return as a doctor to provide health education and AIDS awareness.  Julie exemplifies the ATHENA spirit with her outstanding commitment to academic excellence and helping others.  

Holly Lafontaine has a passion for serving both local and global communities as she pursues her career in Civil Engineering.  She is an award-winning student who is completing her Master of Applied Science in Civil Engineering at the University of Windsor.  She has volunteered in Zambia with Engineers Without Borders (EWB) as well as supporting global artisans as a volunteer at Ten Thousand Villages.  Holly has maintained an outstanding academic record while finding time to hold executive positions in EWB and mentoring students, especially young women, about careers in engineering.   Holly’s long-term goal is to obtain a PhD and work in the field of renewable energy and environmental sustainability.  Dr. Linda McKay, in whose memory her ATHENA scholarship is named, would be proud of this outstanding student, leader and community volunteer.  

Taryn Matis is an outstanding scholar as well as an energetic community volunteer.  She is presently enrolled at St. Clair College in the Chemistry Laboratory Technology program.  She hopes to continue her education at Wayne State University to become a pharmacist.  Taryn has been volunteering for years as a Brownie leader and working with the Girl Guides of Canada organization.  She is also an active member of the Optimist Club, volunteering for fun days, March break programs and walk-a-thons for literacy. Taryn’s instructors report that she has a warm and cheerful personality and is a class leader who spends extra time mentoring her fellow students.  With her outstanding academic record and her passion for help others, Taryn is most deserving of an ATHENA scholarship.           

Selection criteria for this scholarship program include community involvement, potential for leadership, demonstrated academic excellence and helping others, especially women, achieve their potential. The scholarships are valued at $3,000 each and also include an all expense paid trip to the ATHENA International Conference held in Chicago each spring.  The scholarship recipients will be on hand to make a brief presentation about their ATHENA experience.

According to Loretta Stoyka, Chair of the ATHENA Scholarship Fund (Windsor), this scholarship program is in keeping with the ATHENA philosophy, which maintains that by elevating people with potential and solid values, they will be exceptional role models. It is believed by example that others will be inspired to achieve excellence. Windsor is at the forefront of the scholarship program and continues to make improvements to the opportunity each year.  

The ATHENA Luncheon has media sponsors AM800 CKLW, TVCOGECO and The Windsor Star. The ATHENA Scholarship Program is generously sponsored by Anne and Clare E. Winterbottom, Loris Macor, Rotary Club of Windsor (1918), Rotary Club of Windsor-Roseland, Rotary Club of Windsor-St. Clair, Roth, Mosey & Partners LLP, St. Clair College, University of Windsor and Windsor Family Credit Union. 

This year’s ATHENA Scholarship Luncheon will be held on Tuesday, November 1, 2011 at the St. Clair Centre for the Arts with a reception at 11:30 a.m., luncheon program at 12 Noon, concluding at 1:30 p.m.  Tickets for adults - $40 (includes HST) and for students - $25 (includes HST).  To register call the Chamber at (519) 966-3696 or register online by visiting the Chamber’s website at www.windsorchamber.org.  For further information about the ATHENA Scholarship Luncheon and Program, please contact Sue Zanin, Chair of the Athena Luncheon Committee at 519-252-7939.
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